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PREFACE. 



Tbi increasiiig demand for this work, with so little effort to 
call public attention to it, confirms our first impressions, that it 
is the Book for tlie age ; one greatly needed to suj^ly the deficien- 
cy intuitively sensed by the mind of the present generation. 

Edition after edition has been published and passed silently 
into the hands of the reading public. Reports of an encourag- 
ing nature reach us from all sections where it has found its way; 
and the united testimony of those who avail themselves of the 
work is, that, to read is to be benefited. 

The l*res8 is teeming with publications of new and startling de- 
velopments, following each other in rapid succession. New dis- 
coveries are being made in all the departments tof nature, both 
of mind and matter. The restless mina of man has " sought out 
many inventions." It has forced its way into the great arcaae of 
material nature, and searched out its heretofore unknown laws. 
It has not hesitated to seek converse with those beyond the 
wave, in order to reveal the mysteries of the spirit land. It 
Boldly claims to have discovered that the Bible story of the fall 
and depravity of man and his redemption by the atonement and 
mediation of the Son of God, is a cunninc^ly devised fable. That 
the Christian religion is worse than useless, because it enslaves 
the human mind. It claims to have discovered that man is capa- 
ble b^ the "hajTuonial laws of his nature," and his own "pro- 
gressive energies," to rise to the abodes of bliss in the wotIq of 
t>eatitude where angels dwell. In these, supposed discoveries, 
thousands are wildly reveling, and madly blaspheming the name 
of Christ, and scoffing at the reli^on of the Bible. In support 
of this new and startling theory, its advocates appeal, f(Nr testi- 
mony to the spirit world — ^to the dwellers in scenes beyond- the 
grave, and thus the lovers of the marvelous, and the youth of the 
mnd are being entangled in its meshes. 
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IV PEBPAOB. 

Belieying as I do, that this system, under the influence of the 
powers of darkness is rapidly poisoning the minds of men with 
the spirit of infidelity ; and believing that this little Book, as 
an antidote to this, wiU do more in counteracting its influence 
than any thing that has come under my observation; I therefore 
commej^d it to the public^ and more particularly to the religious 
portion of it. 

Its sound theology, pure religious sentiment, and thrilling des- 
criptions of scenes enacted beyond the grave, as seen by the 
spirit of the young girl, while ner body lay entranced, cannot, it 
seems to me, fail to strengthen l^e faith m the Christian in the 
truths of Revelation, while at the same time it meets the wants 
of the curious, and the lovers of the marvelous. More particu- 
larly is it adapted to the youthful mind of this age, to awaken in 
it a love of the Christian Religion as it unfolds so graphically 
the great plan of man's Redemption,—" which things tiiie aagets 
desire to look into/' 

I have witnessed its ^ects upon the youthful mind. They, 
while listening to the thrilling story of Marietta, seem borne 
along with her enraptured spirit, and with it to witness the un- 
folding <^ visions, by which the Infants are being taught to know 
their Redeemer, that they too, might be able to realize and love 
Him, who was once a bal)e in a manger ; then a man of sorrows 
acquainted with grief; then sufiering death and triumphing over 
the grave, for the redemption of a ruined and forlorn race. Fi- 
nally ascended into heaven to his Father's riffht hand, where he 
ever lives to make intercession for us ; aoid where the entranced 
spirit of Marietta learned to love and praise him. 

Whether she saw and heard what she relates, or imagined it, is 
of but little importance. I however unhesitatingly state it as my 
firm and unwavmng bdief, that the spirit of Marietta Davis, like 
John, the Revelator, while his body was in the Isle of Patmos, 
visited scenes beyond the grave, and there saw and heard what 
she relates. However this may be, if fJie truth can be brought ta 
reach the mind, and win Uie aflEiections to the Christian Religion, 
all is gained that should be desured. 

For the purpose of advancing the cause of Christianity, and 
confidently believing that this book, br its peculiar character, is 
calculated to counteract the strange, and rapidly increasing infi- 
delity of the day, I have engaged to issue another and enlarged 
edition. STEPHEN DEUEL. 

Daytok, O., S^tanber 1, 1856. 
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ATJTHEimC TESHMOinr. 



The following testimoiiials from the mother and 
sisters of Mabietta Davis; and from Emebsok 
Hull, M. D., who has been a resident of Berlin for 
many years, and is a physician of eminence, are 
but a part of those in possession of the editor, but 
are considered suflSdent to auth^ticate the narrative* 

Bbblik, New York, Nov. 15, 1856. 
Eev. J. L. Scott: 

Dbab FsiBin): — Since you have been pub- 
lishinff the trance of Marietta iUavis, in the Moun- 
tain (5>ve Journal, some of the readers have written 
to us to ascertain its authenticity. Upon this ac- 
count, and to relieve you from embairossment, we 
submit the following for your disposal : 

Mabibtta Dav]» was a member of our fitmily ; — 
she was bom in this town, where she lived until 
called by deat^ from us. 

She was not of open religious hiabits; being dis- 
inclined to religious conversation. Dming the re- 
vival in the winter of 1847-'8, her mind, as you well 
know, was religiously exercised; but she could not 
realize what others professed, so as to enable her to 
unite with her young friends in the ordinances of the 
vii 
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Tifi Auimorno TasmcoirT. 

GKxipel. In August fallowing she ML into a sleep, 
#r trance, fix>m which she could not be awakened. — 
In that state she remained nine days ; and when she 
awoke, she said she had been in Heaven ' that she 
had se^ tiiere many of her old fiiends and relations 
who^were dead; and Jesus ihe Bedeemer. From 
that time her hope in heaven through Jesus, was 
strong * and she r^oiced in the prospect <^ a final 
admissicm into tibe Paradise of Peace. 

During her short stay wi& un, after she came out 
of the trance, she related what she said she had seen, 
heard and learned during her sleep* but much d 
what she told us, she said she wished should not be 
mentioned then, for the world was not prepared to 
hear it. The trance, as you published it, as far as 
We can recollect, is correct ; only you have omitted 
much. Marietta fell asleep in August, 1848^ and 
died the following March, and at the time and m the 
manner predictea by herself, 
lours, 
NakoIt Davis, Mother, 
Susan Davis, ) ain*/«« 
gAiiAfl Ank Davis, \ '^*®^- 

BBRtnr, New York, Kov. 16, 186S. 
B&v. J. L. Soorrr 

Dbab Sm: — In the Summer of 1848, with your- 
self, I visited the widow Nancy Davis, of this town, 
in me capacity of medical attendant upon her daugh- 
ter Marietta, who had &llen into a state of catalepsy. 
6r trance, in whieh she remained nine days, and 
fi*om which to awaken her human skill seemed una- 
tailing. When she itetuilied to her normal stata, 
l»he mated much of a remarkable character, wium 
Bhe said she had leamM while ii^ tbB bmo^ 
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AUTHEKnO TBSTIMOBrT. ix 

Haying read portions of what yon have pnblished 
in the Monntain Cove Jonmal, I am prepared to 
give my testimony as to its strict correspondence to 
what I heard her relate before her deafli. 
Tonr Obedient Servant, 
1* EMERSON HUli*, IL D. 



Sl^'FcBt RpcoEraiendAt <His. «f» t.1i»» cl >se of the boiA. 
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PREFACE. 



The work now presented to the pubKc as depict- 
ing "Scenes Beyond the Grave," does not come 
without authority for its s6mewhat startling title. In 
the summer of 1848, a young woman named Marietta 
Davis, agea twenty-live years, resiomg with her 
mother Idrs. Nancy Davis, at Berlin, New York, fell 
into a sleep or trance, in which she remained for 
nine days. AU endeavors on the part of her friends 
and of her physicians failed to arouse her from this 
unnatural state. When at last she awoke to a con- 
sciousness of external things, she was in the Ml pos- 
session of all her natural faculties, with an almost 
supernatural acuteness of perception superadded. 

Before she fell into the trance, her mind had been 
considerably exercised in regard to her ftiture state ; 
but there was yet a lingering doubt which greatly 
disturbed her. Her mother and sisters were exem- 
plary members of a Baptist Church, in Berlin, 
then under my pastoral charge, but Marietta's doubt 
seemed to have kept her from the enjoyment of the 
hope in which her femily so confidentiy rested. But 

when she came out of the tr&nce, in which she had 
10 
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hixk for BO many days, it wag with joy and rejoicing 
over tiie unspeakable things which she had seen and 
heard. Her month was fUled with praises to Ood, 
and her heart swelled with gmtitade to Him for his 
loving kindness. She averred that while her body 
lay as it were in death, her spirit had visited the 
eternal w<»:ld. She informed her Mends that she was 
aot to remain long with them: but should soon go 
h^ice to enjoy a mansion prepared for her in her 
heavenly Father'? Kingdom. After this she lived 
seven months and died at the time predicted by her- 
self; and so pafectly did she know the hour of her 
departure, that when it arrived she selected a hymn 
and commenced singing it with the family; and 
while they sang, her spirit took its flight so gently 
as not to attract their attention. Thus the hymn 
commenced with her friends on earth, was doubtless 
concluded with the angels in heaven. 

The style of Marietta's narrative is peculiar. She 
regretted her inability to express her conceptions of 
what she had seen and heard, so as to give a definite 
idea of the glories of the heavenly world. I have 
not felt at liberty to change the style of her narra- 
tive, and as far as possible have enup^yed her own 
language. Having received the story from her own 
Ups, I have so preserved it, as to make it in truth 
the rdation of her own experience. 

The tone of the trance is exalted and Ohrist-like ; 
and therefore its influence cannot fell to be of a use- 
fiil and sacred character. Confident of this, I offer 
^ to the public. If read in the spirit in which it 
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W9A giyeo, it cftxuwt tail to f^MMen wai taaoowmg^ 
the Christian, and to lead tbethoo^xts <tf the man of 
the world beyond his material ezisteiMe. For while 
following her in her wide range of spiritoal liiongfats 
and yisions, {org^itting the onter world, we frney 
that the heayena are (^)ened to ov yiew, reyeaKag 
their g^ory and magnific^ice. We seem k> Me 
the moving mnltitadee, who with golden harps and 
angdio voioes are chanting praises to God. With 
eestacy we behold, as minx^red before m^ the Ijifimt 
Paradise ; and appear ourselves to be observing &e 
order and harmony of the inhabitants o{ thiU: divine 
sphere. Then borne onward and npward by her en- 
trancing story, in the spirit we seem to arise with 
saints and angels and become ftuootiliar with the 
inhabitants of the Gdestial Heavens, and are led to 
exclaim, Marietta I thou &vored of Heaven, we bless 
that Providence which unfolded Ay vision, while 
we read with delight of soul, the revelations of tiiy 
^tranced spirit ! * 

J. L. SOOTT. 
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SCENES BEYOND THE GMYK 



CHAPTER I. 

INTBODUOTOBT STATEMENT. 

Thbbe are no means to convey to man through 
ills ediemal senses, any jnst idea of ihe scenes X 
witnessed, while my body was reposing in its nn- 
consdons slumbers. life witiiin the veil, casi be 
appreciated cmly by those who exp^ience its mor- 
rng realities. 

No medium of communication is suflBdently dear, 
to giye tiie perfect outlines ||i|^t whidi is invisible 
and incomprehensible to morafel Words emjJioyed 
by men, are too cumbrous and unmeaning to bear 
the pure thought in its native form, frcwn the world 
within to that without ; for human utterance mars 
Ihe beauty and p^ection of heava:^ speech, and 
COTTupts tiie purity of thoughts thus conveyed. 

Ifoo gross are the vdiicles of human sense to con- 
duct to the dormant soul Imthful impressions of 
tiie most exterior manifestation of life in the world 
of peace. You urge me to a history, and yet I am 
so sensible of my utter inability that* tiloughts 
associated with the attempt ^ve me paisi. 

13 
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14 SCENES BEYOND THE GBAYE. 

Long had 1 discovered the yanity of earthly 
things, the imperfectioDs of human associations, the 
unreliability of vast portions of rdigious fidths and 
impressions, and tiie want of permanent peace in the 
disquieted soul of man. Most earnestly I desired to 
know more of the reality of that state called by mor- 
tals inmiortality, for I had early learned that the 
• outer world perished. At length, meditating from 
day to day, and while laboring to determine the nature 
and tendency of the hxmian soul, I became less con- 
scious of external things, and my inner mind grew 
stronger and more active, until the dim shadows of the 
objects and interests of this busy life of mortals ceased 
with the expiring view, and my vision closed to the 
outer world. Then objects new and strange appear- 
ed. Still I knew not that I was retiring from the 
world of sorrow and of human strife ; nor did I un- 
derstand that my spiritual vision was opening, and 
what I saw dimly mojjgg before me was a reality, 
the dawning of an*4!^ortal life. Still I seemed to 
be departing from some former condition and launch- 
ing oufe into A boundless sea, and to be traversing 
tmexplored regions, veiled in xmcertain vision, and 
floating in mM air over an inmieasurable deep be- 
low. Alone and ungnided, and possessed of a vague 
xmcertainty, my timid spirit fein would have return- 
ed to the land of shadows whence it came. 
• Half-conscious of my preset condition, with 
dreamy thoughts, I seemed to ask, is there no one 
femiliar with the journey I pursue, to guide me in 
my movements tlm>ugh this trackless space? When 
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lo ! in the distance, and aboye me, I saw a light dea- 
oending, hayiiig the appearance of a brilliant star, 
thither were 4|^ted the concentrated powers of 
1x17 perceptive being, nntil nothing was yisible 
but the approachihg light. As it advanced, its fore- 
shadowy halo illnmined the expanse about me, 
id lA^e^axisted being received new life fix>m the 
crating glory that|^)eamed npon it. Oently 
to move, and ascending, drew nearer the 
8<»rce of that light which gladdened and quickened 
my spirit. As I approached it, I began to discover 
the outlines of what appeared to me a glorified 
huaian being; gradually the figure became more dis- 
tinct, xmtil, poised in the atmosphere before and 
above me, was an angel, whose excellence &r ex« 
ceeded^ the highest conception of the fidrest image 
of my human thought. That form, more lovely 
than language hath power to portray, moved silentiy 
as it drew near me. Upftn her head was a crown, 
formed like gems of clustering rays. The light 
of her coxmtenance reflected like a flowing gar- 
ment the encircling manifestation of celestial love. 
In her left hand was a cross, emblem of melfaiess, 
innocence and rede^ning grace ; in her right hand 
a wand of pure intellectual light. Witii this she 
touched my lips, and like a flame of holy love, 
it quickened an immortal principle which dif- 
fbsed its enlivening spirit throughout my being. 1 
A new class of sensations awoke within me, 
and moving harmoniously, prompted ^ desire for 
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16 (Kfttm vatowo thb cmkYB, 

o(»npttQioiiflltip wi& die angelier being from whoM 
ba&d eame Ibiih ^bB B^aream of qtii cta a ia g light I 
looked upon bar, wiehing to leam her xiame, when 
lot Aq spoke. 13ie hanncmy ef her utterance filled 
me with miknown delight. She said: '^Marktta, 
Hioa desirest to know me. In mj errand to thee 1 
am called tiieAngd of Peace. I come to gdde th^ 
where those eodst who are from earth, whence tUSn 
art. Wonldst then profit by the lesson, frflow 
me. Bnt first behold thy foam in yonder world.** 
Tb&e^ ftr below me, and through a dark and 
misty way, I l>dield this sickly body aUat^rtalitr. 
Around it were gathered my anxious fidendSj^'an- 
ploying every means to awaken it, but all in rain. 
" Behold,'* said my glorions guide, " a picture 
of human life. There, kindred, tortured with sym* 
pathetic love, struggle to hold the crumbling yase, 
and keep the flidcering light from expiring, lliere, 
from youth to hoary age, rolls the tide of human 
woe. Fond hearts are severed. ^ Death veils from 
mortal sight the tender, lovely form. Hie opening 
flower that gladdens all around, folds its, expanding 
leaves, withered with the touch of death. There, 
hopes, like dreamy phantoms, float in the mid-air 
of &ncied bliss. As thy vision expandeth, witness 
thou the moving hosts. Earth, with her swarming 
millions, presents a mingled scene of tising iiopea 
ambition, strife and death. Her inhabitants are 
dismayed by the approadi and lear of Death, the 
fm destroyer. Time quiddy measureth the fleeting 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



y Google 



y Google 



SCENES BBYOHD THE GRAYB. 17 

moments of human existence, and generations fol- 
low generations in quick succession." 

To this address I replied, " These thoughts are 
the burden of my young and inexperienced 
mind. ISiese forms thou hast shown me^ are 
before my vision. like dew drops they pass 
away. This is the cause of my sorrow. Canst 
thou tell me in what portion of the universe tiiese 
beings find a restii^ places when their spirits de- 
part? Canst thou remove the veil that conceals 
them from mortal vision? Canst tiiou guide me 
where they are? O ! tell me, have they a hoane, or 
a place, and may I follow wli^re my loved ones have 
been borne?" 

2 
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QHAFTEB II. 

KAN AT DBATH. 

*^ WouLDST thou know the condition of the de- 
partecf members of thy race, and be made &miliar 
with the effeotB of the habits and associations of per- 
verted man ? Measnreably thou mayest ; but know 
thou that their conditions are varied." Then bid- 
ding me look upward she said, ^^ What ^beholdest 
ihouP' Obedient, I looked above me, and with 
wonder beheld an orb brighter by fsx than the sun 
of earth in its meridian glory. Light, pure, beam- 
ing along the celestial skies, radiated therd^m.—- » 
" There," said my guide, " are many thou wouldst 
eee, who, clothed in raiment soft and white, move 
in harmony. There, night-shades never Ml, and 
death and gloom have no element. Those who enjoy 
that blest abode do not suffer ; no sin or pain disturbs 
their calm repose. But more of this thou shalt 
hereafter learn. Other scenes less joyous must first 
be given thee. Marietta, thou knowest weU, that 
with man are varied characters. The departure 
of the ^irit firom its unsettled and shattered habi- 

18 
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tation bdow, worketh no change in its nature." 
Bien touching my fcarehead, again she said, " What 
seest thou?" My vision being opened to a new 
scene, I beheld before me forms without number, 
straggling in the agonies of deatii. Some in kingly 
palaces on dying couches richly hung with drapery 
ei costly price. Some in humble cottages ; others 
in gloomy prisons; haunts of vice and iniquity; 
lone forests; barren deserts, and in deep and 
wild waters. Some lying beneath the scorching 
sun ; some perishing upon bleak and snowy moun- 
tains ; some surrounded with weeping and attentive 
friends ; others dying alone and forgotten. Some 
perishiiig for their religion; others tortured by 
the cruel savage. Some aged, despised, helpless 
and forsaken; others, orphans, cast out and des- 
titute. Some expiring from wounds inflicted by 
the assassin; others crushed beneath the heavy 
tread of tiie war-horse in the battle-field. 

Thus where time and eternity meet, was revealed 
a scene of indescribable misery. " This," said my 
guide " is but a fidnt view of the effects of violated 
law." 

Touched again by the light beaming from her 
right hand, I beheld the immortality of those who 
were quitting their house of day, entering upon 
the r^ons of eternity and commencing new and 
untried realities. Around each dying fqjm were 
gathered spirits, varied in appearance and m 
movement. 

over battle-fielda were congregated spirits of the 
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dead, and aooording to the moral nature of the dy- 
ing, was that of attending spirits who awaited their 
arrival in tiie spirit world. In like manner, bH 
classes and conditions are effected, since tins interme- 
diate state or yestibnle of the spirit world, is visited 
by beings vaiying in character from the unholy and 
wretched, to the bright and sanctified angeld who 
in multitudes congregate at the portals of deatii, 
as messengers of God. And all classes as they 
emerge from the physical form are attracted to and 
mingle witii kindred associations, beings to whose 
character they assimilate. Those of discordant and 
tmhallowed natures are attracted by like dem^its, 
and «iter into r^^ns overhung with clouds of 
night; while tfeose, who for the love erf good, 
desire pxu^ associations, are by heavenly messen- 
gers conducted to the orb of glories appearing above 
the intermediate scene. 

The strange sensations of human spirits as they 
mingled with the disembodied multitudes, behold- 
ing what was transpiring around them, excited my 
wonder, and while watdiing their movements, I 
began to ask myself, if what I saw was a reality 
or m«re imagery reflected upon my mind in a 
dreamy state? Upon discovering my thoughts, my 
guide took me by the ha.nd saying, '' These beings 
moving about tliee, once the inhabitants of earth 
whence thou art, having left their mortal dwell- 
ings, are commencing a new state of existence. 
Their surprise is the effect of their sudden change 
from external objects and sense to spiritual^ and 
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Hieir more immediate knowledge of cause and 
efect. Bat more of this state and their condition 
shall be revealed, when that instraction will better 
befit thy mind. These scenes we will leave and 
Mcend to yon btight orb." Thns saying she led 
me toward the dond of Kght. 

While passing the intermediate she touched n^ 
again, and I became conscions of additional and 
ea5)anded vision. 

"Behold," said she, "the countless, planetary 
hosts. Mark the rolling orbs, suns, and systems 
of snns, moving in silence and harmony. The vast 
expanse is occupied and peopled with universes, 
constructed in infinite wisdom. These are in- 
habited by holy beings, happy and immortal, 
though varied in degree of devdopemait and re- 
fined spirituality." 

Again the organs of perception were touched, and 
lol above and aroxmd me. and &r in the distance, 
were passing and repassing with the quickness 
of thought, spirits of pure light. 

" These," said my guide, " are ministering an- 
gels ; their supreme delight is to go upon errands 
of mercy. Their home is with the ever blest. 
They are employed as guardian protectors and 
messengers of holy thot^ht to those in conditions 
below them." 

While beholding them ascend and descend, one 
drew near me, in whose arms, and borne upon 
whose angelic bosom, was an infiint spirit. The 
angel passed, and I saw that the nourished nestling 
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rested in calm sectirity, apparently consdons of its 
safety in the hands of its protector. Whence came 
this? I inquired; and the angel answered, ^' I re- 
ceived it from a heart-broken mother at the gateway 
of death, as the spark of life expired in the external 
wcwld, and am conveying it to the sphere of infency 
in the paradise of peace." 
As the in&nt's guardian spirit proceeded, we 
^ moved silently in the same direction, until the 
scenes below perished from my vision, and my 
being was absorbed in the bright light descend- 
ing from the orb we were approaching. Soon 
we entered a plain, whereon were visible trees, 
bearing fruit. Their interwoven branches formed 
an arched canopy of evergreen above ns. Passing 
through these shadowy groves, I was delighted 
with the melody of the birds, whose warbling notes 
arose in sweetest song. Uiere we paused. Sup- 
posing that I was on some terrestrial orb I inquired 
its name. 

My guide answered, " These trees, these flowers, 
these birds occupy the outer expanse of the spiritual 
paradise. So pure are they, and so refined, that 
mortals with beclouded vision may not bdiold 
them. And so soft their notes tiiat they are not 
made audible to the duU hearing of men. 
Beings inhabiting forms more gross, do not con- 
ceive the reality of the existence of nature so refined. 
Absent from thy body, thou canst comprehend 
through spiritual senses the existence and reality 
of spiritud habitations ; but what thou dost now 
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behold is bat the outline and more exteii<»r of tbe 
home of sprits. These floral plains, and warbling 
melodies, are but the lower order ai the external 
habitation of the sanctifi^ 

^^Dost thou discover that these groyes appear 
as if moved with adoration? and that these melo- 
dies which charm and invigorate thee with new 
life, are bnt notes offered to higher degrees of 
love? 

^Hare the rede^ned are first eondndied bj their 
guardian protectors, as they leave the valley and 
shallow of death, and here they are taught the 
mdim^its of imm(»rtal life* Sere they receive in- 
stmctive lessons relative to their heavenly abode, 
and learn the nature of pure love, unmarred by sin* 
Here are first tuned the lyres of ceasdess praise, 
as they learn to utter immortal accents to the Lord, 
their Bedeemer, and receive new-bom thoughts 
which bring to them increasing s^ise of the re- 
ality of their change. Here fiiends who have ad- 
vanced in spiritual attainments return £rom higher 
employm^it to welcome the spirit on its entrance 
upon this plane of the spirit world. Here kindred 
are permitted to meet and hold converse; and 'tis 
Iq these immortal groves where spirits first at- 
tempt in xmity the song of redeeming grace, and 
reposing in soft and heav^y sweetness, breathe 
the pure air of paradise." 

While listening to this strange, though welcome 
address, my spirit burned to meet the fiienda 
l<mg lost to me on earth. The angel said, ^' Thou 
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«rt not to tarrj, sinoe thy i»resatt mission is to leant 
tiie ccmdition of the departed child of God. When 
ihj course on earth is ended, here ikou shalt min^e 
in the infEuicy of thy immortal state, with thy kin- 
dred and recdve lessons, preparatory toan adyanoe 
to more exalted mansions, the more glorified home 
of the blessed." 

Then she readied out h^ hand, and pinched » 
rose that hung over ns, and bidding me receive its 
fragrance, with it touched my lips. Again a more 
interior sight was given, and I beheld around me, 
and moving in every direction, throi^h the varied 
floral scenes, happy beings without number. De- 
siring to mingle with them, I sought permission ; 
but my guide moved on, and upward through forests 
becoming more pure and Mr as we ascended. 



y Google 



CHAFFEE m, 

GITY OF PBAOB. 

At a distance, upon a sup^or plain I saw a 
dome of light. "Tliat," said my guide, "is the 
gateway leading to the City of Peace. There the 
manifestation of thy Eedeemer is made visible. 
There saints and angels abide; on harps of gold, and 
stringed instruments, with immortal lyres, in alle- 
luias, chant the Song of Redemption; the song 
<rf peace; the song of love undying." # 

"May I enter there?" I inquired. 

Again she touched my lips, and they moved, 
uttering praise in* xmaccustomed accents which 
melted into the harmony of celestial love. 

As we drew near, a class oi attendants, more 
glorious, gathered around the gateway, and one 
foremost addressed my guide in language I could 
not understand. Music, the music of love, was in 
their conversation, and joy as a halo, encompassed 
ihem as they welcomed us at the enta^nce of the 
Holy Sanctuary. 

A gate of jasper, set with diamonds, op^ied, 
and two angelic beings approach<^, and taking 
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me by each hand, led 1117 tremulous spirit towards 
an inner gate, a more immediate entrance to the 
pa?]llion of light. 

Then I r^nembered mj discordant state; then 
thoughts of my former sins, my donbts, and rebel- 
lious nature, rushed upon my mind, and feeling 
entirely unprepared to endure llie glory of the assem- 
blage, my spirit fiuled me. The angelic attendants 
th^i bore me in tbjeix arms along the portal to the 
feet of a being most glorious. Upcm his head was 
a crown of pure light, and oyer his shoulders hung 
golden locks 1 His loyelinese, can never be ex- 
pressed. 

^^This, Marietta,'' said an attending angd, ^^is 
thy Bedeemer. For thee in incarnation he suffered. 
For thee without the gate treading the winepress 
dlone, he expired.'' Awed by his goodness, ten- 
derness and love, I bowed, feding that if worthy I 
would worship him. 

Eeaching &rth his hand he rau^ me up, and 
in a voice that fOled my soul with inexpressible 
delight, said, "Welcome, my child. Daughter, 
spirit of a race forlorn, enter tiiou for a season the 
portals of the redeemed." Then addressing the sur- 
rounding beings, continued, "Eeceive this your com- 
panion spirit." And lol the worshiping congre- 
gation arose as upon the breath of holy love, and, 
meekly welcomed me as an heir of grace, and with 
tuned instruments the immortal choir dianted the 
spirit's welcome — 

"Worthy is the Lamb who hath redeemed us. 
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Exalt His name, all ye sanefified, yea adore TTim, 
ye cherabim who worship in the celestial heavens. 
Adore Him, for He hath exalted ns. We will prijse 
His name, the name oi oxa God Most High. 

*^e will bow down and worship at His fe^ We 
wHl sing of His loving kindness. Waft, Oyebreeans 
of immortal love! waft ye His name thronghont 
the xmiverse of wordiiping beings. For lot from 
the depths of iniquity, and from death is exalted 
our sister, who from the hands ci omr Prince and 
Savior, we receive. Utt^ alleluias to Him forever, 
all ye adoring hosts. Utter ye His praise forever.'' 

The music of this soft and melodious utterance, 
moved like the voice of many waters, filling the 
entire dome, and as the anthem dosed, the echo 
departed in the distance, as though borne from 
wave to wave, along tEe holy atmosphere. 

The spirit of praise so inspired each choralist 
with the frdlness of divine melody, that moved by it, 
they softly toudied the silver diords of their golden 
hai^, causing each note to reverbarate as if gliding 
along the sensitive nerves of spirit hearts, compo* 
nents of one immortal lyre. 

Eadi measure like noiseless waves swelled over 
that sea of mind ; and with their gentle undulations 
I seemed to be moving whai a spirit from the in« 
numerable company approached and addressing me 
in a fruniliar manner called me by nam*. 

The spell of music being broken, I was much 
affected to find myself in Hie embrace of one who 
on earth I had loved with the affection of an in&nt 



y Google 



28 SOBlfES BBTOKD THB QRJLYB. 

fiool. With willingneBS I Bank into her arms, and 
Qh» with a siflter's tendemees preBsed me to her 
immortal form, saying, ^' Sister spirit, wdioome, for 
a season to onr home of peace.'' 

^^ Thrice weloome," uttered the music of a thons- 
nd voices, and lol aroimd me gathered those I 
loved, all eager to greet me, and receive ma to 
ih«r kind embrace. 

Aroimd ns, and in this spadons room, appeared 
sei^ in form of an amphitheatre, jet glorious be- 
yond description. Hereon we rested. Mingling 
with them, were many old and fiuniliar Mends. 

Although I knew them, their appearance was 
unlike that while upon earth, each being an imbodi- 
ment of intellect unassociated with the physical 
form, in which I had known them before. Not hav- 
ing power, or any means adapted to convey a just 
idea, I can only give feeble utterance to my eon^p- 
tions of their nature by saying, they appeared all 
mind, all light, all glory, all adoration, all love 
supremely pure, all peace and calm serenity, all 
united in sublime employ, all expressicoi of heav- 
enly unfolding joy. 

Freely did they cOTiverse, nor did they use tiie 
language of human b^gs. They spoke and no 
audible utterance attended, yet thought moved with 
thought, and spirit was &miliar with the mind 
of spirit. Ideas associated with th^ heavenly life, 
flowed from being to being, and soon I learned that 
in heaven^ there is no concealment. Harmony 
of soul, harmony of desire, harmony of speech. 
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hBitmcmj in the swelling noteB of adoring anth^s^ 
haimony in instroctiye moT^nent, harmony in in- 
creasing thought, hannony was their life, tbdr lore, 
their manifestation, and supreme ddight 

A^idn with harps tuned in unison of hann<Hiio 
praise^ and in the ascemfing octave, thqr chanted 
a hymn to their Maker's name* My guide urged 
me to unite in the animating song of redemption. 
I could not join them, being absorbed in the contem- 
plation and glory of this long-sought home of rest. 
When they closed that sacred hymn, my guide, 
touching my lips again with the wand of light, 
bade me mingle,, a companion, with the members 
of this dirine abode. 

Being after being pressed to mine, immortal lips, 
and seemed anxious to fold me in their arms. 
As a soul, new-bom, they caressed me, after look- 
ing up in thankftdness to their Bedeemer and 
their Lord. 

"And is this Heaven?'' my spirit said. "Are 
these happy souls those who once struggled in forms 
of clay ? Are these immortal visages, radiant with 
the glory of this adoring mansion, the spiritual 
countenances of those I have before seen in care- 
worn life? And where has fled that age and de- 
^ crepitude, ye parent spirits ?" 

Often have I listened to you, my earthly teacher, 
while laboring to convey to the understandings 
of your audience, some faint idea of your concep- 
tions of immortal life. Often have I discovered 
manifest grief when in spirit you appeared to realize 
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that upon most minds all was but an ineifectoal 
efibrt And tiien I have asked, can heayen be flms 
gl(»ioiist is not the picture too highly wronghtt and 
may man, if he attain to that blest abode, bask in 
tbe sunbeams of such supreme delight? And be 
assured, the highest thooghts of man &il to ap* 
proach the reality and the delights of that heavenly 
scene. 
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Then approaclied me one whom on earth I had 
seen bending tremulously oyer the pilgrim's stafil I 
knew twas one &miliar, one of age and emaciated 
form, whose hoary head once told the stcoy of a life 
of woe. In immortal yonth the spirit stood before 
me; no staff was there; no trembling fitune, no 
grief-worn dieek, no hoUow eye, no sickly form ; 
bat light and health and vigor were manifest. And 
the spirit said, ^^ Behold in me the eSiCScy of re- 
deeming grace. This heart was once tiie cage 
of thoughts nnholy. These hands were employed 
in sin. Hiese feet moved swifUy in the downward* 
road that led to sorrow and to death. This form 
of mine, thongh not this form, yet that in which 
I nsed to live, was worn with grief, cormpt and 
dying with disease. But now, all hail that name, 
Lnmannel ! throngh Him, redeemed, I wear habili- 
ments of light and exist in immortal yonth. This 
song I chant, O death, where is thy sting? and 
grave, thy victory nowi Worthy is the Lamb who 
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offeored Himself to rede^u I Worthy — O give Him 
adoration, ye comitless hosts, ye imimnerable 
throng ! Worship and adore Him, all intelligenoeB 1 
yea let nniverses adore} Adore Him, for He is 
worthy to receive anthems of universal praise I" — 
And while nttering this psalm, the peopled ex- 
panse nniting, lifted on high an immeasurable 
volume of notes divine. 

Then appeared a company of children, who hand 
in hand, moved around and their infant voices 
chanted : " Praise Him, for lo 1 while on earth He 
6md, ' Suffer i^filnts and babes to come to me and 
forbid them not; yea, suffer little children, and 
fibrbid them not, to come unto me/'* 
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OHAFEER V. 

THB OLOBT OF THS OXOSS. 

When this new song was ended, light su- 
premely above tiiat before witnessed, descended. 
I looked, and lol the dome above me parted, 
and beings far more glorious approached. Awed 
by the presence of the light, and desiring to flee 
before it, I approached my gnide, who said, " What 
thon hast seen Marietta, is but the earnest of joys to 
come. Here thou hast been welcomed, and here 
witnessed this manifestation of thy Bedeemer, and 
the harmony c^ this entrance to the divine abode. 
But, behold! above thee the descending glory of 
the Cross appears. Spirits, members erf thy race, 
redeemed, who are advanced to higher life, attend. 
Mark the forshadowing of the glory of the Seventh 
Sphere. These angds wait on thee." 

Then visible above me appeared a Cross, boise 
in the midst of twelve, on whose cirde I read, 
"Patriarchs, Prophets and Apostles." Above it 
was written, " Jesus of Nazareth, King of ^e Jews.^ 
Bowing at the &et was ft spirit, whose raim^t 
3 33 
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was white, and expression that of holy adoration. 
8he kissed the Cross, and then descending, ap« 
profiched me, and in music of speech, superior to 
that of the anthems to which I had listened with 
wonder and delight, she said, "Welcome spirit 
from the world of woe. Lo I by the will of JesiK), 
even that Jesus crucified, my Lord and Eedeemer, 
I come to commune with thee. 15s but by hiB 
permission thou art admitted here ; and be not sad, 
though thou shouldst be required to return to thy 
friends on earth." 

The thought of being subjected again to the sins 
and misfortunes of my former life, so affected me 
that it seemed as if I was quitting the diyine abode, 
and rapidly descending to earth; when lol I was 
em,bra^ by my guide, who said, "When thou 
retumest, thou shalt go to bear a message of 
holy love, to earth; and at an appointed time, 
freefr(wn the power of mortal attachments, thou 
shalt enter here, a member of the holy band.'' 

The spirit who descended from the Cross then said, 
*'What thou seest, and the message I give thee, 
thou shalt unfold to my son in mortality, struggling 
in the vales of night. Eelate to him the story 
of descending light. In dove-like form, bear from 
eternity the olive-branch of Truth. Press it to 
his heart, and it shall bud and blossom, and 
after much conflict, bear the ripened fruit. 

"Marietta, thou hast been conducted here for 
a wise end, and for that purpose I am permitted 
to instruct thee in many things, pertainini' to earth 
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and heaven. The thought of returning makes thee 
sad ; yet thou shalt go laden with riches, the riches 
of instructiye truth, which as germs shall prepare 
the way for greater light. 

'Tirst learn that all Hbayek betebes the Oboss. 
Before it myriads bow, and around it the redeemed, 
delight to linger. Earth's religions are but dreamy 
scenes, compared to these. Vague and imperfect 
are the highest conceptions of the human soul, 
relative to our condition here. Tis but just above 
the plains of earth, where in perfect order b^ins 
the Spiritual Heaven. Around it move the guar- 
dijm spirits. Mingling, as permitted, with the 
inhabitants of earth are coxmtless guardian angels ; 
no day, nor hour, nor moment passeth, but each 
mortal is watched by the spirit appointed to his 
charge. 

"Man knoweth not the nature ojf sin, nor the 
fullness of Grace in his Kedemption. He will 
not believe, even though from eternity angels 
gather round him, to tell the story of immortality. 
Numb^less are the causes, to prevent the light 
of heaven from reaching fmd controlling the race 
of man, wretched and deathward tending. But the 
time draweth near, when man shall become more 
conscious of the reality of this abode; when his 
attention shall be turned more fnUy to the truth 
of Inner life. Man's redemption draweth nigh. 
Let angels swell the chorus; fear soon the Savior 
descendeth, with holy att^iding angelR." 

She then led the heavenly diapason of an im- 
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mortal hymn, too full and too harmoaioiiB in 
movement to be transmitted by hnman language. 
At its dose Bhe said, '' Sister spirit, rest than in 
the embrace of holy affection. Observe what pas- 
9etii aronnd thee; for lol shtdl be mirrored npon 
thy mind a jGsdnt, descending and remote expres- 
sion of the joy ^t fills this land of peace. Thou 
didst notice when I descended, I kissed the Gross. 
All saints delist themselves in thus expressing 
their remembrance and regard for their Bedeemer 
^o offered bimself a sacrifice." 

A panse in the address ensued, during which, 
voices, apparantly in the distance, arose in soft 
and. melodious alleluias. The accents moved like 
living beings, seeking to wake the song of re- 
demption in every spirit throughout the vast as- 
semblage. 

" Who are Ijiese ?" I inquired. " These are they,'' 
she said, " who having come out of great tribulation, 
cease not day nor night to raise their anthems high, 
in exaltation of their Savior's name. The heaven 
of heavens is animate with this celestial love. 
Fr<Hn saints, who in earth's cottage humbly adore 
and sing of rede^ning grace, through pathways 
d ascending life, is borne on high the soul in- 
spiring melody oi heavenly adoration. Above thee 
thou dost discover, moving in primeval light, beings 
of higher attainment. 

"Wouldst tiiou dwell for ever in this world of 
peace, joy and love divine? Wouldst thou bear 
some humble part with the psalms of these im 
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xn(M*tal choralists? Be tbon admonished of Hiy 
former incredulity, thy want of fidfli and consecra- 
tion ; for there are no other means than those in 
Christ, the Kedeemer, by which to attain inher- 
itance in this blest abode." 

This last address reviyed within me remembrance 
of my formar doubts, my want of confidence in t^e 
Savior, and of consecration to his cause. My spirit 
drooped. I saw the justice of the mild repro<rf, and 
inquired, "May I yet hope? Or is the opportunity 
to secure this heaven of life forev^ gone? Fain 
would I give myself, my all. Fain would I return 
no more to earth. O, that I could forever dwell 
where peace like a river gently floweth, and love 
unpolluted, moveth from heart to heart!" 

"Be faithful then," said the spirit, "to flie light 
given, and at last thou shalt enjoy Hie bliss of 
heaven. "Marietta, the scene now passing before 
thee, is one fraught with interest. In this assembly 
are the Prophets and martyred Saints. See, their 
raiment is white, pure and transparent. Upon their 
breast is the manifestation of the Cross. In their 
left hand is a golden censer, and in their right a 
small volume." 

The scene expanded and I saw that from the 
centre, and around which the multitudes were con 
gr^ated, arose a pyramid whose column was com- 
posed of pearls and most precious stones, set with 
crosses of spiritualised diamond^ upon which were 
engraven the names of those who had suffered 
for their love of Truth, and who not counting 
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their lives dear, had endured persecation eveii 
unto death. Upon this column stood three spirits, 
in the attitude of meekness and adoration, hold- 
ing in their hand, and above them a Cross from 
which floated a banner ever tmftirling, — "These,'* 
said my guide, "are select, one Patriarch, one 
Prophet, and one Apostle. They represent the 
triune circle of commissioned saints who shall at- 
tend the reappearing of the Son of Man, and shall 
go forth in the day appointed, gathering together 
the elect from the four winds, from the uttermost 
part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven." 

" The volumes the spirits hold in their hands un- 
fold the order of creation, the redemption of man, 
and the principles which govern the obedient, world 
without end," 
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THE child's NABBATION. 

As .the fonner scene closed upon my view, the 
spirit who kissed the Gross, raised her hand, radiant 
with the light of life, and two children drew near. 
As they approached, they bowed gracefully, and 
each placing a hand in hers, with meekness 
looked into her lovely fiice and smiled. 

Addressing me she said, ''These children left 
Ihe form while in their infancy, and being innocent, 
were conducted to the paradise of innocence in the 
Seventh Sphere; which is a state of moral purity 
and intellectual harmony." 

The eldest of the two, thus introduced, said, 
"Marietta, I rejoice to commune with thee, since 
thou shalt return to those who loved us and who 
mourned our departure from the vaUey of death. 

"Wh^i thou art again conversing with mortals, 
say to him who now sits by thy body, that we 
have learned that though parents may grieve for 
us, ours is a cup overflowing with gladness to the 
spirit made free. 

" Marietta, this is the world we know. Here we 
first awoke to the reality of our eadstenoe. Earth 
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we visit, conducted by our guardian angels, but it 
is unlike heaven. There we witness sorrow, pain 
and deadi; here, harmony, happiness and life 
abide." 

He then looked down as if in deep meditation 
and all was silent. I thought the subject which 
had engaged his mind, had made him sad, but soon 
saw that his attitude was occasioned by the ap- 
proach of an angel who in ascending had passed 
just above us. O, how my being was afifected al 
the sight 1 light surrounded her as a well wrought 
garment. Her very movement was thtt harmony 
6f harmonies. I desired to follow, and said, ^^O 
tell me, who is this so glorious? I feel her sacred 
influence, and ardently desire to eiqoy the society 
and the abode of such beings." 

"This," said the spirit, "is an angel whobe^ 
longs to. the InfiEint Paradise. Have you not read 
in the Gospel, that blessed expression of the Ee* 
deemer, " In heaven their angels always behold the 
face of their Heavenly Father? This angel has the 
guardian protection of infants, and is commissioned 
to meet infant spirits as they leave the external 
world and enter into the spiritual. She pauses in 
her ascension ^r thee. She holds out her arms, 
and what seest thou, Marietta?" "A small pale 
light," I answered. 

The angel then breathed up<m it, as if imparting 
life, and pressed it to her bosom in fondness in- 
finitely above that manifested by earthly mothers. 
I knew the Uttle spirit was at rest. Feeling the 
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heaven that enoompassed and pervaded the angel, 
again I wished to fly away, and with the infimt 
be forever blessed. But while I was straggling 
to ascend, the angel arose — one flash of light and 
she disappeared. 

Then a fiu* different scene was revealed — ^below 
zne in a littto room, I saw a female kneeling by the 
lifeless body of her departed child. She convulsed, 
and at times tears streamed frcMn her eyes, and 
then her &ce was as marble, her eyes set and 
glassy, and her whole form quivered while she 
pressed Mss sSber kiss upon the cold cheek of her 
lost babe. At this juncture a man dressed in black 
gravely entered. The group gave way and he 
silently approached the weeping mother, and taking 
her by the hand said, " ^ter arise, llie Lord gave 
and tiie Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name 
of the Lord. Jesus said, suffer little children to 
come unto me and forbid them not, for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, their 
angels always behold the face of their Heavenly 
Father." 

Next I saw that mother, sitting beside a coffin, 
in an earthly assemblage. Her eye was fixed 
upon the ceiling. Her countenance wore an ex* 
pression of despair. Before the coffin stood the 
grave looking man, whom I had seen enter the room 
of death. He read a Psalm, offered prayer for the 
afflicted, and then encouraged the mourners, by 
endeavoring to prove from the sacred text, that 
the babe, though dead shall live again, and that 
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an angd had conveyed it to Abraham's bosom. 

The assembly disappeared, and the child ad 
dressed me saying, ^^The lifeless form just seen in 
the vision, was the representation of my own body, 
the weepmg mother was my own mother; the 
scene was that whidi transpired when I left that 
body; the grave looking man was the minister of a 
congr^ation in the outer world. 

^^The angel who while passing us paused, was 
the bright spirit who conveyed me &r above the 
influence of evil magnetism, to a place prepared 
fcHT the young and delicate in&nt, where spirits 
appointed, are ever occupied in nourishing in&nt 
minds. Dost thou wish to visit fliat nursery?" 
Thus saying he looked up to the spirit, as if to 
ask permission to conduct me there. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

ABTISTIO OBDEB OF INFANT FABAt>I8B. 

In a moment we were ascending in the direction 
of the angel who had borne along the in&nt, and 
who had disappeared in the light. Soon we drew 
near tiiat which at first appeared like a city bnilt 
in the midst of a floral plain. There appeared 
stately edifices and streets lined with trees whose 
foliage cast a lovely shade; on whose branches 
buds of all colors appeared; and although all were 
singing with different notes, all mingled in one ML 
and perfect harmony. Many corresponded to those 
on earth, and yet were as superior to them as Hie 
Paradise itself was superior to the mortal world. 

As we advanced, the beauty and harmony in- 
creased, and new scenes appeared. The architectose 
of the edifices, the sculptures in Hie open air, &e 
fountains that sparkled in the light, the trees that 
waved their extended branches, Hie flowers and 
flowering vines becoming more majestic, interwoven 
and beautifdl. There were also many avenues, each 
of which, slightly ascending, led to a common 
centre toward which we pursued our way. 
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As we advanced, I perceived before me a vast 
and complicated stmctore, whose oater walls and 
towers appeared formed of marble, that was in ap- 
pearance delicate as snow. This served as die foun- 
dation of a vast canopy, like a dome, though &r 
too extended to be expressed by the earthly archi- 
tectural meaning of that term. We drew near this 
building, and I perceived that the dome was sus- 
pended over the vast circular space. "This," said 
my guide, "is the place where all infimts from thy 
globe are gathered for the instruction and support 
of their infant natures. Thou didst discover, as 
we moved along the avenues, on either side edifices. 
Each of these corresponds to what mortals call a 
nursery for the young. There infiemts are first 
conducted, and there nourished beneath the smile 
of their guardian angels. Each, though somewhat 
varying, is a miniature of this vast temple of in- 
structive manifestation, and each is a home for 
the in&nt spirits who enter th^«, until they attain 
to higher degrees, and enter the Paradise of more 
advanced youthM existence, for d^ees of instruc- 
tion adapted to a more intellectual condition. Over 
each of these are appointed seven maternal guar- 
dians. * Thou seest. Marietta, that no two edifices 
are perfectly alike in interior beauly, external 
form or decoration, but that all harmoniously 
combine; and also, that each guardian angel is 
different in the radiative Kght and individuality 
of t^e &C6 and form. This thou art permitted to 
know. 
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^^Wheaever an infimt dies (m earth, the imgel 
goardian who bears up the Bpirit to tiie Land of 
Peace, peroeiYes its inteiior type of mind, and 
according to its type it is dassed with others of like 
order ci inteUigence; and as the skillM gardener 
cm earth in one floral diYision tarains the Yariona 
species of the lily, and in another oompartment 
roses, and in anc^^ the camellias or Hie honey- 
suckles; so h^re angelic wisdom classifies && 
in&nt spirits, and according to their Yari^ of 
artistic, sdentific, and social tendencies, assigneth 
each a home best adapted to the unfolding of its 
int^or germs of Hfb, into inteUectoal, artistic or 
industrial harmony. 

" OYer each edifice preside ssYen guardian angels, 
who collectiYely form one octave of instruction, 
each angd bang of that type of mind which agrees 
with his associates, as one note harmonizes with 
the associate tones and semi-tones oi the harmonic 
scale. 

^^Each of these seven guardians is ike superkr 
q{ a subordinate octave of more youthfiil spirits, 
who perform duties assigned to them, according to 
their type of being, in the harmonic system of paara- 
disical instruction ; and each- ci these presides ovfir 
a separate dass of in&nt beings. 

'^ Seven of these edifices compose one greater 
£unily, and each separate -palace ol instruction, 
which is embosomed in its own separate gardens 
and enclosures, is <me of seven of associate variety, 
and of like degree; and seven of these in their tmn 
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form the subordinate diTisions of one more com- 
posite and magnificent palatial temple, whose 
centre pavilion is adapted to instmction in more 
exalted degrees of paradisical tmth. 

^'The centre palace of each ward is thus a mag- 
nificent temple of instruction, encircled in artistic 
splendors and fioral harmonies, corresponding to 
its degree, and this is surrounded by seven lesser 
pavillions of architectural beauty, encircled by cor- 
responding adornments adi^ted to their aabor- 
dinate but exalted conditions;, and each of these 
last is also the centre of a lesser octave of edifices^ 
also adorned with stately forms of blooming and 
sculptured perfection. In these last the infants 
dwell, and are led forth each day, or each successive 
period corresponding thereto, to the superior pal- 
aces, and to the c^itre pavilion, for the education 
of their unfolding natures. 

'^As soon as these infants arise to a d^vee 
suitable for Uie general assembly in the great and 
centre dome, or temple of instruction, they are led 
first from their several homos to their separate 
centre school, and then all emerge from the different 
wards and move beneath a cloud of angel choralists, 
wkio chant loud alleluias to their Prince and Savior, 
and with whose harmony the infimts move toward 
the outer temple." 
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THE PABADISIOAL KUBSEBY. 

As tho spirit (dosed, I saw on our righi a portion 
of one of the lesser temples remove, as if an in- 
visible hand gathered it in a manner corresponding 
to the r^noval of a snsp^ided cnrtain, and lol to 
my already astonished spirit, tiiere appeared visible 
the interior of one of the nurseries, supremely 
light vnth the glory thereof, and adorned with 
artistic beauty correspondent to the majestic ap- 
pearance of the paradise of infiants. At first I was 
greatly abashed, feeling my own unfitness to behdd 
any abode so pure, lovely and majestic. " There," 
I unconsciously uttered, " is heaven." My reflec- 
tions were perceived by my instructress who ob- 
served, "Marietta, behold the manifestation of 
infant life in Paradise. Let us enter, and there 
thou shalt learn the true condition of those who 
as babes leave the world of sorrow, and who are 
immediately conveyed to this place and are hence- 
forth happy. Little do mortals know of the bles- 
sedness attending their littie ones who leave in the 
morning of their existence. Those who believe in 
Christ, become reconciled to the loss, but this is 
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mostly upon condition of the law of Bnbmission es- 
tablished in the Christian's heart. I was once a 
mother in the world of sorrow and loss. There I 
learned to weep, and there I also learned the 
priceless value of Mtk in God's mercy through our 
Lord Jesns Oirist; there, Mari^^ta, did I bid adieu 
to the infants, who lived but to pain a mother's 
heart at the parting. 

"Thrice I pressed to my fond heart the loved 
babes, flesh of my flesh, b(me of my bcme and life 
of my life, and looking up to God, adored him f<»r 
the precious gifts. But scarcdy had I with b9pe 
illumed the future, and placed my heart upon Hiem, 
ere, like young and tender buds they were nipped 
by the frost of death, and I was left wounded and 
forlorn. I hoped in Jesus, and consigned them to 
him, believing they were well ; but, Marietta, had 
I only known, yea could I have but seen what 
thou now seest, then would my soul have had from 
knowledge added, to fsuth, greater rest, for here the 
babe who has left its parents in woe, but waits 
their arrival, and h^re it is safe from the contamin- 
ations (^the vices and sins of the Mien race. See, 
Marietta," she continued " these germs of immor- 
tality." 

I beheld and lol the interior that was opened 
before me was diat of a temjde gloriously adorned. 
Jjk circular ti«», one rising above anotiier, were 
niches or segments of circles, as wrought in gold 
and overdiadowed with a seraph. In eadi reposed 
on in&nt spirit. Before eadi was an attending 
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0rgQ«rdiaii angel, whose emplojmimt oonsiBto in 
fitting for higher life the genn formation oi the 
q^t £>r Ha eternal existenoe in holy nsefialness. 
The angd breathes upon it and eyeiy breath cai^BS 
ite capacity and life to expand, for the breath is 
ftat of hdj love and inspiration, as her life ii 
in God whose Qnickening Spirit pervades all angds 
in Ihe heavens. 

As we Altered, I saw that those infimts, as they 
awoke to ^ill greats consdonsness, and as tii€)y 
behdd their angel bending oyer them, wore a^ 
ezpressiye smile, and were happy. 

Coidd I portray to you this one nnmery, and so 
fix it in yonr mind that yon conld realise its glorions 
magnificenoe, tiien would I be mose content, but I 
ecmnot. No -means are given me ; no moitel ca& 
know. Conld yon enter there with me, yon would 
behcdd in the centre, held in an angal'a hand, a 
Gross, as of pore, transparent, rad spiritualized 
gold ; and on either hand maternal spirits directing 
yonthM maid^is while em^doyed with the newly- 
arrived in£Emt spirits committed to their charge. 
FrcNtn the silkai, cradle-like resting place, adorned 
with blossoms of every hue, overshadowed with the 
seraphim, were constantly arising those who had 
been laid* there by those spirits who had received 
ihem at the hands of bereaved parents. As they 
arise they float as with wings of pure light amid the 
moving angels who conduct them as they learn to 
move and to observe the nature and employment 
of the ftmily of spirits who watch over thenu 
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Each angd also has maay forms of external imagery 
by which to impress the first principles of tnitli 
npon their minds, as best befits their organism and 
capacity. 

Hiere are also angels appointed, who tondi in 
softest notes, the varied instruments upon whidi 
is made melody. This mtrsic is ever mingling with 
that of angelic voices of sweet and heavenly ntter- 
ance. The dome or temple is so constructed as to 
echo, in gentle nndnlaticms, each strain, which 
appears to move with the life of the place. So soft, 
sweet, and melodious was that music, thai it served 
as life to give action and strength to the sprit 
nerve of those who were reposing beneath the smile 
of their guardians. " This," said the spirit who had 
conducted me there, " is but one of the many of 
these great temples, and corresponds to all in this 
d^ree. Here — oh I that earthly parents could realize 
it — ^is, as it were, the birth-place of those who are 
not permitted to tarry in the outer form until under- 
standing awakes within them. From this thqr 
ascend to places prepared. But, Marietta, thou hast 
not witnessed the most delightftd of all the realities 
connected with this temple." 
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CHAPTER DC. 

INFANTS BEOEIVBD BY THE SAVIOB. 

As she spoke, each of the guardian angels arose 
with the infant of her charge, and poised in the 
great space within the galaxy of choralists, and 
around the angel who held the Cross. Instantly 
a light, infinitely superior to that in the temple, 
descended from above; and I was awed with the 
august presence of a retinue of angels, in whose 
midst was one like unto that glorious Being I hod 
been informed was my Eedeemee. 

As they approached the centre, the manifestation 
of the Cross disappeared before the greater light ; the 
angel retinue paused, and the Being whom they 
attended smilingly said, " Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not." The sweetness 
and gentleness of the expression, and the love that 
Bhone from his fece as these words moved from his 
lips, overcame me, and I sank at the feet of my 
heavenly conductor, who raised me up, and drew me 
to her angel breast. 

I would that the world could see and hear what 
then occurred. As he spoke, those guardian angels 
drew near, and each presented him with their trea- 
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sure. He moved his hand above them, and good- 
ness, like dew-drops, fell therefrom, and the in&nts 
appeared to drink as from a fomitain of living water. 
'Biej were blessed. The emanation fix>m that Being 
was the breath of life. Tiie temple wore a new 
aspect. As the scene was closing, the angels who 
attended him played upon stringed instroments, 
and snng of Bedemption. He moved his gradons 
hand as if in approbation of what the goardian 
angels had done; and they all bowed, and vdled 
their faces in the garment of glory that encompassed 
them. Suddenly mnsic, like the voice of many 
waters, arose from every temple in the broad nnr- 
seiy of the great city. And as the utterance moved 
forth in one swelling wave of angelic song, that 
Being, with those who had accompanied him, re- 
ascended, and the angels of this temple resumed 
their former movement. 

" This,'' said my guide, " is but the more simple 
portion of the heavenly exercises connected with the 
pleasing occupation of those who are appointed to 
rear infant spirits, in preparation for unfolding 
their being into enlarged capacity and useful employ- 
ment. The earth, if man had not there departed 
from purity and harmony, and thence from aflSnity 
and companionship with beings of an exalted nature, 
would have been a proper nursery for new-boro 
spirits, 

" Sin, Marietta, removed the condition of the sin- 
ner from that of angds ; for by it his moral nature 
becaooe changed. Angels are pure. No stain is 
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foimd upon them, — ^no evil desires ever awaken im- 
proper energies within them. From them emani^M 
life in its pure dement. That life nourishes a like 
element. More dependent spirits arise within their 
halo of divine existenee. They are, in like manner, 
moving vdthin the glory that encompasses the socie- 
ties more exalted than themselves; and these are, 
in like manner, moving in the light, and enjoying 
the life-sphere of a still higher class of beings. Thus, 
all pure spiritnal beings united, exist in spheres of 
higher life ; and, as one being of greater capacity, 
exist in the life descending jfrom God, the life of eil. 
Superior orbs and systems, in like manner, move in 
the spheres of those more exalted ; and, receiving per- 
petual supplies from them, are refined and exalted, 
until the terrestrial becomes the spiritual, and the 
spiritual the celestial. 

" The discordant are severed from the aflBnity of 
tiiose natures above, and their loss is that relation 
which blends them with the harmonic laws and 
beings of celestial order. Men do not know the 
loss they sustain, while in the darkness consequent 
upon their condition, and therefore they do not pro- 
perly realize the necessity and benefit of a Savior. 
Whoever restores the aflBnity lost, is the Kedeemer, 
But since one d^ree of harmonic life descends to 
another, and one receiving from, rises to another, by 
tiie Spirit of God, the life of all, thou canst readily 
perceive that none but He who controls life could 
cause harmonic life to desc^id to degrees opposite to 
itself! And thus is made manifest the great truth of 
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Eedemption by the Incarnate Spirit of God. Here 
those who are mature are enabled to understand the 
law of salvation, even life in Christ, and. by means 
of this knowledge, are led to acceptable adoration 
of Him who is their Kedeemer. 

" Thou didst notice, that as He who blessed these 
littie ones ascended, all the nurseries of this great 
city chanted as one, praises to God and the Lamb. 
This was spontaneous ; for those who know the con- 
sequences of sin are the better prepared to behold in 
Jesus condescension and mercy infinite, and from 
their inmost being, to adore him. But when he 
moves in their midst, they utter songs silently, 
which, as he is withdrawing from them, assume 
outward expression. These happy beings. Marietta, 
could no more refrain from that ftdl manifestation of 
]oy and thanksgiving, than life could cease to flow 
from Him who is the Author of life. Thus it is 
throughout all heaven, and more especially aU 
abodes of preparation for spirits of the redeemed. 
Dost thou not realize that each breath of those beings 
around thee is but a separate volume of praise to 
God? 

" If men in the body knew the goodness of God 
in redemption, they would cease from evil, and learn 
righteousness and the ways of peace. Marietta, 
understandest thou this ?" 

I felt the reproof, knowing my former infidelity 
as to salvation through Jesus, and fiiin would have 
vdled my spirit from the scrutiny of that spirit who 
thus addressed me. I knew I had doubted the im« 
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mortaliiy of the sotd, and man's restoration fix)m 
evil tiiron^ the Lord Jesus Christ. And now I 
beheld that he is all and in all; the source of eyery 
pure and holy ddight, and the theme of aU I had 
been permitted to see in the world of spirits. 

lids, beloved Pastor, is the lesson which all the 
redeemed study with supreme delight, and which, 
when learned, inspires them with love too great for 
expression. And while I seek to describe it to j^ 
1 feel my own inability to express, in human lan- 
guage, the extatic fulness of that holy passion, and 
the weakness of human language to declare the sense 
of that love. 

As soon as the angels had resumed their former 
positions, my guide informed me, that those infant 
spirits I had just beheld blest by the Eedeemer, had 
been given into the charge of other angels, whose 
delight was to gently train the mind by means 
adapted to their advancing condition ; and that now 
was approaching a scene in which I should witness 
the reception c£ infants just from earth. As she 
closed, I saw above and around, angels poising in 
the serene atmosphere, waiting with their treasures* 
tiie moment to arrive for them to enter the temple. 
When the former angels had given up their charge, 
and were preparing to receive another dass, these 
entered and occupied the centre around the Cross. 
At first their movement was irregular, but not dis- 
turbed. Then the softest and most gentle music 
commenced, as if harmony had awakened from her 
sacred stillness, and moved in almost silent utter- 
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gtioe, like Bome tqdrit breath, firom the heart of 
gentieneBB and love. I was BnrpriBed at the quiel 
moyement of iMs sweet music, and felt somewhal 
impatient with desire for some angel to touch the 
swelling notes now burdened with the melody whkh 
appeared to me stippressed. But my goide rdieved 
ijie, by directing my attenticm to a company <rf 
maternal spirits, who were gathering aroimd those 
aJigels who had just ratered. These mored to the 
time and serenity of the mnsic, while engaged 
with each angel in noniil^ng the in&nts held to 
Hieir l»reasts. The mnsic and movement of tiiese 
maternal spirits manifested great caution ; while all 
others in tiiie temple were motionless, as £sur as 
I could discern, except three spirits, who aj^>eared 
to poise above the centre, from whom radiated a 
soft tod pure light. "Uiose angels," said my 
guide, '^ encompassed in a light above that of the 
temple, are of a higher and more exalted nature. 
From tiiem proceeds a halo c^ superior light. This 
light is the descending life of love. Dost thou not 
see how it concentrates, forming a separate spiral' 
like embodiment, encompassing and overshadowing 
those germinal existences in the arms of ike guardian 
angels ? That which is nourished by each angel is a 
spirit whose being is just begun, and who, by reascm 
of nature's violated laws, has been separated prema- 
turely from its infant form in the external world. 
His soft music thrills every fibre of the being, 
while the Supreme Spirit is reorganizing and giving 
it enlarged capacity— fitting each organ to its fellow- 
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organ in the harmony of perfection, thns eBtaUidi* 
ing tone and proper energy in the system. The life- 
light descending enters the sensorinm of the in&nt, 
and th^ce outbreathes as breatii of life and sonl ci 
love. Bie Quickening Spirit gives energy and 
expansion to the life principle nnfolding, so &at the 
intellect may perceive, the judgment operate, tiie 
nnderstandiBg embrace realities, and &e being 
enjoy the life thereof.^' 
8* 
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CHAPTER X- 

INFANTS BESTOBBD TO HABMONT. 

Again I was touched with a streara ot light, by 
whidi I was enabled to discover those infants as a 
complex and exceedingly delicate instrument nn- 
strung. Each separate or distinct portion had move- 
ment, but not determination ; and appeared separ- 
ately to lie in a sort of spasm-like action, as if 
prompted by an energy not altogether innate, but 
applied. The movement was indefinite, but increased 
in force, until each organ appeared as if a separate 
being composed of numberless organs corresponding 
to the infant embodiment. This continued to mag- 
nify before my view, until it rose in appearance an 
animated form, and began to proceed as if a living 
being. This wonder of wonders overwhelmed me ; 
and, with surprise, I impulsively inquired, " Is this 
a being proper ?" No answer being given, I con- 
tinued to address my guide, saying, " At first I saw 
in the angel's arms the life-germ of an infent form. 
This germ was so delicate, that I could not compre- 
hend how its guardian spirit could save the flicker- 
ing taper. Then I saw descending from above 
a light which ^compassed and pervaded the spirit, 
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Tbeia it moved as if receiving life and energy. 
Again I saw the separate tissue, apparatus, and sys- 
. tern of organs of that infent, and, lo 1 all were 
dissevered. And now, kind angel, I behold each 
organ arise in form a living being, and the action 
thereof indicates a distinct embodiment. And each 
of these subdivided into their several and minut- 
est parts, i^pear clear wid distinct, and, Kke the 
former, are also deranged. TeU me, how shall these 
so varied, complicated, and deranged unite in har- 
mony ? How shall they proceed ? How shall they 
be so attuned as to p^form their office in the greater 
structure?" 

Again light encompassed my spirit, and its 
brightness penetrated the secret chambers thereof, 
in which p^ceptions most exquisite were awakened, 
and a new being of my own appeared to arise and 
look out upon the scene. Here I saw that number- 
less spirit ftmctions, existing in each of these least 
organic departments, responded to the touch of some 
invisible power, and, thus invigorated, every part, 
from their interior, maaifested proceeding energy. 
Hese being prompted, embraced each other like 
animate and intellectual beings; and were, as if 
moved by understanding, resolved to perfect appro- 
priation, so that each harmonized in perfect adapta- 
tion ; and as they embraced, they coalesced and 
were lost in identity, until I could perceive them as 
one ; and this moved as a being distinct, ftdl and 
perfect. Then each organ and fdnction of the 
in&nt I had seen encompassed within the light of 
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tke three angete iKboTe aibBO, and, in like manner, 
cocreBpondiiig to the separalt organft of these, em« 
braced eadi othar, and bo coalesced that distinction 
was also lost ; and tiien my donl nttesred tinoon- 
Bcionsly, "Praise hftn-^for his mi^i^jr works," — for 
my spirit looked upon an infioit in all .the perfe^^on 
of angelic life ; yes, an in&nt restored. I had peer* 
ceived it a flickering taper; then as a. complex 
instrnment nnstrang; tmd tten encompassed and 
pervaded by the sphere of life ftom the angels aboye. 
I had scanned eadi organ as it tremnlously mored 
while being operated nfon by tihe spirit of life. I had 
despaired of its restoration. I had witnessefl the 
wondrons effect of its movement fit)m its inmost 
interior capacity. Yea, I had seen these arise quick- 
ened from above, and, eiobracing ^ich other, coal- 
esce, and then again arise, and, in like manner, 
coalesce, nntil I now beheld that which was before 
dissevered from its associate, and discordant, a well- 
tnned instrnment, in form and being an angel spirit ; 
and as it looked up into the face of the angels, it 
smiled. That smile bespc^ intelligence and har- 
mony. Truly I thought here is the eicposition of 
that text, " Marvel not that I said unto you, ye must 
be bom again." And from what had passed before 
me, I felt th^ force of that beautiful expression of 
David when he said, " We are fearfully and wonder- 
fully made." And turning to my guide, I inquired, 
" Is this real i Is thli a spirit redeemed ? b this 
process absolute in the restoration of a soul bom of 
discordant elements 2" 
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^^ Truly," said my goide, '^ ^^lat ikmi hast'Sdeii is 
xoel. It is the tmMdifi^ to ikj' tt^AsrstaaiUiig 
iiie m^Tmn^ and power (^ graoa i|)on &d spirit 
that has beei4 r^iKkred discordaat by sin, whdi is 
the violation of the law, — ^the tow ci being and* the 
law of God. TSSQ li^t desoendingfirom angels, 
Marietta^ conld not restore, and the mnsic could n<^ 
harmonize, nor eoold ths maternal goardiftns supply 
tiiat which was lost Hieirs was to support tibua 
external, .while this dissev^ing process suteceeded, 
and the components were restored and 'fitted for 
proper use by Him who is tke Eedeemer, and wbo 
hath •power to tune eaeh fibre ot tiie being, and 
purify and inbiiatlie the life of holiness into the soul, 
giving new life, tone, energy, inclination, and love ; 
then to ofder their reuqi^^ ^^^ perfect life in the 
in&nt form. And sow thou bdioldest a spirit in 
the consummation of the redemption.' This flipirit-is 
now prepared to rest in tha soft and balmy bed of 
repose, whence thou hast seen others arise to hi^er 
life. Marietta, treasure this in thy soill ; but learn 
while this has passed brfore thee, it is but one of all 
iiiis nursery of infant life which thou hast seen. 
This period is, in like manner, devoted throughout, 
and each temple in the expanse has been equally 
occupied. 

" And now the sc^e cEanges, and another ap-. 
proaches. Listen, Mariettai The mdody of angels 
moves upon the holy atmcwphere-of the city. They 
chant praises to Gk»J and the I^mb for their redemp- 
tion ; for great is the number of these spirits re- 
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stored to the kan&ony of perfect beipgs. And thus, 
Marietta, are thanksgiyings ofTered to our Heavenly 
Parent at -each dosing scene, which brings the new- 
bom spirit into the harmony and the. possession of 
heaven.*' 

Oh 1 how my spirit caught the heavenly flame as 
it rose, volume succeeding volume, in a^icending 
praise, adoration, and glory, inexpressible and divine I 
As said the Eevelat^r, "It was like the voice (rf 
many waters." 

It appeared that the whole city resolved itself into 
the voice of praise. . Oh 1 is tliis heaven J I said. 
HoT^ blessed it is to be accounted worthy to entei 
the city of God. And if this is only tiie Infant 
Paradise, — ^if this is the song uttered in view of the 
restoration to harmony and heaven of this class of 
infant spirits, though great their number, how vast 
and incomprehensible mtist be that expressioa of 
thanksgiving when red^jnption is complete, and the 
Bride, the Lamb's wife, shall touch the golden harp 
as they arise from the marriage supper, in that great 
day when God shall make up his jewels ? 

The bliss was so entrancing in its ejHTects upon me, 
that I felt like ascending with the divine aspirations: 
but reflections upcm my unfltness overcame me, and 
1 fell into the holy arms of mv guide. 
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CHAPTER XL ^ 

OHBIBT BEYEALED AB SUFFSBING ON THB 
OBOSS. « 

As I lay in the arms of my heavenly guardian, I 
looked into her face, which wore an expression of 
deep emotion. With earnestness her eyes were fixed 
above ; and her holy lips moved as if in prayer. 
At first the expression of her features was so sorrow- 
ful, that I thought she would weep ; but tears would 
have been a feeble manifestation of that feeling 
which, I could plainly see, continued to increase. 
Truly, I said, in silent thought, do angels grieve? 
Can sorrow enter this Holy City? The music had 
ceased — ^its echo reverberated, and moved in the 
distance. Silence reigned in the vast expanse. I 
still leaned upon the breast of my blessed protector, 
anxiously observing what was passing. light firora 
above shone upon her brow with increasing bril- 
liancy. Her eyes were still fixed ; and, to employ 
earthly expressions her bosom began to heave, her 
lips became motionless, and her glowing counten- 
ance had the appearance of reverential awe. Her 
looks were bo expressive, that I felt like shrinking 
&om her armB ; and was bo awed, that I did not 
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notice the canfie of her excitement, until she g^tij^ 
without turning her ejee, laid her hand of snowy 
white and spotless purity upon my head, and then 
ranoYing it, raised it upward, until it pointed in the 
direction indkgbed by her fixed attention, and to my 
utter astonisflnent X therQ beheld the cause of bar 
silent reverence, and the wondrous admiration whidi 
pervaded the inhabitants of the city. There— <di! 
that aM the world but knew it I — ^there hung up<xi 
the Gross — and fix)m all I could discover, bleeding 
and dying — my Lord and Eedeemer ! Oh 1 that 
sight I ISo human heart can know its effects upon 
the spirits who attend in the Infant Paradise. The 
crown of thorns, the naOs, the mangled form, the 
flowing blood, the look of compassion, were so 
plainly manifested and combined, as to convey to 
the soul an idea of suffering the most intense and 
excruciating. 

About the Cross were congregating from every 
part of the city, guardian angels with their infimt 
spirits. All, as they gathered in a circular form, 
manifested deep humility and holy reverence. As 
soon as they had assumed this uniform attitude, 
thoy held out the infant spirits whom they had 
in charge, directing their infant minds to the 
Cross and the Sacrifice. At this moment an aagel 
descended, clothed in bright raiment, and moved 
around the Cross, holding in his hand his glittering 
crown. Then bowing he worshipped, and his wor* 
ship was silent as had been that #f all who ha4 
congregated. After this, turning to the guardian 
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angels he said, ^^ Adore Him, &r he ia the Be- 
deemer of a rained race. Yea, let all Heaven 
adore Him 1" Then as he lifted up his right hand, 
I saw in it a little book. In imitation all tiie angds 
in like manner raised their right hands, in each 
of which was also a hock of like dimensions.. Then 
»I^>eared^ as from an invisible dome, a choir of 
angdic beings. These had palms in their hands, 
and they with (me voice sang praises to Qod and 
the Lamb. The first I could not miderstand, bnt 
they o(mcladed saying, ^^ Suffer children to come 
nnto me. Of such is the kingdom. Out of the 
mouths of sucklings and babes Hiou hast perfected 
praise. Amen, alleluia^ amenl" Then the guar- 
dian aagdis drew still near^ the Gross, presenting 
tie spirits in their charge^ while they were ad- 
dressed in a manner entirely beycmd my compre- 
hension; at the dose of which each infant was 
touched with a stream of light. They smiled and 
bowed their heads, while holding up in their little 
clasped hands the image of tiie Cross, which had 
been given them by their angels. Again they weM 
folded in the arms of their protectors ; and agwi 
the choir chanted a loud anth^n, which, being 
edioed by the surrounding spirits, filled the city 
with one volume of holy melody. Then the Cross 
and Sacrifice disappeared, and tiiQ angels returning, 
whence they had come, Ute city was restored to 
its fonner appearance. 

Daring this, ifianitfestation, my guide had not 
moved nor uttered a word, but appeared to enter 
5 . 
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into the spirit thereofj and to realize that a scene 
of absorbing interest had been presented. 

At length I inquired, " Is there no heaven with- 
out the Gross and the Sacrifice? Each scene moves 
around its manifestation. Each spirit reverences it 
with holy awe, and each hymn of praise utters the 
name of the Sacrifice." She replied with suppressed 
accents, " The Cross is Qver before the vision of re- 
deemed spirits. In every circle is seen the Cross. 
Every flower, eveiy artistic production, has the 
Cross, as by an invisible hand, in-wrought through- 
out. And all instruction is based upon that bles- 
sed symbol (rf redeeming love, and it is the duty 
of the guardian angels to instruct the spirits of their 
charge, in the great truth of redemption, through 
Jesus, who suffa^ upon the Cross, and for this 
purpose each class of spirits, as they pass fi'om 
thdr first guardian protectors, to the care of others, 
are in like manner congregated. And by this 
means the Cross and the Sacrifice are imaged and 
enstamped within their interior sense; and hence 
Tits nature and likeness grow into higher life and 
more exalted being wi& them. All redeemed and 
sanctified spirits are thus made to appear. No guQe 
can in any way be found in them. All angels can 
behold the Cross as it shines forth fi*om the soul 
which has received its impress. Prom this cause 
malicious spirits or beings cannot conceal fi'om 
angels or the spirits of just men made perfect, 
their real nature. Where tiie Cross does not shine, 
there is no pure love; and tiie heart whareon 
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it is not visible, is not at peace with Grod. Marietta, 
in heaven there can be no guile. Bnt this, 
with other manifestations, is only an introduc- 
tory view of the principles represented, which, 
in due time will be more perfectiy unfolded in 
mtlnifestations more specific and enlarged." 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

THB OXTT VIEWED FROM A 8UPEBI0B 
PLAIK. 

Then I heard a voice from above us saying, 
** Come up hither.'' At this moment I beheld a 
circular expanse, like the interior of a tower, whose 
spiral walls formed ascending galleries, winding 
upward into the superior glory. This lovely path- 
way seemed formed of rainbows wreathed in spirals 
of prismatic hue, and reflecting varying but ever- 
beantifiil tints of matchless lustre. 

Borne on a doud of essential light, that like a 
chariot gently ascended the spiral, we passed from 
<he surfece of the city, and advanced along the ri- 
sing galleries of this tower of rainbow forms and 
glories. Seated by the side of my companion, the 
spirit who had kissed the Cross, a sense of cabn 
composure, full of holy peace and delight fer supe- 
rior to any previous condition, captivated and per- 
vaded my breast. The spiral gallery, which seemed 
to undulate as if moved by breathing elements of 
life, became more beautiful as we advanced, and 
appeared to be composed of minute gems of floating 

68 



y Google 



Hgbt, reflecting and picturing in their taremnlons 
^arfisK^es e^h. flgral beauty^ which hiMl gladdened my 
eye aa I passed through the city &om -wJmk I had 
jnat arisen. 

Time, however, was not afforded me to <£stingcdsli 
1)etween the several qualities and define their loveli- 
]|tes6 ; for soon we emerged from the ascending galleiy 
of rainbows and stood xipon. an aerial plain, resting 
in the transparait air above that magnificent and 
lofty dome which crowns the centre temple of in- 
sl^mction in the paradisical abode. 

From tiiis position I behdd the greaJ; dty, reach- 
ing on every side beneath my view, and was so 
situated as to perceive at a glance the general fea- 
tures of its plan, and to contemplate it in its entire 
fonn as a picture of surpassing loveliness. 

Beneath me tibe sublime Temple of Instruction, 
builded of most precious materials, and in a style of 
architecture which I am unable to describe, arose in 
air from the centre of a circidar lawn of great extent, 
whose green surface appeared covered with the softest 
and richest verdure. Miotic trees in groups, and 
at regular intervals arose, bearing a profusion of 
fragrant and shining clusters of flowers. Beneath 
tbeh* shade, and on the more op^i spaces, appeared 
minute flower beds, filled with every variety (rf 
flowers and blossoming shrubs and vines. Fountains 
of living watOTS also were visible, some just rising 
from the green grass, and flowing through tilieir 
marble channels, or through beds of golden sands, 
with a low and pleasant murmur; while others 



y Google 



70 SCENES 6ET0ND THE OBAYB. 

gashed fortih in fhll yolame to a lofty height, and 
descended in glowing streams of every variety of 
form, and were received in basins, some of which 
were like diamond, and oUiers like bnmished silver 
or the whitest x>earl. 

This lawn was encircled by a lofty but open trellis 
work ; and at its eastern side appeared a gateway 
withont doors, from the centre of which flowed forth 
a stream of living water, supj^ed from the fountains 
within the endosnre. 

I now directed my attention to the surronnding 
city, and perceived that it was divided into twelve 
great divisions by this river of living waters, whidi 
flowing in a spiral course, was bordered on either 
side by a wide and regular avenue, in twelve great 
curves or circles, proceeding from the centre to the 
circumference. I also perceived that twelve other 
streets intersected this spiral avenue, centering in 
the consecrated ground about the Temple, and radi- 
ating to twelve equally divided points in the outer 
limit of the scene. 

As my vision followed the pathway of the flowing 
river and the stately avenues, my mind became 
absorbed tiU all sense of person or time was a[ierged 
in the entrancing sight. The dty was divided into 
one hxmdred and forty-four great wards or divisions, 
arranged in a series of advancing degrees of sub- 
limity and beauty. From the outer limit to the 
centre was one gently ascending and encircling 
pathway of evea-increasing loveliness. Each degree 
was marked by new and more beautiful forms of 
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tree, flower, fountain, statue, palace, and temj^e of 
adoration. Each building was of vast extent, and 
corresponded with all others as the perfect part of a 
most perfect whole. Thus the entire dty aj^)eared 
one garden of flowers; one grove of umbrage^ one 
gallery of sculptured imagery; one undulating sea 
of fountains; one unbrok^i extent of sumptuous 
architecture aU set in a surrounding landscape of 
corresponding beauty, and overarched by a sky 
adorned with hues of immortal light, that bathed 
and encircled each and every object with an ever- 
varying and increasing charm. 

I now beheld the movement of the inhabitants. 
But Mnt is the idea that can be given, of what 
was moving before my sight. I can only describe 
it by saying, that the entire movement was melody. 
All the angelic multitudes appeared animated from 
one Inspiring Love, moving in the wisdom of one 
orderly plan, and having in view the unfolding 
of their infant charge into a condition of being 
which should perfectly correspond to aU that visi- 
ble perfection. No angel manifested a separate, 
pa^onal movement, disconnected from the universal 
harmony, but aU appeared to co-operate and to 
be inspired from one Superior Source. I saw that 
no rivalry, emulation, or desire of selfish glory 
existed in the lovdy groups of infants, but that 
«ach group, and the inhabitants of each nursery 
or palace, were united in holy affection to the su- 
perior, associate and more matm^ societies; and 
that each littie child was filled with holy love, and 
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desired to becoma advanced m I10I7 wisdom wd 
fitted to be iwed as an agoigel oi light aud Ioyqt 
Kness. I saw also, that each delight^ tp leara 
from those above, to ctHnmnpicate beaatifhl ioxw^ 
as gifia of holy love and wisdom to those be^ 
low, and to exercise the entire b^ng in hai^ 
monic and Tuiselfiflh works pf loye^ In this it 
was revealed, that each chUdi and each gro^ o£ 
children advanced in ord^ly nmm, from t^npls 
to temple, from palace to palace, from drcde to 
drde, and that as one group advancod ii 0(2)capi§d 
the place jnst vacated by an older groap and gave ' 
place to a more yontbM &nuly, in its {(mrtex: aj^ode. 
Thus like the movement of Spring npon i^me na- 
fallen Paradise, I saw each little diild, aa a living 
blossom of immortality, nnfold iGrom beauty to 
beauty, while all above was. gl<^, and all around 
was loveliness, and all within was luurmonious 
movement of mifolding life, love and knowledge 
of heaven and adoration of the Savior, and. inspi- 
ration of undying joy. 

Having thus beheld the CSty in its glory, use- 
fidness and magnificence, my vision expanded, and 
bey CMttd the extrane cirde of palaces, I saw more 
perfectly, what I had seen bdbre while in tjie Gity, 
multitudes of angels gatheiing ar^fHUid, in rea^ 
ness to enter the outer temples at the appointed 
period. I saw tbi^ each class was congr^atiQg 
according to the ektss or school to which the ixifants 
they had with them were begit adapted^ 

These angels approached as on wings of wind, 
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and around them, enrobing them, was a bright 
cloud, which made them appear to me as if clothed 
with the snn. In their arms, as before stated, 
were in&nt spirits whose existence appeared to de- 
pend npon their care. 

As they drew very near, each would pause a 
moment, poising in the holy and serene atmos- 
phere, and then inclining to an appropriate position, 
would rest. 

This most glorious view in its delightful un- 
Ibldings was now somewhat changed, and my 
guide addressed me, saying, ^^ Marietta, behold 
iik& order and glorious wonders of the first and most 
simple degree of a spiritu^ paradise. These angels 
thou hast seen in their employment, are ever en- 
gaged in this delightfdl duty. H^re, a3 has been 
taught thee, infents assemble from the world whence 
we are ; and from this blessed realm they are con- 
ducted to other and higher schools of instruction : 
but before thou Bxt permitted to advance, a solemn 
and inst]:;uctive lesson shall be given thee. 
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80BNB OF BBYOLVIKG AND LIVING 
THOUGHTS. 

She touched my forehead again, and lol the 
brightness and the glory of the scene departed, and 
I immediately descended, and soon was in a low 
and gloomy subterraneous vault. Darkness in thick 
folds encompassed me, and a feeling of supernatural 
dread entered my soul and shocked my being. A 
quivering and spasmodic action wrought in fearful 
conflict throughout. My spirit startled at every 
movement of my mind. Yea, it appeared as if my 
thoughts wrestled amid the darkness. A distant 
roar broke upon my ear, as if an ocean poured its 
mighty waters foaming and surging down some 
craggy rock-bound cataract. In vain I sought to 
grasp some substance by which to impede my rapid 
movement, which appeared to force me downward 
toward the awful abyss. 

At this moment a blue sulphurous flash disturbed 
the vault of nether darkness, and as it disap- 

• 74 



y Google 



SCENES BBYOliro THE OBAVE. 76 

peared all aronnd me floated grim spectres, each 
enveloped in the fire of xmhallowed passion. So 
sndden had been the change and so dreadfal its 
e£^ts npon me, that no thought but that of horror 
and despair had entered my mind, until tiiese lurid 
ghosts appeared ; then a more feaifhl terror possessed 
me, and I turned to seek reftige in the embrace of 
my guide, and lol I found her not 1 Alone and in 
this dreadful place, no means are left me to express 
the most &int idea of the agony oS that moment. 
At first I thought I would pray, but in an instant, 
the whole scene of my life was before me. Then 
I exclaimed, 'O for one short hour on earth 1 for 
space, however brief, for preparation of soul, and to 
Becure fitness for the worid of spirits.' But my con- 
science, as if some fiend, in a voice hoarse and 
trembling, echoed, 'In thy day thou didst reject and 
spurn the means adapted to thy necessities, canst thou 
hope for successfol suit in this dark scene of woe V 
And then to add to my misery, my former doubts 
and skepticism arose like living beings, looking upon 
me with a piercing glare. They revolved around 
me in condenming mockery, as though each was a 
self-actuated body. Thus congregated my life's 
meditations. No secret tJvougTit hat now composed 
a part of tJiat attending throng \ even those 
thoughts I had, as I supposed, forgotten, proceeded 
in order and strength around me. Again they 
changed, and each appeared an orb revolving in the 
mental, spiritual, and moral atmosphere of my being, 
and these, although first appearing in separate parts, 
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at l^gth oombined aa componentB of myself. To 
escape them wna to flee fix>m my own Ufe. To an- 
nihil^ them would seem to blot out my own ezist-^ 
enoe, Tkeia iit was that X realized the Ibirce of the 
Savior's expression, "For every idle w<Mrd tiiat man 
shall speak;, ha shall give acooiuit in the day ot 
judgment.'' 

While tibius my mental being seemed reyolving 
in outwacd yision about my despairii^ thought, 
and while in the most absolute wretchedness my 
spirit longed to be deliyered from tMs nether 
gloom, and to repossess the bodily form, another 
scene most terrible of all was suddenly made visible. 
It was the full Bad perfect representation of my 
Orucified Bedeemer. Suddenly and in one con- 
tinuous vision my entire life oi^ thought ccmcem- 
ing him, passed in a separate embodiment before 
my mental view. In one compartment of vision, 
dotted with appropriate imagery, appeared those 
thoughts which I had conceived of binn as a man. 
In another compartment, also in correspondent 
ipiagee, ai^>eared a representation of my tlioughts 
in which I had conceived of him as Divine. In 
another compsuiment still, appeared a representa- 
tion of my thoughts concerning his special atone- 
ment for tiie limited number of the elect, and there 
in fearful forms, appeared those thoughts which 
had been mine when I had conceived myself to 
be doomed to endless punishment, because pre- 
destine to reprobation from eternity. Still in 
another compartment appeared, also in forms ap- 
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propriate,. my thoughts concerning the eternal 
salvation of all mankind without the necessity of 
special moral reformation, and without personal 
and Hying fidth in the Savior in r^ard to his 
atonement. And stiU in another compartment ap- 
peared, also clad in images significant of their 
interior nature, those thoughts concerning Salva- 
tSon by m<H»lity, independent of a spedal interior 
faith in Divine good. These separate compart- 
ments blended in one revolving sphere around me, 
in which were ten thousand conftised and rapidly 
combining and separating images, which at once 
bewildered, excited and surcharged my mind. Thus 
my mental being moved in fearfbl vision about 
my thought, and every j^ase of doctriBe concern- 
ing Christ, Heaven, Hell, Eeligion, or Eternal Life, 
which I had ever heard in discourse, or which I 
had conceived by study, or learned in conversation, 
or evolved in mental action, made a part of the 
tremendous sight. 

Oh, how bewildering these conflicting yet as- 
sociated ideas of the Eedeemerl As tiiey encircled 
me in one conftised yet coherent cloud of imagery^ 
' I saw in each some distorted view of the Savior^ 
but from none in their separate forms, neither in 
the entire doud of changing views, could I behold 
him as he is, and therefore &e divine glory, honor, 
majesty and perfection could not be manifested 
in their exalting and redeeming power, and I could 
not see him as a Prince and a Savior in that true 
character which he sustains to Hie world. 
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THB FOBM OF THB SAYIOB IK THB OLOUD 
OF NIGHT. 

Bewildebbd, and ready to abandon all hope 
of ever escaping that abode, I had determined in 
my mind that the sight was the last which was 
to fill up the cup of woe, from which I had drank 
already to agony, and which to all eternity could 
not be drained, when lol I saw the Savior ex- 
tending his arms toward me, while from his lips 
in holy music fell the lovely and soul enrapturing 
sentence, " Oome unto me all ye weary and heavy 
laden and I will give you rest." 

How vast the contrast, when from the midst of 
the doud, was revealed that glorious Being encom- 
passed with the shining appearance of a sun. In- 
wrought into the revolving surface of the halo of 
light which encircled him, and which moved with 
calm but rapid motion, I beheld a representation of 
the true relation between tiie Divine Eedeemer and 
the universe of light, where holy angels dwell, and 
the awful disparity between my own nature and that 
sphere of light and life, harmony and love. 

I thus beheld him whom, in my madness, folly, 
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and skepticism I had so often rejected. At first I 
wished to break from the mental embodiment which 
was about my inner being, and mingle the very 
elements of my life with this sphere of light, and to 
dwell in its beauty, peace, and joy ; but being unable 
to enter into its reality by reason of the diversity 
existing between its intrinsic exaltation and the 
impure elements of my &llen mind, a feeling of 
distrust and doubt again arose within me. 
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THB PHAKTOK 8PHBBB. 

Suddenly a sable veil of nether night appeared 
to ascend, pervading and encompassing my being. 
My inner doubt seemed wrought into a doud that 
shut out the upper glory, and tiie spirit of denial 
plunged me into the vortex of a deeper gloom. I 
fell as one precipitated fix)m some dizzy height. The 
embodiment of darkness opened to receive me. The 
moving shadow of a more desolate abyss arose like 
clouds in dense masses of tempestuous gloom ; and 
as I descended, the ever-accumulating weight of 
darkness pressed more fearfully upon me. At length 
a nether plain that seemed boundless was imaged 
upon my sight, which, at a little distance, appeared 
to shine with the resemblance of metallic ores, and 
to be covered with tiie sparkling semblance of vege- 
tation. Luminous appearances, like waving trees, 
with resplendent foliage, and flowers and fruits of 
crystal and of gold, were visible in every direc- 
tion. «^ 

Multitudes of spirits appeared beneath the um- 
brage, and luminous mantles were folded about each 
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rapidly moving form. Some wore crowns npon 
their heads ; others tiaras ; and others decorations 
of which I knew not the name, but which appeared 
to be wrought of clusters of jewels, wreaths of golden 
coin, and doth of gold and silver tissue. Others 
wore towering helmets; and others circlets filled' 
with glistening and waving plumes. A pale and 
lambent phosphoresceuce was emitted by every 
object, and all appeared a splendid masquerade. 
The apparel worn by these busy myriads corres- 
ponded with the ornaments of tha head; hence 
every variety of sumptuous^ apparel was displayed 
upon their forms. Kings and queens appeared 
arrayed in the gorgeous robes of coronation. Groups 
of nobility of both sexes, also decorated with all the 
varieties of adornment displayed in flie pageantry of 
kingly courts. Dense multitudes were visible in 
costume proper to the highly cultivated nations ; 
and as they passed by, I discovered similar groups 
composed of less civilized tribes, attired in barbaric 
ornaments of every form. While some appeared 
clothed in the habiliments of the present day, others 
were in ancient attire; but every class of spirits 
manifested, in the midst of variety of mode, a uni- 
formity of external pride, pomp, and rapidly moving 
«nd dazding lustre. 

Sounds of mingled import — bursts of laughter — 
utterances of revelry, of gay sport and witty ridicule, 
and polished sarcasm, and obscene allusions and 
terrible curses broke upon my ear. These again 
were intermixed with impure solicitations and bac|c- 
6 
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Tritings, and hollow complimentSj and feigned coii- 
gratulationB, and all in one sparkling brillian<y, 
agitated the pained, bewildered sense. 

As I advanced, I walked as upon scorpions, and 
trod as amid living embers. The trees that fieaned 
to wave about me were fiery exhalations, and their 
blossoms the sparklings and the burnings of unremit- 
tmg flames. Each object I approached by contact 
created agony. 

Hie phosphorescent glare that surrounded the 
various objects burned the eye that looked upcm 
them. The frtdtage burned the hand that plucked 
and the lips tiiat recaved it. The gathered flowCTS 
had emitted a burning exhalation, whose fetid and 
noisome odor, inhaled in the nostrils, caused ex- 
cruciating pain. The fiery atoms of the atmosphere 
burned as they were wafted by me. The air and the 
blast that moved it, alike were burdened with the 
very elements of disappointment and wretched- 
ness. 

Upon turning to see if I could discover a single 
drop of water to allay the fierce and intolerable 
thirst ; foujitains appeared, and rivulets flowed amid 
the herbage, and ]a;y in calm and placid pools. 
Soon, however, I discovered that these corresponded 
with the former illusious, and tiie drops of spray 
frpm the sparkling fountains fell like drops of molten 
lead upon the shrinking form. The flowing rivulets 
were like the molten river of metallic fire that 
streams fix)m a fiimace seven times heated ; and the 
deep still pools were as the white and waveless silver 
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in Bome glowing crucible, when eveiy atom is bnm* 
ing with a fi^xje, intolerable glow. 

When in solemn contemplation of these fearM 
scenes, a spirit approached me whom I had known 
on earth. This being appeared externally &r more 
brilliant than when i^ the body. The form, the 
countenance, the eyes, the hands, appeared endued 
with a metallic lustre that varied with every mo- 
tion and every thought. Accosting me the spirit 
said: 

'^Marietta, we are again met. You see me a 
disembodied spirit, in that abode where those who 
inwardly deny the Savior find their habitation when 
their mortal day has ended. 

" Strange emotions agitate your bosom. Thus I 
felt, looked, wondered, and moved in sad and bewil- 
dered anxiety in the hour when my being here dis- 
covered the theatre of its present existence. But I 
experienced that which you have never yet realized 
in the interior principles of mind, ^a-ange and 
incontrollable are tiie emotions causing me to relate 
that inward sorrow which this brilliant exterior 
would, if it were possible, conceal. 

" My life on earth was suddenly brought to a dose ; 
and as I departed from the world, I moved rapidly 
in the direction prompted by my ruling desires. 
I inwardly desired to be conrted, honored, admired 
— to receive nniversal adulation, and to be free to 
follow the perverted inclinations of my prond, rebel- 
lious, and pleasure-loving heart — ^a state of existence 
whew all should be pleasure without restraintr-r 
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where each should be free to obey the promptings of 
every passion, and where every indulgence should be 
permitted to the soul, — ^where prayers and religious 
instructions should find no place — ^where the Sabbath 
should not be known — ^where no rebuke of sin should 
ever fall — ^where existence should be spent in gay 
and festive sports, with no sup^ior and restraining 
power to molest or interfere. 

"With these desires I entered the spirit world, 
and passed to the condition adapted to my inward 
state. I rushed in haste to the enjoyment of the 
glittering scenes which you now behold. I was 
welcomed as you have not be^i, for at once I was 
recognized as a fit associate by those who here abide. 
Hey do not welcome you, for they discern in you 
an interior desire, adverse to the ruling passions 
which here prevail. 

" I was welcomed with gay and sportive sounds. 
The beings whom you behold in the distance rushed 
forward to embrace me. They shouted welcome 1 
welcome 1 I was awed, bewildered, and yet men- 
tally quickened and energized by the atmosphere 
of this abode. I found myself endued with the 
pow» of strange and restiess motion. A flood 
• of thoughts which had before existed in a germinal 
state within my mental organism, burst forth and 
filled the mind, until the mental edifice appeared 
a minute but corresponding image of the dazzling 
scenery and moving lustre of the plane, which had 
now become my habitation. 

Ev^ry organ sent forth and every pore emitted 
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a phosphorescent illuminatioiij which condensed 
about tiie head and formed the appearance of a 
brilliant diadem, and reflected on the comitaiance 
a wild, unearthly glow. The exhalation as it ex- 
tended became a flaming robe, enveloping my 
form and causing it to conform in appearance to 
the invariable likeness of my spirit associates. 

"I became conscious of a strange pervasion of the 
brain, and the cerebral organs became subject to 
a foreign power, which seoned to operate by an 
absolute possession. 

" I abandoned myself to the attractive influences 
that were around me, and sought to satisfy my 
craving desires for pleasure. I reveled, I banqueted, 
I mingled in the wild and voluptuous dance, I 
plucked the shining fruit, I plunged in the ardent 
streams, I surfeited my nature with that which ex- 
ternally appeared delicious and inviting to the 
right and to the sense. But when tasted, all was 
loathing and a source of increasing pain. And 
so unnatural are the desires perpetuated here that 
what I crave I loathe, and that which delights 
tortures me. My tortures create within me a 
strange intoxication. My appetite is palle4, and 
yet my hunger is xmappeased and xmappeasable. 

"Every object which I perceive I crave, and 
I grasp it in the midst of disappointment and 
gather it with increased agony. With every new 
accession of experience I am immersed in some 
unknown fantasy, delirium and intoxication. New 
and strange phenomena are continually manifested 
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and add deUrinm to delirinm, and fear to feir. I 
seem to myself to beo(»ne part of that which is 
about me, and the yaried scenes whidi are mir- 
Torei upon the vision appear radiated from me, in 
a tiiousand phantasmagoria! deceptions. The yoioes 
which &11 upon my ear, again bunt from me in 
incontroUable utterances. I laugh, philosophize, 
jeer,*blaspheme and ridicule by turns, jet every 
epiUiet, however interiorly impure, sparkles' witt 
wit, glows with metaphOT, and moves adorned wifli 
every rhetorical embellishment. The metallic ores, 
tiie waving trees, the shining fruit, the moving 
phantasms, the deluding waters, seem to form a 
dazzling and mocking spectacle, which is ever 
before my eyes, and every subject of reflection, 
has its fellow in my heart, from which, in its 
mocking scenery, it meets a response. I inwardly 
crave to satisfy my hunger and my thirst, and the 
desire appears to create without and around 
me a tantalizing illusion of cool watero I may 
never drink, and grateftd fruits I may never taste, 
and refreshing airs I never feel, and peaceful slum- 
bers I may never enjoy. I know that tlie forma 
around me are fimtastic and delusive, yet every 
object appears to hold controlling power, and to 
domineer with cruel enchantment over my be- 
wildered mind. 

"I experience the power of the law of evil 
attraction. I am tlie slave of discordant and de- 
ceptive elements and of their presiding vice. Every 
object by turns attracts me. The thought of men* 



y Google 



BCSmaH BSTOIVD TSB 0fiA.T^ 87 

til frQexlom dies within the ijiog will, while tha 
idea that lam a part andan element of the reyolving 
fimtasy takes posseeBion of my spirit 

*^Thi& realm, curtained intix a cloud of nether 
lu^t, ia (me sea of perverted and diseased magnetic 
dement. Hare lust, pride, hate, avarice, love of self, 
ambition, contenticsi, and blasphemies, raveling in 
madness, kindle into a burning flame. And that 
speciality of evil which does not belong to and un- 
fold fiW <me spirit, belongs to and imfolds fiom 
another ; so that the combined strength of the aggre- 
gate of all, is the prevailing law. By this strength 
ofevil I sm bound, and in it I exist. 

"Here are those who oppressed the poor; who 
robbed the hireling of his wages, and bound the 
weary down with heavy burdens; the felse in 
religious feith; tie hypocrite; the adult^er; die 
assassin; and the suicide, who, not satisfied with 
life in the external form, has hastaied its close. 

^^Did mortals but loiow the dark and dreadful 
night into which they are sure to fall if they die 
unprepared, they would desire to lengthen the day 
<tf probation rather than to hasten its termination, - 
howevar multijdied their scenes of sorrow, and to 
wisely improve ihe fleeting moments which quickly 
number earth's probationary scries. Is man's weary 
eodfltetiee fraught with grief while he walks the 
^o<Hny dells of death, and gropes along the brambly 
paths that mortals tread t Here, on either hand, 
awake new and multiplied causes of accumulating 
gloom. Does hope of peaceM and happy days in 
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the outer world jQicker like the dying taper ? lathis 
abode are ceaseless, unsatisfied, and nnholy inclina- 
tions. 

^^ Here also sense is infinitely more acnte. Wliat 
with mortals would produce only a pang, enters into - 
the very elements of our existence, and the painr be- 
comes a part of us. And as immortality is the 
intellectual sensation of man unincumbered with 
physical sense, and vastly superior in its ability 
to endure to mortality, in like proportion is the 
consciousness and capability ci suflfering hero, 
superior to human sufiering. 

" Marietta, I fed 'tis vain to attempt the expres- 
sion of our deplorable state. I often inquire, is 
there no hope? And my sense replies, How caii 
harmony exist in the very midst of discord ? We 
were advised of the consequences of our course while 
in the body ; but we loved our ways better than 
those whidi exalted the soul. We have fallen into 
this fearM abode. We have originated our sorrow. 
God is just. He is good. We know that 'tis not 
from a vindictive law. of our Creator that we sufFec 
Marietta, it is our condition from which we receive 
the misery we endure. The vicfeffon of the mond 
law, by which our moral natures should have been 
preserved in harmony and health, is the prime cause 
of our state. O sin ! thou parent of countless woes 1 
thou insidious enemy of peace and heaven 1 why do 
mortals love thy ways ?" 

Here she paused and fixed her eyes, wild with 
despair, upon me.^ I shrank from the dreadful 
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glare, for her appearance manifested inexpreesible 
torture. 

While she was addressing me, a mnltitade of the 
forlorn beings were moring arotmd her, striying to 
suppress their tme feelings, while list^iing to her 
relation of the reality of their sufferings. Their ap- 
pearance, her address and the scene which was before 
me, filled me with horror ; and I sought to escape. 
Upon discovering this, her grirf appeared to deep- 
oi, and she hastily said: 

" No, Marietta, leave me not, can you not «ndure 
for a short period the sight and relation of what I 
am continually suffering? Tarry with me, for I 
desire to speak of many things. 

" Do you startle at ti^e scenes ? Know then that 
all Ihat moves around yt)u is but the outer degree at 
deeper woe. Marietta, no good and happy beings 
abide wiA ms. All witMn is dark. We sometimes 
dare to hope for relftnption, stiU remembering the 
story of Eedeeming Love, and inquire. Can that 
love penetrate this abodB of gloom and death ? May 
we ever hope to be made free from those desires and 
inclinations which bind us like chains, and passions 
which bum like consuming fires in the unhaUowed 
dements of this world of wretchedness ?" 

Overcome by her deep feelings, she yielded to the 
manifestation of grief, and I heard her speak no 
more ; whereupon another spirit drew near, and ad- 
dressing me, said: 

" Gto, leave us to our lot. Tour presence gives us 
pain, since it revives the more active memory of lost 
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opportimitieB ; the indiilgeiioe of prc^eiuiities ih$t 
folded around tiie sonl the elements of evil magnet- 
ism, and paraded the spirit with its deadly miasm." 

Here the spirit paused a moment, thai continued, 
^ Ko, tarry ; prompted by a cause I know not, I am 
desirous to reveal what we have learned while heie^ 
relative to the power and inflnaice of evil and its 
magnetism npon the spirit of man, which, though 
while man inhabits tiie taiemait of day is ex- 
ceedingly snbtile, when the spirit leaves tiie outer 
world and enters the interior world, forms the ex- 
ternal sphere of his existence. Here it is the more 
external. In the world whence we came, it is the 
invisible and interior ; but now it is our outward 
dwelling. It arises fix)m thf deep. It unfolds from 
the soul. It encompasses all, pervades all, controls 
and inspires all. Mortals are opposed to this truth, 
and from the love and goodness of God, they reason 
that there can not be suffering in the spirit of man. 
This reasoning charges evil upon God, since evil 
and suffering exist with the family of man in tiie 
outer world and with us prevail. The cause of thig 
is obvious, and yet men seek to rgect the principle. 

" When the harmony and movement of law is dis- 
turbed or prevented, evil consequences enroe. Man, 
by counteracting the movement of law in himself, 
produceft.^ contrary effect from what is indicated, 
and therefore, that which was ordained unto Kfe— 
that which should have perfected him — ^by impro- 
per tendencies, is operative unto death ; sin there- 
fore, or the violation of law, unfits the being for 



y Google 



BOSHES BBTOSD THE OBAVB. 91 

proper development, and hence, the violator being 
removed from harmony, dies nnto (ceases to exist 
in) the law of peace and holy development. 

" This great and irrevocable trutti is manifest in 
everjT degree of physical and moral movement, 
where law meets wifh obstruction ; and we have its 
finiits with ns in abundant and fearftil harvest. 

" Why will not mortals reason and discover the 
results of action, and by preventing the growth of 
evil and by deaving unto God, through heaven ap- 
pointed means, escape these fearftil consequences? 
Marietta, you are not one of us, else these elements 
would have enveloped your being and absorbed 
your life. But you will return to rerims of 
peace. Madness and delirium arise and rage with- 
in us upon being cited to scenes where love, pure 
love, and peace abide. You are thus addressed 
because of your return to earth. Tell the inhabi- 
tants thereof what you have se^i, and warn them of 
the danger awaiting those who persist in the gi-atifi- 
cation of impure desires." 

One hideous expression closed the scene; and 
bdng overcome — ^for I knew what I had witnessed 
was real — ^I was immediatdy removed. Those 
spirits I had known on Earth, and when I saw them 
there I knew them still. Oh, how changed 1 They 
were the very embodiment of sorrow and remorse. 
How ardently I desired that they might escape and 
become pure, and receive an inheritance with those 
blessed spirits I visited in the Paradise of Peace. 
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ADDBSSS OF THE FALSB PHILOSOPH BB. 

DuBiKG these reflections I nnconsciously passed 
away fix>m that sphere of gloom to a r^on 
where I could perceive nothing but lonely space. 
No sun or stars were visible to my sight. Darkness 
more dense, closed around me, and I felt that my 
doom was sealed, and that I should soon become the 
companion of spirits in those fimtastic realms. And 
when I began to agonize beneath the idea of depart- 
ing hope, I heard a voice as from the distance, in 
tones soft and melodious, say, " Look unto Jesus : 
He is the life of the souL" In a moment an inward 
feeling arose in rebellion to the idea of adoring that 
Jesus who was crucified; when suddenly aU that 
seemed to sustain me departed, and again I descend- 
ed as from an immeasurable height, into an abyss 
inhabited by beings, whose condition I did not at 
first discover, but who were finally revealed as more 
desperate than those from whom I had just escaped. 
They gathered around me and commended me for 
the doubt I had entertained concerning the Divinity 
of the Son of God. Then a spirit of giant intellect, 
approaching me, said : 
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" Eeligioii, the Eeligion of the Bible, so much re 
vered by many who live in darkness and are unde- 
veloped, is but a spiritual farce. The God of the 
Bible whom Ohristians call the Savior of the World, 
was but a man. Keligious faith circumscribes the 
range of human thought, fetters the noble intellect, 
and prevents the progression of the race. Those 
thou haSt just visited, are a class of spirits who, 
blinded by the delusive dreams of Earth's reli- 
gionists, have entered the spirit world unpro- 
gressed ; hence they still cling to the idea of Ee- 
demption through Christ. They appear to suffer ; 
their suffering is but imaginary. light will ere 
long reach them. Then will they be enabled to 
discover the folly of their religious education, to 
which, though discarded by their better being, 
they cleave with insatiable desires. We are free. 
Our intellect ranges unrestrained, and we behold the 
magnificence and the glory of the peopled universe. 
We enjoy the rich productions of the Sublime attri- 
butes of mind, and thus — and not by the Eeligion 
of the Cross — ^we arise into the more exalted spheres 
of intellectual attainments, and the moving grandeur 
of terrestrial things. 

" Marietta, for so thou art called, we saw thee 
when darkness overshadowed thee, and well did we 
Tuiderstand that for a moment, from the force of edu- 
cation, thou wouldst have offered prayer for salva- 
tion in the name of Jesus. We heard that voice 
that spake from above thee, saying, *Look to 
Jeeus ;' still that did- not save thee» Learn, then, 
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that from the native unfolding of thj being comeQi 
salyation. 

^^What dost thou see, Marietta? Abandon thy 
thoughts of the empty Edigion of tiie Bible, and be- 
hold the wonders of this sphere of existence. This 
is the Second Sphere. Around thee gather minds 
from the varied spheres of Earth, minds whose 
strength of intellect could not yield to the force of an 
imaginary religion. They were not awed into re- 
verence by the priestly garb, nor sang the idle notes 
of psalmody, the heartless ' music ' of the church. 

" These sing of naturej of which they are a noble 
part ; and thus united, ascend the octave of m^ital 
progressive harmony." 

Here the spirit addressing me became greatly 
annoyed; and the nebulous appearance which en- 
compassed him was agitated under the influence ol 
successive shocks, which caused his very being to 
convulse and writhe beneath its influence. I could 
not perceive whence they came, and was greatly 
terrified, as I saw the whole scene changed at every 
successive touch, which was attended with flashes 
like broad sheets of lurid light, playing upon the 
cloud-like form which enveloped him. 

I could also perceive -that he was intensely strog 
gling to overcome some power which was about to 
control him. Every energy was exerted to its high- 
est capacity, to roll back the tide that was overwhelm- 
ing him. Suddenly he groaned, as in the bitterness 
of one sinking to irremediable despair, and then 
yielded to the intrusive influence, when, lo t a vast 
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arena opened to my Tiew, in which I saw at one 
glance every imaginable species of vice, Ibrms and 
feshions of human society, government, dans, and 
all the varied phases and forms of worship, originat- 
ing in every kind of religion, from the heathen to 
feshionable chnrch-going people, who heartlessly 
worship under the name of the holy Beligion of the 
Gross. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

THK PANDEMONIUM — MOOK WOBSHIP. 

As this scene opened, I heard a voice fi*om fiti 
above me, saying, ^^ Marietta, fear not ; bnt behold 
a pandemonium, where congregate the self-deceiv- 
ed; hopers in false philosophy, together with the 
despisers of Qod ; and where also arise, in spectral 
form, the fiJse religions of Earth ; where hypocrisy 
unveils its hideous shape, and religious mockery 
speaks in its own language; where are exhibited 
human wolves, who appeared in sheep's clothing, 
that they might indulge their cupidify upon the 
humble and unsuspecting. Hark I listen to that 
wild chant which breaks from the thousands who sit 
in the galleries of song. They once sung — ^heartless- 
ly sung — thymus dedicated to the worship of the 
living God. Listen to the hoarse voice of the heavy 
organ before which they are congregated. See, they 
arise ; observe their manner, and seek to understand 
what they utter." 

As I approach the description of this scene, I 
most sensibly feel my incompetency. The reality 
none can ever know, save those who personally be- 
hold it. I am only able to say, that every evil device 
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which prevails with man, appeared organized and 
moying in a perfect scene, and each spirit was an 
actor performing the part cultivated by him whfle in 
the body. I knew that if they expected bliss, all 
was nnreal ; and yet all straggled to obtain enjoy- 
ment, which, however, from its dreadM fimtasy, 
recoiled upon the suffering soul with inexpressible 
horror. 

As I looked upon them, the occupants of the broad 
galleries arose ; and as they sung, the hoarse voice 
of the spectral organ jarred, as note after note oi 
their attempted music fell from lips whose v^ 
accents mocked the effort. My soul pitied them, as 
I saw them sink back in utter despair ; and yet I 
thought I could perceive design in their movements. 
Below them were seated a &stidious audience, before 
whopa was standing, in a pulpit of Gothic architec- 
ture, one clad in priestly garb— one who had dis- 
honored the cause of the Kedeemer by hypocrisy and 
the love of vain glory — ^who had made the cause of 
the holy ministry a by- word, by a soulless profession 
of love for the ^fts of grace. This representation of 
speculators in religious things, moved in the mock 
dignity of his clerical profession. Before him 
lay an op«i volume, from which he attempted 
to read, but every effort was baffled. His voice 
was shrill and piercing, and his accents inarticulate. 
His features became distorted, and he writhed and 
agonized. He then attempted to read again, which 
resulted as did the first, increasing his sufferings, 
until he burst forth in the most vehement expressions, 
7 
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cursiiig bis own being, and all around him, and tben 
blasphemously addressing himself to the Anthca: of 
Existence, charged God with all wrong, the soorce of 
evary sorrow, and evem desired to gattier together 
the strength of all created intellect with which to 
corse the Oeat(»: of the Unirerse. His oaths, his 
manner, and his insatiable passic^i, caused him to 
appear so desperate, that I felt impressed with fear 
that he had power to accomplish great destruction in 
whatever direction he moved. 

Soon, however, my anidety was relieved by the 
sudden exhaustion of his entire force, and I saw 
that he too, was limited in power, and was, more- 
over, to a very great extent, under the will of his 
audience. 

One glance at the throng before him, was suf- 
ficient to reveal the cause of much o( his suffering. 
There, -were seated those whose countenances be- 
spoke interior hate, mingling with wild maniacal 
relish; those who mocked his futile effort and 
indulged in fiendish delight at the expense of his 
dreadful sufferings. Yea, they relished his mani- 
festation of keen despair as the uneasy wound 
relishes that friction which affords present madden- 
ing pleasure, but terminates in more excited pain. 
As he sank back, the expression of his countenance 
was that of horror beyond description. His being 
assumed every imaginable distortion. Around hixn 
flashed lurid fires,- and his entire outward expres- 
sion, revealed an inward consciousness as restless 
as some burning crater. TTih whole appearance 
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bespoke agonies eqiial to the worst conceptions 
of the relentless sinner's hell, and reminded me 
of the language of Jesus, who said, " And they 
shall go into outer darkness, where there shall be 
weeping and wailing and gnashing c^ teeth ; where 
the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched." 
While he lay enveloped in the fires of his own 
unhallowed passions, one of his audience arose 
and thus addressed him: 

"Thou fiend of darkness 1 thou child of hy- 
pocrisy! deceiyer, matchless deceiver 1 thine is 
the hell of a heartless religious teacher. Adequate 
sufferings thou canst never endure. Thoui madest 
merchandise of religion andrthe souls of men. Tea, 
because of this, thou didst dwell in temples of 
human glory, receiving the adoration of men ; then 
thou didst wrap thyself in the garments of ease 
at the expense of souls ; thou didst not *seek to 
reach the ruined heart with the soul-redeeming 
Truth of Heaven, but to please the ear and eharm 
the fancy. Now thou art tormented. Arise ! thou 
Mse teacher, arise! and in thy silken gown display 
the order oftiiy false apostleship. Speak to us 
smooth things. Direct the movement of this broad 
gallery of mimic song. Hold thy blasphemy! 
vent not thy cursings, for lo ! thy Maker is just ; 
wish not to move him firom his throne. His august 
majesty thou didst mock. Through thee, his glory 
should have shown, and by that light thousands 
should have been led to se^ his face." 
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At this sharp rebuke the sufferer sought to 
escape, whereupon the speaker continued, 

" Nay, thou hypocrite 1 even though thou wouldst 
thou canst not flee. Cast thy vision over tim vast 
throng of sufferers, then ask thyself the cause. 
Though these have sinned, and each to his Master 
standeth or &lleth, canst thou behold them in peace 
and a sense of innocence? Didst thou strive to 
lead them up to Qodi Tea, rather thy learned 
essays and elaborate expositions of the Sacred Word, 
adorned with poetic genius, addressed with most 
eloquent display, did they not lull in deeper slum- 
ber the dormant spirit, while wreathing thy mortal 
brow with human laurels ?" 

Here the spirit addressed cried out, " Hold 1 hold I 
spare mel I suffer the tortures of unabating re- 
morse 1 Dread Ketribution I stay I oh, stay ! nor cut 
thy victim down. I own my sufferings just. In 
life I sought the means of human pleasure. I trifled 
with the souls of men, and heartlessly wrote of eter- 
nal things. I formed my prayers for human hear- 
ing, and interpreted the Sacred Text to gratify the 
capricious, the selflsh, the vaunter in holy things, 
the usurper of human rights, the oppressor. Horror, 
the horrors of immortal night and keen remorse 
take hold of my spirit. I hear the voice of lamen- 
tation. I see the madness of disappointed spirits. 
These haunt me. If I seek to fly, before me congre- 
gate like ghosts the multitude of ills hanging upon 
the soul that here finds no rest. These, my par- 
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lisioners, drive me mad.with their bitter imprecations. 
Secret sins, like demons conmiissioned to inflict on 
me immortal pain, arise from the yanlt of memory. 
Spare me a deeper hell !" During these ejaculations 
flie whole audience arose and mocked his agony. 
At the close, the spirit. addressing him resumed Ifll 
animadversion, saying :. 

" Well didst thou know our delight was to please 
thee ; and when we indulged in the gratification of 
desires unhallowed, and leading in the ways of 
death, no reproof was administered by thee, our 
religious teacher. The Bible — ohl that sacred Book, 
gift of God to guide the wanderer to bright mansions 
in heaven — ^was made, by the Mse interpretations of 
the pleasure-loviQg and heartless divine, the pass- 
port to this scene of woe, where sins ripen into 
living forms, where fashions, with their gandy 
folds, enwrap the spirit as with innumerable sheets 
of unextinguishable fire, and where Mammon, like 
a spectral goddess, sits in the douds of death, which 
encanopy the abyss. 

" The law of being, inverted, culminates in the 
fimtasy in which thou art moving. This thou hast 
done, urged on by the love of glory, the glory of 
the hypocrite, whose form of religion is like a 
whited sepulchre , to the outward view fair as the 
spotless Church, which reflects the glory of the 
Spiritual Jerusalem from bright worlds on high. 
But thy heart was the seat of pride and lust, a 
cage of foun^irds, a den of reptile thoughts. Yes, a 
sepulchre ftill of dead men's bones, the anatomic 
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fragments of departed, heartless divines, the legacy 
of religions bigots. 

"Ourse not thy Maker. This is thy harvest. 
Listen to that smptnre so often carelessly falling 
from thy lips. * He that soweth to the flesh shall of 
the flesh reap cormption.' ' The wages of sin is 
death.' How those passages of Holy Writ ring 
throngh the brassy chambers of sonls congregated in 
the realms of night. Yes, they ring as from spirit 
to spirit they move, tonching each immortal sensa- 
tion drawn to its highest tension by the horror of the 
doom and the phantom scenes tK&t arise like ghosts 
from beneath these spheres of death. 

" No, false teacher, let Gk)d be true ; for sin hath 
formed us thus. We suffer the consequences of vio- 
lated law, the law of our being." 

As he spoke these words, a fearful trembling seized 
his form. He became more and more agitated, until 
he, with the great congregation, quaked and fell 
like dead men ; and losing identity, presented one 
vast body of agitated life. Above this body arose a 
thick atmosphere of moving atoms, so dense, that it 
appeared like a part of the mass below. 

The sight was too much ; and being unable to 
endure farther these scenes of woe, I shrank back 
and exclaimed, " Is there not a God of mercy, and 
can he behold and not save ?" 

" Yes," spake a voice from above me, " yes there 
is a God of mercy, and that God beholds with pity- 
ing eyes the smner. Mercy yearns over him. Yea, 
hast thou not read, ' God so loved the world, that he 
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gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life? 
But though salvation is offered to the worid, and 
Heaven's messengers plead with the sinner, millions 
refuse, and millicms more who profess, speculate 
upon the great truth connected with man's redemp- 
tion. Sin indulged, forms tiie sinner for woe; 
and there are many who will not forsake their evil 
ways until Mien into the most wretched state, the 
consequ^ice of the violation of the law of parity and 
love. 

"Fear not, Marietta, before thee has been por- 
trayed a portion of the consequences of sin upon the 
spirit of man. Spiritual sufferings are b^ond any 
power of expression ; nor may they be perfectly 
mirrored upon the understanding by figures of repre- 
s^tations. He who first addressed thee, represents 
that spirit of antichrist which seeks to dazzle spirit- 
ual perception by bright pictures of fake reasoning, 
behind all of which lies the scene t>f discord, impro- 
per affections, impure desires, love of self, felse 
hearts, aruelty, lust, rapine, and murder ; the denial 
of God in his redeeming mercy, sacrilege and blas- 
phemy. He strove to direct thy attention to ^i 
opposite scene, and thereby conceal the state <rf 
those whose hearts are not controlled by the love of 
God. 

" His power failing, represents the utter inutility 
of all things out of Christ, to save the soul 
from the influences tending to death which, through 
ein, infect the unregenerate heart. 
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" Then opened a scene in whidi was likewise por- 
trayed all forms of vice ; but too heavily would that 
view have borne upon thee, had it been displayed 
inits Ailness, hence immediately appeared the gallery 
of ch(»ali8ts. These represent the world making 
melody to the gods of their worship, of whatever 
name or character they chanced to be. In their 
hearts was no fear or love for the Supreme Being, 
whom they mocked witH lip service. In the 
desk was represented a Mse teadier, and the 
awful consequences of hypocrisy in religion. He 
was false, and therefore Mien into this pit of. woe. 
Before him were those who represent the worship- 
ers in the name of the Cross, but who have not the 
fear of God before their eyes. Ttey appeared unto 
men to worship, but their hearts were fer from God. 
They sought to please themselves in their devotions, 
while they chose a teacher who in turn sought to 
glorify himself with men by gratifying the caprice of 
his audience. 

"He stfove to address them in representation 
of the great truth, that the mind works out in the 
spirit, the cultivation and impression received in 
the outer world. His ineffectual effort represents 
the inability of any being to derive real satisfection, 
or to be useM to those around him by false me- 
thods. 

" The spirit addressing him, represents the spirit 
of those who, in any sphere of existence, had 
trusted to false teachers, and had little concern 
for their spiritual interests. And thus the discor- 
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dance of beings not properly united is made to 
appear. They charge their sins upon each other, 
lie spirit's reference to the justice of their con- 
dition as a natural consequence following the 
violation of law, represents the coDSciousness of 
guilt and the goodness of God, conceived by all 
who awake from their idle dreamings to a proper 
sense of the the requisition of God's holy law upon 
them. 

"The dreadfiil writhing of the spirit addressed 
under the dark picture of his past deeds, represents 
that those who, in external life follow their carnal 
desires, when they meet in spirit reflect great truths 
upon each other, by the thoughts and movements 
of their being. Their final fall and blending into 
one, illustrates the inseparable nature and tendency 
of sin ; also, that the law of sympathy or magnetic 
aflioity, exists even with the disembodied spirits 
of men ; . and that, by that law, like cliaracter 
of mind and afiections, are attracted to each 
other, and that by accumulation, prevailing ele- 
ments increase in power and momentum, and 
thus each receives from and inflicts sorrow upon the 
other. 

" The moving cloud above them also illustrate 
the atmosphere of thought which fills the great arena 
of spiritual discord. 

" Finally, Marietta, the scene of the bishc^ and 
his congregation, together with the false teach- 
ers of the schools of vain philosophy, illus- 
trates that portion of the sacred text which saith, 
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' If die blind lead the blind, bofh fihall Ml to- 
geUier.' 

^^ Marietta, thj gpirit cannot endnre more; bnt 
let this Jesson impress thee with the great troth, that 
'the wages of sin is death.' 
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HABISTTA ABISES TO A SPHEBB 09 
HABMONY. 

As the voice addressing me ceased, I heard an 
angel as from some choral band, say, ^^ Marietta, 
ccHne np hither I" and I arose into a clond of li^t, 
which gently ascended. In its pavili<Mi my spirit 
rested. 

ThQ change how great, how marveloTis I A mo- 
ment before I waa with fear and wonder behold- 
ing an excited, suffering throng reveling in the 
madness of inflamed passions: passions cultivated 
while in the body to excessive indulgence. There, 
they had sorrow. TQiere, were manifested, undis- 
guised, the effects of evil of every character, of demo- 
ralizing habits, secret purposes, and hidden iniquity. 
There were contentions, murmurings, and dreadful 
blasphemies, while the actors and sufferers were 
drawn together and held by prevailing elements, 
the elements of their own perverted natures. 

And from their condition I had learned that sin 
worketh death, and happiness cometh not by diso- 
bedience, but by xmsophisticated religious fidth: 
feith in Jesus as the Kedeemer which incites the 
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true worship of God from a broken heart and con- 
trite spirit. Moreover, I also learned, that deceit 
was the element of darkness and the somx^e of many 
woes, as well as the covert for the conceabnent of 
the end of fidsehood and the fruits of vice. And yet 
was plainly revealed the great truth that no de- 
ception however finely wrought, can shroud in the 
hour of trial ; for he who essayed to portray the 
glories of nature, and sought by the display of the 
emblazoned canopy to aUure the soul from the Cross, 
and proffer life and peace by other means, fidled to 
conceal the drama moving in the broad arena where 
congregate those who do not love God or regard his 
law — despisers of the holy religion of Jesus by 
which men are saved. 

I was reflecting upon this scene when new light 
broke in upon me. I turned to see whence it issued, 
when, lo ! above me, I saw a lovely being, clad in 
raiment bright as the sun, reposing in the glory 
surrounding her. Her coxmtenance shone with 
heavenly goodness. Calmly she dwelt in the midst 
of the divine ^fiilgence. She spake, and her voice 
filled me with delight, saying, " Best spirit, rest. 
Let no care depress thee. Dismiss thy thoughts 
upon the scenes just passed. For every willing heart 
God hath in heaven a mansion prepared. And 
whoso seeks shall find the Lord a present help in 
time of need. Those thou hast seen are in the ele- 
ment they indulged while in the body. As he who 
falls from some dizzy height must bear the pain the 
wound imparts, even so he who lives and dies in 
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Bin, receives the counterpart. This is the law of 
being. 

" Best, Marietta, rest ; for lo! angelic bands de- 
scend, list, sistCT. Tliat harmony, how sweet! 
How gently it moves along the heavenly way ! It 
nears ns. Marietta; the volume swells npon the 
heavenly breeze. Its notes accent praises to onr 
Eedeemer. Heavenly anthems awake on every 
hand. Look up. Marietta ; lo ! we are near a diy 
wherein dweUeth righteousness. No evil enters 
there. No false spirit shall ever pollute the holy 
temples thereof. Hark, sister spirit, an angel 
guardian of the holy hills, addresseth thee." 

Then there came a voice saying, "Marietta, 
whence art thou? Hast thou left the world of 
mortal sadness? And why art thou inclined to 
scenes where evil passions reign ? Does thy being 
vascillate between the spheres of good and evil? I 
have seen thee in the Paradise of Peace, moving 
with the blessed, where songs xmite and anthems 
are ever ascending in softest melody. I have seen 
thee floating in the murky air friendless and alone ; 
thence I witnessed thy sudden fell into the doud 
that overhangs the arena of inharmonious, wicked 
beings ; and then I saw thee observing every move- 
ment until the sight overcame thee; and sinking 
beneath the burdened vision, I heard thee caU for 
hdp from God or for some kind angel to befriend 
thee. Learn from this, that he whose heart is not 
established in truth, whose nature is not controlled 
by the law of holy love, is exposed to the attracting 
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influence of evil ; for there is no safety for the soul 
not bom of Divine Good. He who hath not this 
principle, is in moral condition exposed to those 
influences which tend to outer darkness, and the 
abode of those existing in the sphere of deadly mag- 
netism. Eemember that he who would be the dis- 
ciple of Truth ^and enter into rest, must deny him- 
self the gratification of the unholy inclinations oi 
the perverted heart, which cleave to that which does 
not inspire reverence for God or a desire to bo 
found doing His will ; and he must convert the 
attributes of his being to the exercise of wdldoing, 
for thus and thus only can be secured through 
grace divine, everlasting good. 

" Marietta, these scenes and the opening of thy 
spiritual perceptions are permitted for a wise pur- 
pose. The movement of human minds, unsettled 
in religious truth, thou hast represented when at- 
tracted to paradise, thence to vacant regions where 
Chaos and Night rule chief monarchs ; and thence 
to scenes of wretchedness where are those whoso 
characters have been formed by wrong indulged, 
and the love thereof cherished, until the receptive 
powers have become drunken with the excess of 
vice,* and delirious under the influence of hallucina- 
ting pleasures. And wh^e at last the elements of 
evil operate uncontrolled, and the soul made sensible 
of the nature of false influence, realizes the tendency 
and the effects of sin. 

"Thus it is revealed, that when left to itself, 
the perverted spirit drives madly on under the in- 
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Batiable action of evil, and by association devoid 
of restraint, spirits aggravate each other's woe; and 
therefore iJiose in the broad arena were mntoal 
sufferers. 

"So alac^ in the world of mortality, sin is 
strengthened in proportion to the number of minds 
actuated by its principles. Thva one evil doer 
supports another in the ways of evil. And herein 
is seen how one sinner destroyeth much good. Sin 
added to sin enlargeth its capacity, and increaseth 
its movement, until families, tribes and nations 
arm themselves to do battle in its behalf. O, that 
mortals btit knew the power of evil influence ! Then 
prompted by the law of heavenly love, the Spirit 
of Grace, thqr would unite to prevent its work- 
ings in the carnal heart. Marietta, woe may 
weU be written upon the dome encompassing the 
race of man, for by their indulgence in sin they 
embitter their mortal existence, and too often enter 
the world of spirits preponderating to evil, and 
thence become united to those existing where like 
elements prevail. But the grace of God if admitted 
into the understanding and affections, changes the 
character and inclinations; since Divine life des- 
cending into the soul, causes the affections thereof 
to incline to its source. And such when they enter 
here, by the law of holy attraction, mingle in life's 
sustaining sphere, and from God receive the in- 
spiration of holiness, the ever increasing spirit 
of divine attainments." 
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CENTBB DOME OF INFANT PABADISB. 

" Maeietta, this . is tiie city where thou hast 
beheld the infant nurseries, to which, from scenes 
of sorrow and death thon art permitted to retmn. 
From this position above the centre dome of the 
infent Hm«eiy, thou canst behold the order and use 
of this temple of education. Here are congr^ated 
the schools of Infant Faradise, and here they are 
instructed in the higher degrees of useful em- 
ployment." 

As the spirit closed, suddenly the great dome 
below us opened, and presented at one single view 
its glory aud magnificence. In it I saw united 
all the grandeur, variety and order of the entire 
paradise. Again, I saw in the centre, the Cross. 
Aroxmd it were twelve spirits, in each of whose 
hands was a lesser cross and a harp. Upon their 
heads were crowns bright with gems. Below these 
and filling the broad arena encircled with magni- 
ficent galleries, w^re convened the members of 
schools from the different temples and wards 
throughout the city. Over each was a presiding 
ppirit whose movements were closely observed by 
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those below them. As I looked I beheld minudP 
bered bands of infiants, whose shining robes JrS^ 
eented every imaginable hue. In the hand of each 
was a rose, in whose folds was combined every 
variety of flower that blooms upon the plains. Up- 
on each rose rested a small white dove, and across 
the wings was written, "Holiness to the Lord." 
Belbre eadi infant was an open scroll, upon which 
appeared to be written, in characters I could in 
no wise understand, that which was their first lesson 
here. All having their positkHi, were motionless 
as they poised composedly in the light near thek 
protecting spirits. Each infant appeai-eJ to expect 
directions from the twelve spirits who were around 
the Cross, upon whom they now fixed their atten- 
tion. O, how blissful the silence that prevailed 
and which revealed the perfect order and Divine 
barmony of the place. 

8 
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MABIBTTA's UNFITNB8S BBYBALBD BT 
OONTBABT. 

^^ LiBTBK, Marietta," said the angel ; and with her 
right hand she pressed my temples, and lo ! from 
that dec^ silence came forth music like the angelic 
fareath, of tiie most inward and hallowed life of the 
spirit. I could scarcely hear it ; stiU in softest 
melody it moved over the octavian organism of my 
inward being. Until then I had not known that 
within me were elements which could be awakened 
to such symphony ; or if tuned, could vibrate to the 
touch of such sacred and interior melody. For 
surely it appeared like the spirit of interior song. 
As the notes of that spirit of music arose, I thought 
a new nature was given me to enable me to realize 
harmony so perfect ; and I seemed to blend with it, 
until my own volitiou sought to unite, and then— 
oh! then-".-! felt the effects oi a soul unstrung. 
Note after note from the invisible soxux^e approached 
this inwapd lilb of mine, but no more moved in 
unison with the music chords of my being; since 
in striving to blend in the movement they produced 
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diflcorel, and the seyeral cadences were by it repelled 
and broken like the Ml of smooth waters npon soma 
rocky and uneven surfiice. TQie music became 
harsh to me, in that I knew my nnlikeness to its 
natore. Then I suffered. Oh I ike agony of that 
moment. The contrast was dreadftd. Every part 
of my being was out of order. The waves of har- 
mony that moved softly and gently throughout the 
dome, fell like disturbed waters into my unfitted 
and discordant heart I fain would have escaped, 
for any other condition would be preferable by fisur. 
I thought even the arena of mimic worship would 
better comport with my nature, and there I could 
more easily harmonize with tiie prevailing law. 
But I could not escape. I was a perfect wreck; 
and each moment rendered my condition more 
awfdl, unto an hour would appear an age. At 
length I cried in the bitterness of my soul, " Away ; 
oh ! let me fly from this scene. Other music has 
filled me with delight — other melody rendered me 
happy. To it I listened ; and while I heard I drank 
in the spirit of the sacred song. But now, by some 
unknown law, I am prompted to attempt union with 
this harmonious sweetness, and lol I am in my 
unhallowed nature discovered. All are witnesses of 
my discordance ; and to myself I now appear unfit 
for angelic association, and lost beyond redemption. 
My spirit is wounded, broken, fallen ; no part tiiereof 
is adapted to its fellow. Oh I let me fly away where 
darkness, with her sable pall, may hide me for ever 
from myself. Angel, veil, oh I veil this light that 
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discovers my deformily, and save me from the tor- 
ments of this angelic humony. Oh I is there a 
deeper hell ? Should demons mock around the lost 
spirit, there would be nothing to awaken this new 
l^e, or by calling into action the xmstrong spritnal 
being, crash it with a sense of its unfitness ; and no 
other power but this interior harmony can touch the 
spirit's most conscious element, and break up the 
Mdden fountains of the unstrung and unsanctified 
soul." 

Thus I plead to be released by some method, from 
tiie light, the harmony, and the bliss that filled to 
tiie utmost capacity of enjoyment, the great congre- 
gation. My suffering was beyond expression, and 
yet at the time I did not consider tiie cause any 
ferther than the fact that my soul was unstrung. I 
realized my entire unfitness for the employment, the 
society, and the happiness of the members of that 
paradise. On former occasions I had desired to be 
admitted with them, and to ever abide in that holy 
sanctuary, but had not properly considered what 
qualifications were wanting in me, in order that I 
■ could join them in their holy anthems. True, I had 
witnessed the deformity of the infant spirit, and had 
with wonder beheld the operations of Grace in its 
restoration; but never had I understandingly ap* 
plied this knowledge to myself. 

When I felt drawn by the sphere of darkness, and 
saw the very cloud of death part to receive me, I 
looked up to the paradisical heaven with a suppliant 
desire to enter there and be saved. But little did I 
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know tliat ey^i then, w^« I pennitled to enter 86 a 
memb^ into the spirit thereof^ that 1 4S)honld sxj&ff ' 
ascesB ci agony from the effects of the love and har^ 
m(mj of heayen upon me, so that my eonditicm 
would involve me in perplexity and misery equal to 
the deepest hell. Ih tiiis manner my mind quickly 
surveyed the ^tire scene, while pleading fixr relief 
and I was raiabled to ftdly realize my condition, 
and Mt assured &at aU was lost, and that I was 
do(mied to woe. 

At length an angel said, ^' Marietta, thon art not 
lost. True, thy deformity is exposed; and thou art 
SuflFering by reascm of the awakening of thy spirit 
80 as to discern the true state of a discordant soul, 
and by contrast with goodness thou art brought to 
a sense oi want In this, perhaps thou wilt be 
tiie better prepared to realize the goodness of God in 
tiie provisions made for redemption through the Lord 
Jesus, whom aU the heavens adore. 

" When thou wast previously admitted into the 
society c^ the sanctified, thy discordant condition 
was mostly holden from thy sight, and thon wast, as 
a guest, permitted to receive the influence as an 
outer sacredness which, like holy dew, fell upon 
thee and watered thy thirsty spirit. But so perfect 
is the breath of holiness here that when it touched 
thy inner life, all thy latent unfitne^ appeared in 
oontraat ; hence thy suffering. In this also thon art 
in a measure enabled to discover the wisdom of a 
benevolent Creator in the bestowment of that Provi- 
dence which causes spirits of like nature and tenden- 
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dee, whoee habits are establislied, to indine to like 
conditions and abodes, so that opposite dements of 
absolute good and eyil, being separate, shall not 
enhance the misery or annoy the bliss of any dass. 
And thus is revealed why no midean thing can ever 
enter the Holy Oily, John, tiie Eevelator, saw. For 
into this sacred Temple, no nnhdy disembodied 
spirit could enta*. Nor can any law of existence 
receive the gross, unsanctified sonl within that dty 
of interior life whence originated the soft and spirit 
stirring melody which so much affected thee, nor 
conld the inhabitants of this blessed abode dwell 
with spirits mireconciled to Gkxi in the spheres of 
darkness. Marietta, behold the goodness of God 
in the law of being. How palpable would appear 
tiie injustice of a Righteous Creator, should he doom 
to the pales of night, or permit any law to operate so 
that one of these little ones should perish by being 
attracted into the deadly magnetism of the abode of 
guilt, the jegions of woe. Their tender and pure 
natures would writhe beneath the touch of the in- 
flamed passions of those who are abandoned to tto 
madness of insatiable desires. In very deed might 
God be considered unjust should his law thus expose 
the innocent. Likewise, there would be a manifest 
want of mercy in their ^position, should any un- 
sanctified and discordant spirit be impelled, while in 
that state, into the element of harmony and holi- 
ness, since their sufferings must increase in propor- 
tion to tiie degree of light and Supreme Gk)od that 
pervades the abode of the pure. 
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^Herem is displayed tiie wisdom and goodness 
of Gk)d. No absolutely discordant element in the 
world of spirits mingles with the pure and harmo- 
nious. And thus is fulfilled the Sacred Te^ whidi 
saith, when speaking of these conditions ; ^ He that 
is filthy let him be filthy still : he that is righteous 
let him be righteous still: he that is holy let him 
be holy still:' that is, let there be a separation be- 
tween the qualities of good and evil with the dis- 
embodied, and hence let those who are holy eiyoy 
that witiiout the warring of evil elements, and let 
the unholy blend by the law of their aflSnities. 
For in the nature of their existence, in contrast witili 
tiiai of the unrighteous, it is justiy written that 
th^re is an impassable golf fixed, since these ex- 
tremes can in no wise blend. Hence it is again 
written. Whoso is bom of God is bom of love, 
and love has no likeness to hatred. Whoso is 
under the dominion of evil doth not love God.' 
If mortals did but realize this law they would strive 
agamst evil and cultivate righteousness in them- 
selves, and thus through grace, be prepared for 
the spiritual inheritance of the just. But, ilarietta^ 
this lesson thou canst not now ftJly Icam nor com- 
prehend. What thou hast witnessed and what 
angels have taught thee, consider, when these scenes 
are past, and make thou a wise improvement there- 
of, least a greater evil, than to realize an entire 
unfitness for an everlasting inheritance with the 
Sanctified, beMl thee. 

^And when thou art rest(»red to external s^ise 
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and action, look unto Jeens, who alone can pre 
pftre thee to retom and enjoy the laptare, and en- 
gage -with the worshipers in this abode of the 
blessed. Here thou hast learned that the nnre- 
generate cannot become the onnpanions of these 
spirits. Weep not, Marietta," said the angel, as 
I b^an to yield to grief, ^^ weep not, for a ran^m 
is prepared; in a healing fountain thon mayst 
wash, by which all the impurity of thy being may 
be removed. In this rejiHce greatly, since through 
great m&ccj^ Eedemption is offered, and those who 
could not otherwise attain to perfect joy, are ex- 
alted fix)m prison yanlts to mansions in our Father's 
Kingdom. For this grace the saints in heaven 
praise God, nor cease day or night to utter hymns 
of thanksgiving to Him who is their Kedeemer.''^ 

Thus saying, the angel touched my forehead^ 
and a stream of light entered my being, and 1 arose. 
" Now," said the angd, " thou mayst listen to the 
sc^ notes of the song sung by the in&nts, who . 
are just admitted fipom the different temples of learn- 
ing itfto this great centre dome c^ the in&nt para- 
dise of instruction." 
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SOKG OF INFANTS BBFOBB THEIB CHIEF 
GUABDIAN. 

With sweetness the music of the infant choralists 
arose from their pure hearts, filling the expanse 
and swelling into gentle wares, which harmoniously 
moved along the atmosphere above. But grandeur 
was added to the scene as I beheld them formed 
into bands, and uniting class with dass, made 
one throughout — each class being composed of 
equal numbers, each spirit glowing with the holy 
fire of the sacred hymn. 

Moving from band to band was a female spirit, 

clothed in raiment pure and white. Upon h^ 

head was a crown set with gems, which shone 

with the brightness of the sun. In her left hand 

she held an open volume, in her right, a sceptre. 

She appeared to observe every infant, and to 

clearly, distinguish every voice, so as to know the 

relation of their different qualities to each other, 

and thence to all. Likewise, her every movement 

was noticed by the infants who sought to imitate 

her even as pupils do their instructors in schools 

with men. 
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The parts of mnsic performed were manifold, jet 
in harmonj; and the melody was the beanfy of 
perfection. As they song, their spirit fingers moved 
oyer their soft and mellow-toned harps, while all 
were increasingly inspired with confidence which, 
adding to the mdody, appeared to blend them into 
one great soul, whose breath was the spirit and 
harmony of celestial love. 
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OHAPTEEXXn. 

THB FOBLOBN AND DOOMED BBIKG. 

Hebb another scene, varying in many parts, was 
presented to the in&nts who were congregated in 
the centre dome for that purpose, preparatoiy to 
their advance to the superior plain, where they were 
to commence a life of heavenly use, unfolding and 
never-ceasing att^ments. 



In order that you may better understand what I 
relate, and the object of the varied representations 
before the in&nts, it is necessary to add, that one 
mode of instruction in the spirit world is to reveal, 
by figures and scenes, the principles involved in the 
several lessons. 

There is a law by which every principle, scene, 
tragedy, person, creature, color, or substance in any 
sphere necessaiy to be revealed, can be reflected as 
from a mirror in reflex galleries ; from planetariums, 
upon which the likeness of every substance, form, or 
color in a system, is daguerreotyped; or they can be 
represented by panoramic and continuous, revolving 
views; and also by personages performing the 
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seyeral parts, and thns tepresentmg the Yariaai 
principles and actois in any scene. 

By these means, spirits unlearned in scientific or 
artistic wisdom , in moral or spiritual laws , cr the 
plan, stmctore, and movem^it of the intellectual, 
spiritual, moral, and physical universe, are enaUed 
to receive the impression intended, so as to discern 
the character of all and eveiy idea, substance, thing, 
organism, or entity conveyed. And so perfect 
are the representations, that while beholding them 
the mind conceives the reality, insomuch that what- 
ever is reflected becomes a part of the understanding. 

To ftilly state the principles involved, and to delin- 
eate the varied scenes and figures employed even in 
that primary school, is beyond my comprehension or 
capacity of narration ; and it would require volumes 
to contain their statements were they written. I 
must therefore condense the relation to a summary 
view, and you must be contented with the brief 
account I give. 



As the new scene opened, the light and glory that 
illumined the dome gradually withdrew, until a 
twilight like that which follows the setting tran in 
an autunmal evening, alone rdieved and marked 
the outlines of the great dty. 

All was silence, and every being motionless, imd 
nought relieved the stillness of the moment save the 
sweet whispering of a soft and gentle breeze, whidi, 
like some celestial zephyr, ^ided over and through 
tiie vast plain. 
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After this great change in the appearance of all 
aronnd^ and a brief panse, there appeared in view a 
porti(m of esuiih resemUing a moon-light landscape, 
in which was represented, as if in some ba<* ground, 
and beneath ov^anging donds burdened with 
gloom, a subterraneous ap^*ture where lay a human 
being wounded in many parts, and apparently ex- 
piring. Upon this object, who was struggling as if 
seeking relief jfrom his suffering, every spirit fixed 
its ardent attention. 

His efforts were fitfiil and convulsive, but in no 
wise ada{^:ed to his necessities, and his inability to 
extricate himself was clearly manifest from his 
demeanor. He strove to heal his wounds by admin- 
istering what he thought to be antidotes ; but which, 
when tested, proved inadequate, and, by contrary 
effects, enhanced his suffering, and if possible, added 
to his peril. He used various instruments by which 
he hoped to discern the pathway leading from his 
gloomy abode, and to build a passage across the 
abyss which encircled him. But ^ fidled, and he 
fell back in utter despair. Then he sought to be 
reconciled to his fate. 

While he lay languishing and helpless, I saw a 
group, composed of an elderly female, youths, 
and children, gather around him. They appeared 
to grieve on his account, and endeavored to afford 
him some relief. They tried to Hnd up his wounds, 
to raise his drooping head, and to revive vitality 
throughout ; but dl to no purpose. He still groaned 
and languished. I now saw that he lay more directly 
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upon the brink of the abyss, and that he drew nearar 
each moment, as if moved by an inTisible and lire* 
sistible power. Oh ! the intensity of that moment. 
The elderly female drew near, and clasping her arms 
aronnd his neck, sought to remove him from his 
fearM condition. The youths united in the eflbrt, 
but all in vain. Still he drew nearer the abyss. I 
also saw that his body manifeflted the increasing 
effects of the malady, until eveiy part was one 
diseased mass. Finally yielding to the destroyer, 
he lay s^seless ; tlien to my surprise arose there- 
from a being like unto the former, and yet I knew it 
was not the physical man, but his spirit The spirit, 
as it stood abo^e the prostrate form, seined con- 
nected, and was still more deformed and dire. 
Spiritual and moral disease was inwrought throu^- 
out, and controlled each part wiHi unyielding power. 
I perceived also &at the body and spirit ware not 
separated, that they still depended upon each otiier ; 
and that wherein the body had failed to give 
manifestation of grief, the spuit, as a separate 
entity, was capable a£ making Ml display, and 
irresistibly gave frill expression of the suffering 
of the being. As the body had yielded to the power 
of disease and pain, so the spirit also finally lan- 
guished under the malady which was working within 
and throughout. While thus suffering, the spirit 
looked up, as if to petition aid from above, but a 
doud of thick darkness overshadowed it. Then it 
looked wildly around, evidently seeking some place 
(^refoge or source of relief. This resulting aa befcoe^ 
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the spirit sank away, as if yieldi^ in absolute 
despair, to the power of ceaseless wretchedness. As 
hope declined, the eye of the spirit vacantly fell, and 
in the downward look, discovered an abyss yawning 
beneath. Then it was again convulsed, and sought to 
escape, but in vain. The scene was horrible. The- 
agonizingy^fimtless ejQTorts, and the manifestation of 
final despair, combined to present a scene of wretch- 
edness beyond human description. Suddenly the 
spirit disappeared, and the man gave signs of return- 
ing life and sense ; but he only recovered to know 
again, in the outer man, excessive misery, and to 
more fully feel his forlorn state. 

The group, encouraged by the manifestation of 
returning life, renewed their eflTorts to restore him. 
This, too, was futile. They had no power to assuage 
his grief, or restore the lost health of body or spirit. 
While they thus struggled, a light descended, and 
lo I I saw that they were also in like condition of 
body and spirit, save that the ejQTect had not mani- 
fested itself in tiiem so perfectly. Nevertheless, the 
result was equally as certain. This they began to 
perceive, whereupon they exdaimed, " Is there no 
help?" " No help in the arm of flesh," answered a 
voice familiar to me, but I knew not whence it 
came. " Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the 
leopard his spots V^ continued that voice. " How 
shall the unstrung instrum^it tune itself? — ^Yea, 
how shall the dying, those who are already victims, 
restore departing vitality? Shall they escape the 
doom awaiting them by the strength of their pros- 
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trate eAei^es f Kay, where'er they go, there is no 
relief. Help must descend from above, or hope 
shall not appear.'' 

As the scene closed an angel addressed the 
mrdtitade saying, "The gloomy region just revealed 
is a view of earth, the birth place of mortals. The 
forlorn being, that of man, who there soffers nn- 
nnmbered ills, physical, moral and spiritual, and 
who often straggles to overcome and to arise above 
them. 

"His ineffectual efforts reveal his inability to 
save himself. 

"The spirit which arose as the body yielded, 
rq)re8ents the immortal nature which though the 
body perish shall exist in a more acutdy sensi- 
tive state, and its sinking in despair, portrays the 
great truth that the death of the body can in no 
wise relieve the soul from moral or spiritual degra- 
dation. 

" The group of friends represent human sympathy, 
which inclines members of the race to seek relief 
from sorrow, by mutual aid; that principle which 
prompts the more benevolent and philanthropic to 
devise means, and to prosecute plans for the alle- 
viation of the sufferings of man. 

" Those, who indulge this principle feel another's 
woe. They deeply sympathize with those who en- 
dure pain and anguish from whatever cause. But 
being in like condition, and by seeking to remove 
evil from the world, and to elevate man through 
human devices and in their own strength, ML in 
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t^ remilt although apparent relief may inspire 
Ipraasi^t hope. From tiiifl cause the race have 
^suggled withoi^ succeed in unnumbered ref(»rm- 
f^ry piei^ur^. For tiiis reason, earth's re- 
formers have encountered repeated fisiilures until 
^iaheartened tbej ^nk into despair ; and are often 
finally led to diseoyer fiujidamental want in them- 
selves. 

^^ Thns hath it been with man from age to age. 
Periods have succeeded periods, and each have 
had their philanthropists who have struggled 
through a weary existence, but without attaining 
the go^ oi their purpose. 

" Oft the race, to human appearance, have ap- 
proached the dawn of a better day ; and those who 
have labored to that end, have sung earth's jubilee. 
But ere they have ema*ged from the gloomy plains, 
they have felt the triumph of inbred disease. The 
^ound upon which th^ stood, haiii yielded to the 
pressure; and the muscle upon which they relied 
rdazed, quitting its hold. The rock became sliding 
sands, and the str^gth (tf their hope and effort, weak- 
ness. Thus, when they supposed victory won, the 
heights attained, sudden quaking has seized the 
world of mmd, which in its convulsive throes, hath 
precipitated than into astill deeper abyss. Thus shall 
it ever be, until men' cleave unto the Lord, who 
alone is a sure defence and a stronghdd in the day 
of trouble--- upcm whose should^s rests the govern- 
ment ; iand in whom, and by whom, all things sub- 
sist. The v(»ce wMph from above declared that 
9 
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help was not in the arm of flesh, was that of Tratih, 
which ever se^ to reveal to man his tnie condi- 
tion, and to awaken him to a sense of his degrada- 
tion, and to enforce flie doctrine of salvation 
through the Lord Jesos.'' 

Then raising his qres toward the superior heavens, 
the angd, in a meek, fervent and exalted manner, 
said: 

^ Father of All, let thy Spirit inspire these infimt 
minds with understanding, that th^ may behold 
with profit the scenes which are to reveal the effects 
of sin in the world of discordance, whence thej are; 
also the wonders of thy love in the means of salva- 
tion. 

" Endow them with STq)porting grace while behold- 
ing the trials of their Bedeemer, incident to his 
mission, and his passion while suffering the cmelty 
of those he seeks to save. 

" Grant, O Lord our Bedeemer, that these may be 
prepared to arise through degrees of life and under- 
standing, to the heaven of youths, where thy glory 
is revealed in greater degrees of paradisical tight, 
love, and extatic beatitudes. * 

" Let thy will be done by angels who delight to 
lead upward the little ones whom thou hast entrusted 
to their charge, so that thy glory may be reflected 
upon them in a manner well-pleasing in thy sight, 
llien shall their spiritual understanding be enlarged, 
andf the love principles of their beings unfolded, and 
thy name, O thou Saviour of Men — thou who art aQ 
and in all to us, the ministering servants of thy 
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grace — ^be glorified in them evermore." " Evermore, 
amen," responded the guardian angels and instnic- 
tors. " Evermore, evermore, amen,"itnd Hie heavenly 
atmosphere reaccented it until tbe echo expired in 
the distance. 
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AiTBB a brief pause, a yoice as from a distance 
said, "Be instructed by what is given. Truths 
connected with your race are revealed to your 
understanding. Beceive the principles, seek to 
comprehend." 

Then the choralists toudiing their golden lyres, 
chanted with loud voices, " Glory to Gtod in the 
highest, and on earth peace and good will to men. 
Behold we bring good tidings of great joy which 
shall be unto all people, for upon earth is bom in 
the city of David a Savior, which is Ohrist the 
Lord." 

Th^ was revealed, beneath a pale light, Beth- 
lehem, the birth place of the Bedeemer. The con- 
dition of the in&nts in Paradise, moving in the 
very glory of Divine life, attended by angels ex- 
pressly appointed , blessed by the Bedeemer, sanc- 
tified witii his love, and grested with choral bands 
of tiie heavenly spheres, reflected a state greatiy 
in contrast witii l^t now being revealed, in which 
was repres^ted the dreary world, and the drcum- 
stances attending that m^norable event, the birth 
of Jesus of Nazareth. 
182 
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The humble condition of Maty flie mother of 
Jesus, while holding in her srmA the in&nt, thronj^ 
whom S^yati(m al<me could appear unto men, 
and in whom was revealed the untold goodness 
and love of Gk)d, reflected so dearly the truth, 
that not only the in£uit8 but all the angds, be- 
holding the scene, manifested great emotion. After 
a short i)ause, the angel who before ^iforced the 
truths revealved, said, "Behold the birth-place 
of Uie Bedeemer, even Jesus whose gloiy illumines 
this tanple. For you the Spirit of [Redemption 
assumed this humble totm of manifestation. 
Through his humiliation, who is the Savior, these 
favors are conferred, and heav^y mansions pre- 
pared for all who trust in his grace and are obedient 
to the law c^ Se^mption. Adore him for He ia 
worthy." 

" We will adore him ever more," said the chief 
guardian ; and the infants repeated " We wiU adore 
him." And again all was silent. The scene then 
more plainly revealed Mary, meekly resting upon 
the breast of Joseph, who pressed her to his henrt, 
while she g^tiy folded to her pure bosom the Babe 
of Bethlehem. Near them were a few Israelites in 
humble attitude, steadily looking upon the babe and 
its mother. Around tiiem were an innumerable 
company of angels, but invisible to mortal vision. 
These held in their hands their crowns, while their 
harps, which were untouched and silent, lay before 
fliem. Above them rested a doud of glory, and out 
of that olond proceeded a voice saying, " This is 
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my bdoyed Son.'' And another voice said, ^^ Thui 
day is made manifeet the loye of Qoi to man, whc 
Ib fidlen, yea, who is dead in treepasseB and in sin 
Now salvation appearetti. Now truth moveth from 
the eternity of its existence, clothed in the garments 
of salvation. Justice and Mercy meet npon the 
fidlen orb, and over prostrate humanity embrace. 
Justice dedareth against sin; thus ^e e^^nal 
llirone is vindicated, and the government of the 
Kingdom perpetuated; while Mercy pleadeth the 
cause of the sinner who is exposed to unremitting 
sorrow by reason of transgression." 

" Let us bow down and adore the Gtod of our Sal- 
vation," said the chief guardian, and all assumed an 
humble attitude ; during which another voice from 
above spoke, saying, ^'It becomelh thee to worship, 
yea, to bow down while infinite condescension is 
being revealed. Thus let all heaven adore." The 
humble attitude of the angels and the in&nt spirits 
added greatly to the solemnity of the occasion. 
Surely there was reverence — sincere acknowledge- 
ment of mercies bestowed. I was reflecting upon 
the true devotion manifested by the worshipers, when 
the chief guardian said, "We will arise. Behold a 
new scene draweth nigh;" and raising her eyes to- 
ward the higher heaven, she continued, " Be thou 
our help, O our Father, in whose life we exist ; that 
we may understand what Heaven revealeth for our 
instruction; tiiat we may know thy love and be 
prepared to do thy will ever more." " Amen," res- 
ponded every infant, led by their separate guardians. 
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JUSTIOB AND HBBOY. 



Thb former objects had passed away dnribg the 
worship of the angels aiid the itifimts, and new 
ones appeared. 

A bright dond rested but a little above the 
temple, and from that dond descended a being whd 
appeared omnipotent in strength. Justice, Was 
writt^i upon his majestic brow. EUs movement was 
like one supreme, at whose bidding worlds might 
flee away, and in whose hand uniyersal law might 
pause, and her evolving energies slumber. 

This august personage advanced toward a gloomy 
glen, encircled by huge mountains whose lofty 
peaks ascended &r into the blue vault above. His 
demeanor indicated purpose. 

As he drew v^y near what appeared the object 
of his pursuit, a dark cloud moved down the moun- 
tains attended by lightning in all the terror of wild 
display, as if the electric fountains were issuing from 
an ocean of igneous elements. Heavy thunderings 
shook the base of the massive hills. Fire, smoke, 
and tempest were emitted, while the elements seemed 

to madly embrace each other. The scene was fright- 

135 



y Google 



186 8CBNI8 BEYOND THB GBAVS. 

fully terrific ; but still Justice advanced, and the 
Teacy lightnings seemed to wreath themselyes into 
a diadem aboat his brow. 

" Destniction " was now mirrored in super-flam- 
ing letters, in the yeiy lightnings, upon the clouds, 
and repeated by the stunning peals oi thunder. 

Beneath this awful display of angry elements, 
and the movement of Justice, the earth began to 
quake and give way. 

At this moment, when the excitement had appar- 
ently reached its climax, from beneath the cloud, 
and at the foot of the mountain, came a voice 
of lamentation, a voice of despair, saying, " Spare 
us; is there no hope." "Ko hope," echoed the 
thunders, and Justice still advanced. " No hope," 
tie repeated, as he raised his hand of might. ^' No 
hope, no hope," chimed the hoarse voice of contend- 
ing elements. " We parish wiHiotit hope," said the 
voice of wailing which grew still weaker and more 
suppressed. " Alas 1 alas 1 we perish unpitied," and 
in an instant was revealed the forlorn being and the 
afflicted group displayed in a former scene. 

Over the prostrate man bent the trembling female 
as if to screen him &om the tempest ; but as she saw 
Justice raise his mighty hand, she fell back, exclaim- 
ing, " All is lost 1 No hope ! We pmsh ! Eeceive 
us, thou abyss !" 

Dreadful was the suspense of that moment. Jus- 
tice still advanced, as if to cut in pieces, to crush at 
once the forlorn man whose trembling hands were 
upraised in form *rf supplication, — ^by whose side, 
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ted around whom, were &llen hk group of fnenda, 
alike helpless aijd suppliant. 

At tibds period a voice from the burning <doud 
said: 

•* Law's proceeding energies have been violated, and 
tiience disturbed in thee, O man. And tidnkest 
thou to trifle thOTewitii, and not to suflFer the con- 
sequences? Dost thou not underst^id that law, 
when opposed, worketh the destruction of the body 
in which it is violaljedt Moral law is Ihe law ci 
sense and goodness^ East thou not vicdaled! Yea, 
thou hast. Now ensue the dread efifeots, and thou ait 
the suflferer.** 

As this voice ceased, su^^or light flashy over 
&e scene, and ftom above a doud exceedingly bright 
descended, from wMch ca^e, witii the speed of 
thought, another being, the very ima^ of meekness^ 
whose dmiestnor wlu» the very (^posite of Justice ; 
and unbracing Justice, who was still advancing 
towiurd tiie Mien group, said : 

^ Art thou inexorable, O thou who ^dlcatest 
the ev^lasting throne? Must the sinner perish? 
Is there no hope f" " No hope in the arm of flesh,'* 
answeiied Justice in a voice that shook the firmam^it 
above. The veiy stan trembled, and the earth quaked 
and reeled as the words proceeded from his lips. 
" No hopQ or cause of hope exists up<m tiie &llen 
orb," again repeated Justice, still advancing. And 
as the blow was about descending upon the sinner^ 
tiie bang who hung upon the neck of Justice bent 
over tiiat bleeding form, and placing her left hand 
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ugoa his heirt, raised the rlg^, and touching the 
ann of Jnstioe, said, ^^ ThjThrone, O God, endure 
for erer. Thy kingdom is from eyerlasting to ever- 
lasting. Thy Word endnres. To thy years there 
is no end. Thou, O God, art holy. Eighteonsness 
is the foundation of thy throne-4he pavilion of thy 
dwelling-place — the gloiy of the everlasting hills — 
the defence and safety of the Heaven of heavens, 
^ere congregate the unnumbered myriads of glori- 
fied seraphim. Here, O God, is a &llen being. Sin 
is the violation of thy law. The sinner hath pre- 
sumed upon thy government, and touched with 
impious hands the flaming sword ; hath dared ven- 
geance ; trifled with thy will ; and contended with 
eternal and iirevocaUe justice. Hehath&llen. He 
lieth bruised, mangled and expiring. Yet, O God, 
thou hast created him an immortal being ; intellec- 
tnal, hence accountable ; spiritual, hence by sin he 
lieth. upon the verge of a bottomless abyss, where, if 
he &11, he shall feel immortal pangs, and dwell in 
unremitting woe. The reed is bruised, but not 
entirely broken ; the flickering blaze of the smoking 
flax, tiiiongh expiring, still exists. Merc^ is my 
name. Mexcy is an attribute of thy throne. To 
thee, O God, belong Justice and Men^ 1 Let thy 
love, O thou Eternal, descend 1 and thou. Justice, 
spare, O spare this fidlen being 1 Spare him though 
he hath sinned, and bartered for a morsel his etonal 
goodP 

Here Keaxiy bowed her head, as if to wait the 
dedsion and a v<^ce from the doud said, "Hercy, 
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tbon hast plead for the sinner, and heaven giveth 
audience. Oanst thou find a ransom? Justice 
panse in thy execution." 

Then another voice said, '^God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son. He shall 
bear their iniquity. By my righteous servant I 
will justify many." 

Then there was a pause, during which, from the 
right approached a female — even Mary whom I 
had seen with the beasts of the stall pressing to 
h^ bosom the babe of Bethlehem^and by the ex- 
piring form bowed, over which by the aid of Mercy 
she extended the babe, and with reverence looked 
up toward the doud. And the voice continued, 
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
smoking fiax shall he not quench, until he send 
forth judgement unto viotoiy. And in his Name 
shall tiie Gentiles trust." 

Then replied Justice, " Hath he endured tempta- 
tion, and suffered without the Gate?. Hath he 
conqua*ed death I Oan he stay the tempest of 
warring elements? Oan he change the malign na- 
ture of that perverted heart? Oan he descend the 
maelstrom of death, and arrest the heavy tide whose 
broad current thence rolls to the bottonidess abyss?" 

Then said Mercy, " The future shall answer thee, 
O, thou who boldest the balances of equity, the 
the scales of universal right." 

When Mercy had answered, the scene changed,' 
and upon the mount, called Ijie Mount of Olives, 
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I MW a bttng more loTdy than tiie 0<mB of men 
Ete lifted np hit eycB to heayeti and said, ^'Lol 1 
come, in the Tolnme of the book it is writtw of me, 
todolhy willjOGodP 

Then appeeured a yatt mnltitade of d^rmed ho* 
ings exhibiting every type of hmnan suffering and 
shamefdl depravity; and addreesing th^n He said; 
''If any man thirst, let him come mito me and 
drink. I am the Way, the Troth and ib» life. No 
man oometh xmto the Father bat by me." Where- 
upon another voice said, "This is the Son of 
David, the hope of Israel, the bright and Morning 
Star. Now ariseth the Sun of Eighteonsness. 
Now appeareth Troth in its redeeming glory £rom 
the Eternal Oaiise« Look nnto him, ye who perish, 
for lo I He cometh to redeem." 

Again I saw the mangled form. These words 
had fidlen upon his dull and heavy hearing, and 
although he scarcely understood tiiem, he raised his 
eyes as if to see whence hope was proffered. And 
as he looked. He who stood upon the Mount de* 
soended and bowed over him saying, "What dost 
thou desire?" And the fiufierar said, "Oh that I 
might find salvation 1" Then answered the Per** 
sonage bending over him, " I came to seek and save 
the lost." Then said Justioe to Mercy, "Whaie is 
thy ransom?" And another voice said, "Behold 
the Lamb of Qod which taketh away the sin c^ the 
world." And he who proffered redemption said, 
"For this eause came I into the world." "Even 
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80," said an angel, '^bj ihy Btripee is the sinner 
healed." 

"But," repUed Justice, "Hath he prevailed?" 
Then addressing Mercy he continued, "Know, thou 
Who pleadest the sinner's cause, that until he whom 
thou proposeth as Bedeemer shall approach the 
&llen, holding in his hand tiiese contending de- 
ments, he shall not rescue. Seekest thou stUl the 
fiQlen being's salvation, his restoration to harmony I' 

" Yea/' answered Mercy " for this I interpose." 
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Ahothsb scene appeared ; and O how inefficient 
are all means of commnnication to reveal to hnman 
minds its tme character! First I saw that same 
loyely Being seated, with ia company of his friends, 
aronnd a table, one of whom leaned npon his breast, 
and in pnre love's tenderest expression looked np 
into his face while listening to the words that fell 
from Ms lips. Moumftdly and filled with exceeding 
sorrow, the group looked npon him as he said, 
"Verily I say nnto yon, one of yon shall betray 
me." After which he took bread and blessed it, 
and break it, and giving it to them said, "Take, 
eat ; this is my body. For yon my body shall be 
broken." He then took the cap and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, " Drink ye all of it ; 
for this is my blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say 
onto you, I will not drink henceforth of the fruit of 
the vine, until that day wh^ti I drink it new with 
you in my Father's Kingdom." 
~ Then I heard a mighty angel whose vmce was 
like the utt^:ance of Nature when her forces contend 
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•aying, ^^ The Son of Man goeih as la written of 
him ; but woe unto that man by whom the Son of 
llan is betrayed: it had been good for that man if 
he had not been horn 1 

^^ Woe to that man ; for him it had been good not 
to have been bom. Woe, woe, woe be onto that 
manl" broke forth in a heavy voice which from 
many millions in nnivocal speech, pronounced the 
woe, and the elements ci the intaior shook like the 
leaves of a forest when contending with antmnnal 



As the echoings of these awM utterances which 
rolled along the bosom of the deep intaior ceased, 
the little band arose, and after they had sung a hymn 
of solemn movement, retired. 

Then I saw one of the nmnber, silently and nn- 
perceived, withdraw from the band, as tliey retired 
slowly and solemnly from the scene of the last 
supper, and as he advanced, his movement changed, 
his step was quick and excited, his visage mani- 
fested an inward commotion that burned with con- 
suming fires, fires iindled in the soul by antago- 
nistic elements. At this I wondered. Nor could I 
perceive by what means a transition so sudden and 
so great could be effected. Just before, I had seen 
him seated with his friends, and those friends were 
suffering greatly by reason of the predictions of him 
to whom they looked for counsel and for safety. 
They mourned, fearing his departure from them. 
They leaned upon him as a dependent child leans 
upon a fidthfrd parent. They had hoped, yea, they 
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luul €saitod th«ir h<^ in him. The eodbent or i 
natnreofthathopelcoiddBOl oemprahmd. Still I 
Mw ibat in him thejr had jdaced great dep^idenoe 
for fhtine good or great achievement. And when 
his words, whudi indicated his dq>artare, had been 
spoken, they had Ml&k into despair, and perfect 
wretchedness possessed them idien he declared thai 
one of them should betray him. I heard th^n in 
the deq)estsolicitiide inquire, ^^ Lord, is it It Lord, 
is it It^ That had be^ an awM moment, a 
moment that tried the soul, a moment in whidi 
^oom gathered aronnd them as a mantle of thick 
dailaiess. 

In their Q)iiits they grieved, when he said, ^^ A 
little while and ye shall not see me; and again a 
little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the 
Father. Bat because I have sidd these things unto 
you sorrow hath filled your heart Neverthdess, I 
tell you the truth. It is expedient for you that I go 
away. For, if I go n<^ away, the Comforts will 
not come unto joa ; but if I dq»rt I will'aend him 
unto you. I will not leave yon comfortless. I will 
come unto you. Let not your heart be troubled : ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In my Fath^s 
house are many mansions : if it were not so I wpuld 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for joa. I 
will come again and receive you unto mysdf ; that 
where I am there ye may be also. Yet a little while 
and the world seeth me no more: but ye see me: 
because I live ye shall live also. Verily, verily, I 
luty unto you, that ye shall we^ and lament, but 
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tiie world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowftd, 
but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. And 
indeed ye now have sorrow : but I w^ see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
man takefh from you. These things have I spoken 
to you in proverbs: but the time cometh when I 
Bhall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I 
shall show you plainly of the Father.'' 

These words of promise and of consolation, which 
he spake while predicting his departure, they be- 
lieved ; still they were sad and exceeding sorrowM, 
because he said, ** I go away.'' 

They loved him : he was worthy of all holy affec- 
tion. 

His words were full of goodness ; and there was 
BO much of heavenly love, tenderness, and paternal 
care manifested by him, that my wonder was excited 
while seeking for a reason sufficient to induce any 
one of that little ccwnpany to withdraw from it that 
he might betray into the hands of enemies, a Being 
whose presence thus inspired hope, love, reverence, 
and adoration. 

While my spirit pondered, I heard the angels who 
instructed the inMts say, " In what thou seest behold 
the nature of good and evil contrasted. That little 
band was the company of the Lord's disciples who 
partook of the passover with him, the evening before 
his betrayal. He who addressed them was the Ee- 
deemer, who, knowing that his * hour' ^^ras at hand, 
and also who should betray him, prepared their minds 
for the trial, and predicted the events which were 
10 
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to follow. He ^o BO Btrangdf m&diew^ mn 
.Judas Iscariot, who befcra;^ Im mastec iox thijig| 
pieces of silTer. 

'' Observe more mmutri^ this scene aa^ it pa^sei^ 
and the two great princip^ wtdcb are operative wit^ 
man in a isMen state, shall so xmfold themselves aci 
to impress thee with its pmrpose, and ing^r^ 1^ 
being with the solemn, troths unfolded." 

The angd again withdrew,^ and he wbo was called 
Judas appeared, and was se^ just entering a coun^ 
cil-chamber, where were gathered the qJpi^ priest^ 
and elders of ancient Israel^ who at the time of th^ 
Lord's passion, conspired to tak^ him and put him 
to death, and thus bring upon him perpetual scorq 
and blasting ignominy. And^ ohl how chained, 
how entirely changed 1 His spirit was the opposite 
of that which had appeared in the room set apart for 
the liSst Supper. His outward e:q)i:es8ion bespcie 
inward rage, — ^the rage of a malicious heart, a heart 
grievously treacherous and desperately wicked. At 
this time a pale light flashed over his head, which 
revealed a ^oup of demoniac spirits. These urged 
him onward by their vindictive inspiration. They 
manifested all that can be ooncedved as the embodi- 
ment of evil which composes the elementary being 
of the arch-fiend ; the foe of all good ; the destroyed 
of peace; the instigator of crime; the en^my of 
right ; the soul-alluring Satau These poured foiiJi 
their fiendish, yea, Hieir hellish vagnetism, and^by 
the power of their will surcharged him with the 
hate thcg^desired to manifest toward the Son oi^MiaQ. 
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Aa be entered the mimic sanctum, the prieets 
arose, and with nniles, Bnoh smiles as malice, with 
a hope of rer^ige inspires, greeted him. Then the 
chief priests,^ addressing him, said, "Welcome, 
Jndaa, fiiend of right, friend of God's ancient 
Qhordi, the law of Moses and the people of this 
ecclesiastic kingdom. He whom the rabUe call 
Jeans, and who by his followers is called the King 
of the Jews, by his dictum, has long been worthy of 
death. He has sought the destruction of this bdoved 
city, the city especially favored of Qod. And the 
gceat temple he has prophesied to destroy *, to pat 
down the authority of the Church j to diange laws 
and customs ; upon the ruin of Jehovah's kingdom 
to establish his own. He calleth himself Qod. £b ^ 
is a blasphemer against high Heaven, and mocks 
the throne of the Et^maL He presumes to call u& 
hypocrites ; even those whom God, by his right 
hand, hath exalted as teachers in Israel,, he calleth 
blind leaders of the blind. He hath charged us with 
havings the keys of the kingdom, and by our k)ve fot 
sin revising to enter into life ; and by a vile nature 
and love of power, of keeping those from entering 
who are willing. Surely he is worthy of death.^^ 
^^ Yea, worthy of the most ignominioua death^" 
responded in unison all who were present.. 

^^ This man is drawing with him the credulous^ 
the ignorant, the visionary, and those who are dis** 
Batifified with the Church," c(»itinued the priest; 
" and by his. peculiar nature adapted to work w<m- 
ders^ he hath deceived many who are worthy ci a 
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better calling.'' Then addressing his friends, he 
oontiiined : ^^ Bat these vnH soon become consdons 
of hisfidsediaracterand well shall it be for him who 
first disQOTers to ns the tme character and reB(»i of 
this yile deceiver, and shall enable us to bring him 
before the people. Upon snch a one tibe nation 
shall bestow great honors, and lasting blessings 
shall be upon his head." ^^ And lasting blessings 
shall be upon his head," repeated the associate 
priests. 

This was sufficient to inspire Judas with the desire 
of being first in the xmdertaking. Whereupon he 
proposed, in presence of them all, to deliver his 
Master into the hands of any band the priest 
should then commission for that purpose, upon the 
condition — ^which appeared to have been previously 
considered— of his receiving thirty pieces of silver. 

Again the scene changed. The mantle of even- 
ing overshadowed that portion of Earth. A little 
way fix>m the busy multitude I saw him who had 
counselled his disciples, moving slowly along with 
three of his chosen. He was sorrowful. I can never 
forget that scene. Oh I the loveliness that was 
manifest. Truly I thought him the dhiefest among 
ten thovsamd^ and the one altogethefr lovely. Still 
he suffered. TBiey paused, and he said, " My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful even unto death : tarry ye here 
and watch with me. Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation." He then 1^ them and went a little 
farther, and fell upon the ground. And while bow- 
ing upon the cold earth, enduring the deepest 
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agony, he prayed more eameBtly; and his sweat 
was as it were great drops of blood falling down to 
the ground. 

Aboye him the heavens opened, and legions of 
angels appeared, apparently clothed in habiUments 
of monming. Th^J veiled their feces as they bent 
over the garden of Geths^nane, in which their Lord 
sn£ra*ed. All was silent, moumfiilly silent. Each 
angel beheld the scene with wonder. There was 
Qirifit the Lord, the Divine Man, he whose name 
is written in the Scriptures as the WonderM, Coun- 
sellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. 

While observing the Savior in his agony, a cloud 
descended, resting over the Eedeemer, in which were 
Justice and Mercy. 13iey observed with intense 
interest the scene below. 

At length the Savior prayed, saying: "O my 
Father, if it be possible, let tiiis cup pass 
from me. Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.'' Then said Mercy to Justice, " Here is tllo 
Bansom." 

" Again he prayed, " O my Father, if this cup 
may not pass away from me, except I drink it, 
thy will be done." Then there descended a mighty 
ai]^, who stood by him, and strengthened him. 

Then Mercy said to Justice, " Behold the offering." 



The hour of suffering having passed, Jesus arose, 
and going to his disciples and finding them asleep, 
said unto them, '^ Sleep on now, and take your rest ; 
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bebold tiie honr Is Ht lumd, fond, £be Son of Ban is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners.'' 

"Behold, in Jesus,** said my guide, addressing 
herself to me, "an example of meek submission. 
Prom his sympathy "wifli tiie deranged and dying 
race, he agcmized beneath the burden of human woe. 
Though just, he suffers, by reason of an adopted 
affinity idth the unjust; and still liiou didst hear 
him say, ' Not as I will, but as thou wilt ; not my 
will, but thine, O God, be done.' 

" This is needfdl that man may have grace vouch- 
safed, and by the power of love become united to 
heavenly spheres, and thus be exalted from d^rada- 
tion to mansions of righteousness and peace, pre- 
pared in heaven for the ransomed of the Lord. But, 
Marietta, thou shalt soon behold the contrast; in 
what is to pass before thee shall be unfolded the 
true condition of the perverted heart.** 

Again my attention was directed to a daA and 
dolefid scene, ifeelow me I beheld a heavy cloud, 
which was agitated as if burdened with the spirit of 
wrangling elements. Discordant sounds arose from 
file midst thereof. They were hard to be understood, 
and at first the cause was hidden from me. But at 
length I heard, as from the voice of an excited 
rabble, the enthusiastic inquiry, "Where shall w^ 
find him I Hasten, most worthy guide, to the place 
of his retreat. Time wasteth, and the leaders of the 
people demand the 'outlaw/ He shcUl pmsh.'* 
^ Yea, he shall perish, and that speedily,** clamored 
m multitude who were, while moving toward Jesus 
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%bd Ms ^^{^ <^l^€^ in a l^duS that oV^- 
%ttig!&€£rp«tkl««i|y. I3ie%0&%m8tt(«tweentheficene6 
'ma «o greats ^&at I maa telttfied, and taming to 
^y pAAe I ifi<i'Bajrei5 " Who 18x6 these that disturb 
fhe^tiUfteis <!^ thiBi^ib):€$^&nb6iirt And canst thou 
inform mb Vhettci^ they «tt«, aftd whSiier bound! 
-Of "whotn do they speak in langu^ so excited, and 
%Wi a dctennination so destructive ?" 

^'These,*^ sh« said, " toe a band <rf soldiers from 
&e cMef priests atad elders of ifce Jews. The object 
of their revengeftd ptoinit is tTesns, who, in the 
ligony of his sonl, prayed in the garden.'' 

**What hath he done to excite such envy/' I 
"esidaimed. 

" He hath preached the year of the Lorf, and 
itenounced the mission of God's only Son to tho 
wcdid. Be hath given sight to the blind, restored 
the deaf to hearing, healed the sick, raised the dead, 
•comfoited the mourner, instructed the ignorant, and 
plead with the despisers of the mercy of God to re- 
gard the OresMt of heaven and earth as their Sove- 
reign^ Ri^tftd lawgiver, Heavenly Father, and 
Redeaner,'* 

And is tMs that for which they sedc to destroy 
\Ami I inqtdi^. Hath he never contended with 
ttemt 

**Hittlft tJion iiot read in the Sacred Text that 
'•diidi flie ptophet spake, when moved by the Holy 
^GHtttet, ccmceming One that should come, * Behold my 
^servant whom I have chosen, my beloved in whom 
I ma^ Wdl pleased. I will put my spirit upon him 
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and he shall show judgment unto the Gentiles. TJm 
•ball not Bttive nofr ciy ; neither shall any man hear 
his voice in the streets.' This Jesus, who in his 
himiility, bowed in prayer, and whom the pc^olaoe 
seek to destaroy as a yile oidlaw — God manifest in 
the flesh— is He of whom the prophet spake. 

While the angd jet spake, the exasperated throng, 
armed with swords and staves, approached Jesus 
and his disciples ; and lo 1 they were led by one of 
the company who sat witik him at the last supper, 
even Judas Iscariot, the same who had left his Lord 
and proposed to deliver up Jesus to the chief priests 
and diexB of the people. As thq^ drew near, I saw 
above Judas a mighty angel of darkness, from whom 
issued a pale sulphuric flame that encompassed him 
and burned in his nerves like living fire. With 
wild determination Judas advanced and hailed Jesus 
as his Mend and Lord, sealing his mock^ and 
heartless treachery with a kiss. But Jesus a^qpeared 
fully to comprehend his design, and addressing him 
said, ^^ Friend, wherefore art thou come F And to 
the multitude he said, ^^ Are ye come out as against 
a thief, with swords and staves, to take me. I sat 
daily with you, teaching in the temple, and ye laid 
no hdd upon me. But if ye seek me, let these who 
believe in me go their way. For this cause I came 
into the world.'' Then answered one o£ the multi- 
tude, "Tell us for what cause." "That salvation 
might be given to the world, and that all, even these 
who assail me, might, through fidth and repentance, 
enter into rest. Into your hands I submit myself 
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but these mj diBciplee, no harm shall be&ll them." 
Then said the mockers "13k)u art our prisoner, and 
we bear thee before the tribxmals of the people, 
and no one helpeth thee; how sayest thou then of 
these thy disciples, ^ No harm shall be&ll them P " 
At this the discsiples fled, every one his own way, 
and forsook him, save one who followed his Lord 
eTQia unto the judgment hall^ 
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Then with cruel hands they led him away moid 
the shouts of the rabble. 

As this scene was closing, I turned and looked 
upon the in&nts and angelic spectators, who ap- 
peared more afficted than at any former period. 
I then inquired, " Can there be sorrow in heaven ? 
Do angels weep?" When I heard a voice say, 
" Well, Marietta, dost thou inquire. Angels have 
hearts to feel. And who in heaven could witness 
the manifestation of the betrayal of the Savior of 
sinners without a soul poured out in sad expres- 
sions?" "Amenl" uttered ten thousand voices. 
" And who can endure the sight ? Behold the inno- 
cent sufferer. See 1 see 1 they beat him as they huny 
him along the rugged way. They mock, they deride 
him; they cruelly treat him. Let all the heavens 
pause as they behold the mournful scene ; for lo 1 
the Bedeemer suffers in the hands of sinners* 
Awake, ye spirit sympathies; lol Divine QooA 
whom angels adore is despised and rejected of men." 

As the voice ceased, I heard another angel say,— 
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** Ld 1 ^««tt Hms M^ieift heavens aagdi descend.^ — 
And 1 triidd fitr above Uie vast assemMage that 
"witnessed the sc«ie, an inmnerable company of snp^ 
JDtx beingB. 9iey had palms in their hands and 
lespowBai upon fteir heads ; and tiidir crowns represen- 
ted Ihe fitanpy heav^is, bdug a miniature expression 
df the wreathed universes Avhich encirde the throne 
of the Infinite. As th^ drew near, a dazzling light 
preceded Ihem which pervaded the spiritual atmos- 
ph^:e, and was so exalted in its nature that the 
a&gels of the highest order who had composed the 
fcMrmer audience cotild not steadiSistly behold it. Tke 
approach of this light so revealed the imperfection 
of my nature that I sought to conceal myself; but 
nothing could be concealed in that holy light. I 
&m wotdd have fled, but I had no power to control 
tiiat <fesire* Surely, I said in my mind, if this is but 
« manifestation of what is in the higher heavens, 
how «an moitsJs eiva* attain to that < divine abode ? 
How can vile man hope to ent^ that glory, whidi 
to the unpiepared soul, wouM surely become a con- 
suming fire ? 

While thus reeding, I heard oHe <tf the cherubic 
beings say, ** Angels, kindred spirits, inhabitants 
of the exalted heaveais ! bow down before your Lord, 
to He is worthy. Adore Him from the deep and 
unmortal sentiment of your revering spirits; for 
k> 1 all angels delight to offer praises unto £Qm. 
He is worthy of all ad(»ation. Praise Him t Praise 
*he Lord, the Eedeemer of Earth I While feUen 
teings mockiag gath^ mroond Him imd impkntsiy 
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hail Him King, let the hamKmioiffl QniyerBe be 
moved with reyerence, and aU intelligenceB hmnbl/ 
adore." 

Then each bowed down in silent ad(»ration, whila 
feeble and bewildered men hast^i him to the judg- 
ment hall. As the angels declared him God mam- 
feet in flesh, I wondered still the more that having 
power, he did not exert it and subdue those who 
sought to destroy ; and also, as there were myriads 
of mighty angels, each having apparent capacity 
to disperse at will those who led their Lord away, 
that they too did not seek to avert the impending 
storm. Perceiving my thoughts the instructor ^eaid, 
" He came to seek and save, and not to destroy; 
he endureth the scofib of the wicked, and offeretb 
himself a ransom for sinners ; and by his submis 
sion falfilleth tiiat prophecy which saith, A bruised 
reed he shall not hieak — ^He will not harm the 
helpless — and smoking flax he shall not quendi — 
He will not extinguish the life or hope of man. — ^His 
is a mission of redemption, and not of judgment 
and execution." 

Tl^en I heard voices as the going forth of many 
waters, saying, "Be amazed, O Earth! for thy 
sins have brought upon thee unutterable woe, and 
pity hath prompted the offering, and thy Be- 
deemer groaneth beneath the load." > 

Then said Mercy to Justice, " Qod as has been 
written, so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, a Bansom. This is the Bansom. hi 
Jesus the nations of earth shall have hope. Behold 
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tiie o£fering. In ituB aflfering there is a principle 
for the remoyal of Bin and nnholinesB; and to 
establish a sympathy between the depraved race 
Bad that life "v^ch is above. 

Then said the angel to the in£EUits, ^*This is yoTur 
Bedeemer. In him alone is that life which can 
qxdcken and save, and by him you were admitted 
into this paradise. Let each observe the scene as 
it shall advance, for by it Heaven purposeth to 
give an impression which shall enable all to esti- 
mate, according to their capacity, the value of the 
Bedeemer to them." While the angd addressed 
them, their expression ci sympathy displayed tiie 
parity of their being, and the tenderness and emo- 
tion with which they had observed the su£kring 
Son. Then all with one accord said, ^^How shall 
we utter paises and thanksgivings to God, for this 
gift, the gift of life through his only begotten Son, 
our Savior f " 

" Could we not relieve him f Can we not share 
his woe! Lo I he is in the midst of his foes. Th^ 
know him not. They give him needless pain. 
Who can ending the sight! Let us fly to his 
relief 1" exclaimed the multitude. " He is our Be- 
deemer I" fell from the holy lips of the occupants 
of the in&nt paradise. 

^^ He is our Lord ; He maketh the heavens har- 
monious with the perfection of his being, and 
melodious with the euphony of his speech. He 
maketh bliss to arise as the golden morning, 
and shed its holy lustre and Divine Oood upcm 
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^ wcvrkmaDthip of bn iuuidft. Lol Ae hwyens 
<k(ju^ hit adorabknama, aad tbei poc^kd eo^Muuie 
vijbrataft wkb the soft and gentU cadmice of bia ^^ 
eeeding love. Yet i& finaaa o£ DdYioe Man n^^ 
behold bim burriad oQward by fiillen bemga, aa tbey 
baar him throogjbk diaoovdaat ekaaeKte toward the 
baa^^bi^ aanhfidriin of a beaitlfyw cbnrdbr^a chnxcb 
vhfive Jehoivnb ia uamed in emp^ sound, bat nob 
wocahii^pad." Ibnft apake one of the mighfy ajo^els 
m th^Midienoe of the maltitade which man c^dd 
not immber. Then as the voice of ewe man they 
nttesped, ^' Let ns arise and beat back the mockers of 
the Lord." 

^^ Nay,'' said another voice ; and I looked, and 
b^Kdd Justice stood in a doud of exceeding brightr 
neas, holding tha seven thunders in his right htoid^ 
firom which issued lightnings and tempest, andtliese 
overspanned the globe,, and enveloped the race both 
small and great, the living and the dead, in its awM 
doud, and sho(^ the foundation of earth, and caused 
the soula of men to quake with the greatness of the 
terror of the rolling thunderings and blackening 
tempests. And in his 1^ hand be held a scroll, 
whereon was written in separate sections,, an abridged 
expression of the eternal law of spiritual, moral, and 
intellectual being — ^abridged according to^ and com- 
plying with the capacity of man, and in aU respects 
adapted to his condition and necessity. Before him 
y&iB the defoimed being before revealed,^ wounded 
nigh unto death, and the blood ficom his wbunda 
stained the eartb whereon he lay. 
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AgmA. repeated Justice^ '^!Not so^ the soul tibat 
ftmetb mxi$b die. The reaiilt o£ Tiolated law is 
il3^Qcablid." Thea I saw M^r^ adyanoe^ and 
wter tiie tempest,, and bending over tibe wounded 
TmBg^ Wk mmwx aa <»k a fonn^ oeeaaion^ said, 
^^ Lo ! He who was, and is, and is to ecNoo/e, descend* 
e& ta Earth, and by the incarnation ci the %)irit, 
sJW r^3Lew that sympathy with meo^ which shall 
emiAt them £rom iheir &llqn condition, and restore 
the rained spnl,. and harmonize by the perfection of 
his being the discordant race with etevnal law; and 
then in him shall be perfected that reunion which 
shall restore the lost planet. And here," Mercy 
again repeated, " Behold the ransom." 

"Even so," said Justice, "the Offering is present- 
ed. But it is in the law of existence, and accepted 
in the law of grace, that he shall tread the wine-, 
press alone. — ^And these," addressing himself to the 
angelic hosts, " seek to rescue the Offering, and pre- 
vent the issue." 

Then said Mercy to the astonished millions, 
"Thus it behoves Christ to suffer. Keep ye the 
awM suspense, as ye witness the effects of sin upon 
the sinner's sense and consciousness of right. Lo I 
the conflict heightens, and the Son of Man shall 
engage in warfere with the powers of death." Then 
said the multitude, " Permit that we do not witness 
the scene. Who can endure it ?" 

"Nay," said Justice, "should not the heavens 
behold and wonder, and hades quail beneath the 
awful tread, as the God-Man proceeds* to enter the 
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dentil-gate, and conquer the foe of man, and bring 
life and immortality to light.'* " Amen/' answered 
all who beheld and heard, ^^ Even bo let thy will, 
thou Eternal Spirit, in heaven and earth, and by hb 
and all intellig^ioefi, be done, now and evermore ; 
ever, evermore. Amen.'* 

^^ Ev^ BO, let all heaven respond,'' said Justice, 
*^ tliat God shall be all and over all. now, hencefortli, 
and for ever." ^^ Amen I hallelujah I hallelujah 1 
amai I" answered the meek observers of the sc^e : 
*^ Evermore thy will be done I Amen 1" 
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CHAPTER ZXVH 

APOLfcTON. 

As th6 voices ceased, the conspiracy against tiie 
Lamb of God arose as from a smoking pit, and 
appeared above the throng of exasperated mortals, 
in the form of a demon of gigantic dimensions. 
Upon his head were many horns, each of whidi 
emitted a volmne of lurid flame, which, like a doud, 
enveloped that portion of the earth in the burning 
magnetism of fiendish hate. Upon his forehead 
was written, " Crucify him, crucify him ; for he is 
not worthy to live. He is a seducer of the people." 
And upon his breast was written, " Apollyon ;" or 
the "Manifestation of Enmity to Good." Upon 
his heart was seen in blazing characters, " Jesus 
shall not triumph; but death shall doom him to the 
tomb where mortals slumber, and inactivity reigns* 
There he who has called himself the Son of God, 
and made himself equal with Gk>d, shall fed the 
death-fetters of my irrevociable decree. Then I will 
dash his followers upon the rocks of human preju- 
dice; gloom, and oppression, and dismay shall be 

their lot throughout all ages." 
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^ Hear ye this," said a sepulchral roioe, ** hear ye 
this,'' hissed ten thoosand serpent-tongned demoniae 
TisageSj while the vault below quivered as if some 
mighty potentate of a nether region had, with his 
blazing sceptre, touched the foontain, the mighty 
deep. 

IRien arose oat of the pit a flame, which, although 
concealed &om morteiB^ ascended amid this throng, 
causing the sphere of tb^ b^in^ to blend and bnm 
like mingling flames ; and as eadi appeared a self- 
snpporter of die fiery element^ bo, by (Moalesoenoe.tbe 
iat^sity was increaaed tmlil the host pxes^ated: tbo 
iq)pearance of^a bnzning destmctive tempest. TMs^ 
as a magnetic principle, pervaded Ae^ congpegratiini 
of mortals, who were initnunents in. ike extemaly 
inspired to consmnmale the merciless and fiwdk^ 
design npon Jesus, tiie meek and homble snfffarer. 

^'llhe balade hei^tens^" said an angd, who stood 
above the tempest ia the atmo^here of heavenly 
purity ; " Wth wonder, all ye heavens, bdiold the 
scene. Now death and hell combine; now the 
powers of evil charge upon the God-ilan, who, 
while contending with the united force of emnity 
and destruction, by reason of sympalliy with: &e 
race of mortals, isweighed down witii ibe sorrows 
and sins of men." 

*^ And," said another voice, ^^ who shall determine 
the issue? for, lo I myriads of the servants of erril 
eongr^te, and mortals who surround the sufferer 
are becoming like those who inspire them. 
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OHAPTEEXXVIIL 

THE TBIBUNAL. 

TiEES I saw them lead Jeens iirto the aadi^iee- 
diamber of the naleES of the pec^e; Upon his 
head waB a platted crown of thorns^ His temples 
were pierced, and blood ran down his dieefts. His 
hands were also bound. He did not mnrmnr, but 
looking upward moved his lips as if speaking, 
^ddenly the host tteit had airisen from the pit, 
fell back as though smitten by some mighty hmd, 
and ea^cliumed, "Lol he sp^s with God I and 
with pity beholds the multitude of mockers. The 
issue is not equal. Gur prompter is hate, malice, 
revenge ; his is love, meekness and submission. 
Flee we must ftom the power of that gentle Spirit. 
It is the deepest hell to endure his tenderness, and - 
we cannot cont^id with his love.'' 

Then again appeared the especial manifestation 
of Evn in gigantic form ; and he stretched forth 
his hand, from wUch proceeded a dark volume 
of self-consuming dements, and in a voice of 
terror said, "Arise! enter the combat, for now 
is the battle set I What, though he looks upon bis 
tormentors in love, I have tumod mimy hearts of love^ 

1«3 
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into hate; many calm spirits into madness ; many a 
prajring sonl into the utterance of blasphemy. He 
shall not prevail, for now the conflict approaches 
the consummation. This day, by my own hand, I 
will achieve for myself immortal victory.'^ Thns 
saying, he prompted a mortal, who approaching 
Jesus as he stood among his accusers, smote 
him with the palm of his hand. 

Then I heard a movement as if the heavens above 
had fidlen. I looked, and lo I all the angels were 
npon their knees, and bowing their heads, raised 
their snow-white and spotless hands toward heaven ; 
heaven y^B8 in monming. 

Then again I saw one approach Jesus saying, 
"Art thou the Christ? art thou the King of 
the Jews!" And Jesus answered "Thou say est 
it." And lo! the power of darkness gave way, 
for his voice disturbed the regions of death, and 
all was silent. 

" He, your Kedeemer," said an angel to the in- 
fiuits in grief, " is smitten by the impious agent 
of the sphere of death, and his temples pierced by 
the crown of thorns. By this, evil is represented. 
It is its element, its determination, to smite the 
manifestation of good, and without that disposition 
it could not exist. These vile beings that arise from 
their nether abode, and like a doud from some 
smoking pit darken the earth, are those evU spirits, 
that torment the sons of men. Filled with lust, 
and unable to indulge the propensity, they seek to 
vent their insatiate passions in vengeance upon 
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biewiMered mortals. And as Jesus shall rescue 
the humble soul from their power, and as he is 
the manifestation of the Incarnate Spirit, and his 
mission with men, in the condition of a Bedeemer 
is to sever the powar of the enchanter and break in 
pieces his kingdom which is established with men, 
so the prince of the power of darkness shall seek 
to conquer him, and dash in pieces, like a broken 
potsherd, the Kingdom of Peace which he shall 
establish on earth. 

" Moreover, here the two principles meet. Death 
and hell ari^e, from the nether magazine; raging 
with the inextinguishable fires oif pride and fiendish 
hate, and being convinced that the decisive hour is 
at hand, prompted by that embodiment, called Satan 
or Deceiver, they venture the engagement. The 
theatre of action is the external world, for tiiere the 
condition of men renders them susceptible to in- 
fluences from the spheres of good and evU. 

' " Tea, more, they are intellectual beings, and 
responsible, hence moral beings condemned in trans- 
gression. Therefore the righteousness of God's 
Throne declares against the sinner ; so then Justice, 
— ^and Justice is my name, — ^must also be main- 
tained if the violator live. Man must perish, or 
through some wise provision there must be a me- 
dium or mediator between him and the law violated. 
To this end a Eansom has been proflered, as em- 
bodying all that is necessary to enter tiie great 
vortex of human degradation, and grasp tiie awful 
current, and stand amid the conflicting elements, 
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wbild rogcoing tha sinner. And this can csdy be 
e&oled by the leveraion of the moviament of &e dee- 
tractiYe tendency of the raee. Those arising from 
the pit nnite this deadly tendency -with the powers 
of death and hell ; and therefore, to save the sinner, 
death and hell shall be hdd snbgect to the wiU of 
the Oonqneror • The principle of eyil shall be bonnd 
by Omnipotent and eternal WilL For the depn^ 
yed race Mercy hath appeared, and in her arms 
bringeth a Eansom, saying on him Ood hath laid 
help, and that he is mighty and able to save. And 
lo I tiie Offering now descendeth the vortex.'' 

Then said a voice, "I am Mercy. I offer the 
Bansom.'' Again said Justice, " K he be able, he 
shall trinmph over death, hell and tiie grave; hat 
he shall not strive nor cry, neitiier in contention 
shall his voice be h^urd«" Hien, answered 
Merqr, ^^ He is Hke a lamb fiar the slenighter, like 
a sheep dumb before her shearers, he openetli not 
his moutli.^ "Ev^ so,'' said Justioe, "and he 
shall also make Ins sonl an offering for sin before 
he shall see his seed." A^in, answered Mercy, 
" Although he descends tiie vortex of death, his days 
shall be prolonged, and the pleasure of Hie Ijori^ 
the work of Bedempticm, shall pro^)er in h& 
hands." His Eiingdom shall be an everlasting 
Kingdom, «nd to his Govemmeut there fldiaU be 
no end; for throng the Mediator, God shall be 
just in the salvation and justification of him tJiat 
believeth." "Amen !" answered Justice. "Halle- 
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lujah, haUdnjah, amen I" arose from spirits, an^eb 
and seraphs. 

Th^i I heard Jesus say to him who inquired the 
nature and object of his mission, and who had re- 
ferred him to the danger of his position, '^ For this 
cause came I into the world, that the world might 
be saved ; and since no man can come to the Father 
but by me, I submit to the consequence of my mis- 
sion." Then with great emotion Mercy lifted her 
eyes to the heaven above, and said, " Great is thy 
goodness, O God, since for the Salvation of the 
sinner the just entereth death's dominion and res- 
cueth the unjust." Then approaching Justice, she 
extended her hand saying, '* Dost thou accept the 
OflFering I bring as adequate ?" Then Justice bowed 
over the bleeding form of humanity, which again 
appeared, and received the extended hand of Mercy, 
saying, "When this Offering shall have in meek- 
ness endure4 unto the end, then the sinner shall 
be restored through rep^itance toward God and 
&ith in the Lord Jesus." 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

f 

THE DBEAM. 

Thbk I saw a company of angels descending 
from a celestial band, &r above the sc^e, and, as 
if upon some errand of mercy where momentous 
consequences were pending, Ihey proceeded to a 
palace in the city and paused above it, and one 
of them entered a room wherein was a lovely fanale, 
whose mind appeared anxious and disturbed, while 
she was meditating upon the scene which moved 
the exasperated populace. The angel did not ap- 
pear to ha: external vision, but presently began 
to sooth Tier nervous form into quietud^ and to 
induce a soft and gentle slumber. How soon, 
thought I, that weary agitated form has found 
quiet and repose, beneath the influence of an an- 
gelic being ; and how free from exciting and dis« 
turbing care are the inhabitants c^ the blissfrd skies t 
She rested, and an aagel breathed upon her the 
breath of pure angelic Jove. 

She awoke in the spirit and dreamed (as mortals 
term it) that she stood by a gentle river, garlanded 
with the floral beauties of a celestial paradise. The 
waters of the river were bright and transparent, 
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upon the bosom of which was mirrored the trans- 
cending beauty ci the paradisical landscapes that 
skirted that living stream, and environed its path- 
way. The waters echoed the soft notes of the 
fefUhered choirs ihai rested in the branches of the 
immortal trees and floated in the spiritual ether 
above the floral plains. 

Charmed to exstatic delight, she lifted her hands 
as if in adcnration, and as she raised her eyes she 
beheld innumerable c(»npanies of the inhabitants 
of the blissftd abode, who had just paused in a 
song of angelic love, the echoing melody of which, 
reverberating in the holy skies, in their retiring 
anthems awoke the hearing of the enraptured 
dreamer. As she stood beholding the angels above 
her, she became conscious of the cessation of the 
harmonious utterance of the immortal inhabitants, 
and the melody c^ the myriads of paradisical birds, 
which died upon the ear. A death-like stillness 
held the whole realm as in the embrace of an awful 
suspense. 

While seeking the cause the scene changed, gloom 
veiled the beautiftil river; the floral inhabitants 
folded their expanded leaves, ^and dropped their 
aroma as teais that fell from the bowed and hum- 
bled stamens and folded cups. The forests stood 
still, not a leaf moved, for even the celestial breezes 
paused. The angelic hosts above had veiled their 
&ces and a pale light, as if 4lie image of sadness, 
occupied the place of the bright glory that had 
illumined the world around her. Her heart grew 
8 



y Google 



170 fCOBNBB BBTOHD THB C»^VB. 



fiuBt, her haadB fdl liMessly by her side, her head 
drooped upon her breast, and with her £em» pale 
and the image of perfeoted sadness, she looked 
downward. Her ejes gave np their brilliancy and 
life seemed departing, when an angel toaehed her, 
saying, ^^ Pilgrim, wherefore dost ihon wonderl 
Art thon not of the dty oi Jenisalem, in the land 
of shadows and of nightP 

The dreamer, startled by the voice of the strange 
speaker, raised her head, and beheld before her one 
of the unmortal inhabitants clad in monming. Snr- 
prised, she sought at first to escape, when the angd 
continued, saying, " Fear not ; for in this land no 
hasm shall be&ll thee." I come a messenger fixon 
that innumerable eompany of angds thou didst 
behold above thee. My errand is one of mercy. 
Thou hast witnessed the glory, harmony, and meLody 
of this divine abode. Such is the true state of the 
pure and ever Wessed. They exist in IXvine Good. 
These rivers, fountains, streams, blossoms, and all 
animate existence, unite in one expression of cease- 
less praise. But thou hast ^fitnessed the change ; 
how vast and how sudden. Thou too, art sad, and 
would know the cause. For this I come to Ihee. 
We suflfer with our Lord, who in thy dty is this 
"day arraigned before a d^raved^ vindictive, and 
mock tribunal. Our Lord, who there suffers, is tiie 
manifestation of the Divine Sjmt, the Incarnation 
thereof^ Ood manifest in fiesh, in the person of 
Jesus. Him the Jews seek to cmdfy. He goeth, 
as it is written of him, but woe unto those his &ls6 
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accuflers, vile blasphemers, and unjust prosecutors. 
And thou, spirit of the lost world, thou art inter- 
ested ; for, lo I thy husband, though conscious of 
the innocence of Jesus for the people, bartereth 
innocent blood. Go thou quickly to thy lord, fell 
before him, and warn him of his danger. Tell him 
what thou seest, — ^how the land where immortality 
reigns, mourns ; yea, tttat every tree, plant, and 
flower thereof bows in sorrowful attitude, that the 
birds of Paradise fold their wings and wait in awful 
suspense, that the rivers, the transparent waters, 
wear a heavy gloom that veils their glory, that 
angds lay down their crowns, and drc^ tbeir lyres, 
and are dumb, and fell down in sadness ; while 
Jesus thy Bedeemer stands before the heartlesB 
tribunal of fiendish m^i. Go, nor tarry, else a 
moment lost may doom Pilate, ^om thou shalt 
seek to save.^ " Awake I" said the angel who had 
soothed her to s3ent slumber; and, lo I she arose 
qui(^y, startled, y«a, terrified wi& her visien, and 
hastened to send to Rkte her husband, spying, 
^^Have thou nothing to do with that just man; for 
I have suffered many things this day in a dream 
because of Him." But Pilate, disregarding her 
entreaties, yidded to tiie insane <kmands of the 
people, and condemned Jesim to the Oross, and gave 
him up to be scourged, tiien tnnoified. 
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JESUS LED OUT TO BE OBUOIFIED. 

As the sentence was passed, and Jesns was being 
led ont to be scourged, the vail that had for a brief 
period concealed the inhabitants of the r^ons of 
death from our view, was removed, and again the 
ardi-demon and his hosts appeared. Then he raised 
his hand, from which issued a broad sheet of sul- 
phuric flame that moved and flashed like unto a 
banner over the vaults below. Upon it was written, 
" Victory to Apolyon. This day have I prevailed 
with men, and they have condemned the innocent." 
Then I heard ten thousand hoarse sepulchral voices 
saying, "Hail, Aou Prince of Darkness, all hail I 
Thou hast prevailed, and man shaU feel the sting oi 
death. Gkr up to victory I Go ye up ; for lo 1 we 
arise fr*om our nether abode, and witness the God- 
man as he shall wril&e beneath the scorpion lash 
and agonize upon the Koman Cross." " Ah-ha, ah- 
ha 1" arose in swelling volums from the demoniac 
abodes below, and the air was rent with the loud 
acclaim uniting with the infernal chant from the 
mad populace that rushed to the scene of cruelty. 
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"And is it not enough?" cried a voice in mani- 
festation of deep lamentation, " O Jnstice I art thon 
inexorable i is not the ransom made perfect ? Must 
we endure the scene? Shall the innocent suffer at 
the hands of sinners longer ? Spare, O spare I Lo 1 
his back is torn with lashes I His temples bleed I 
His form trembles beneath the heavy burden 1 He 
groans in Spirit 1 Must the power of evil prevail? 
Lo 1 Satan and his legions shout in hdlish jubUee 
over the victory, that victory which condemns Jesus 
the innocent to the hands of sinners, the crown of 
thorns, the lash,, and — ^moum, all ye heavens 1 — to 
the ignominious and rugged cross, ^e engine of the 
most cruel inflictions 1" 

Then Justice anawered, " He entereth into suffer- 
ing with the fallen race, and endureth until the time 
appointed. His life is not taken, but he giveth it 
for many ; and although Satan triumph for a season, 
the strong man armed shall enter his abode." 

" Arise, thou Conqueror, arise, and set the cap- 
tives freel Make bare thine arm ^nd save! 
" Spare liie cruel scourging 1" cried another voice, 
and again all the angelic bands and the infants and 
their guardians in the Paradise vailed their &ceB, 
and silence prevailed. 

The mournful silence of the moment could not &al 
to deeply impress the great trut^ intended by the 
scene. No one witnessing could refrain from the most 
deep and affecting meditations. The suspense con- 
tinued until every being was absorbed and per- 
vaded by its influence. 
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AgttD Jeans stood before ns ; His form was.dis- 
figured, ftnd h6 was weak aal fiiint. StUl ihgy 
plaeed upon his mailed back the huge engine nfKHit 
wfaidi to ezfiOBte him, and forced him along, amid 
the shouts and jeeis and blasphemies of tiie people, 
towaid the plaoe of cmcifizion. 

Until tiiis time I had been dnmb, made so by Hie 
awfnlness of the varied and minted scenes tl^t wene 
n^idlj passing before me. But as Jesns trembled 
and reded beneath his load, and wiuiA las body 
was bleeding from the oroel scouigings, and his 
temjdes were goced and swollen from the efiects of 
tiiecrown. of thorns, and the maddening cry, " Away 
with him, crucify him, crucify him I" rolled over 
the city, I could endure no longer, and exjdaimed to 
my guide, " Why will not Justice spare the innocent 
and 1^ the guilty sufier ? Let the wodd aUde the 
consequence of violated law, nor let innocence endure 
the pain and woe necessary to that union: with the 
8in^er necessary to his salvation^ O why ahaU this 
scene continue f Why shall Jesus bear the cross ? 
Why shall the infsituated race be permitted to inflict 
pMA upon the pure, yea, him who seeketh their 
goodr 

Still Jesus moved slowly along, ready to &11, 
&int, weary and in agony^ He spake no word, but 
looked with love and pty upon his tormentors* 
While I was reasoning and wondering, I discovered 
that he moved nK>ra unsteadily, less firm even than 
before, until he sank dow& beneath his burden. His 
humanity had fidled, and as he yielded fix>m his 
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Spirit ^wiAm him, ha gioaned, and all imi still. 
'Fot the fiist time, his peroecutofB and crocifieni^ 
paused in &eir cmellgr, and manifested oare for 
Urn; and Lthanght perhaps that apparent care T?as 
on aooonnt of f^ that Ihej sbaold not^oy his 
protracted' suffering' xipoa the cross, beneath whidi 
he now lay bleeding. As he Mniky yi^ded, the 
effect npon the saints and angels was beyond any 
power to describe. IVoly it appeared that the y^ 
hear^is would &il, and happiness so fiu*. depart as. 
nev^ to be restored. 

Ilie scene had been increasing in its awftil in- 
t^:est ; bat wh^i Jesus yielded beneath the heavy 
load and the continued scourging, all the spirits 
moved as if ^my £un would have relieved him; 
wfaereapon a voice uttered firom a&r, ^^ It is writt^ 
of him, he treadeth the wine-press alcme." '^ Even 
so,'' said Justice, '^ and let the inhabitants of earth, 
and the angels o£ heaven, know that he endureth for 
sinn^ers. By his stripes they are healed. He ent^- 
etii the deathrgate, that thereby be may rescue those 
who, by transgression, have&llen." '^ Amen," an- 
sw^ed Mercy, who now i^ypeared above the Gross, 
''amen; he offered himself for sinners. Justice, 
here is the Offering I bring." '' Uou hast said," 
replied Jtistice, ''he snJBfers, but he su£^ in the 
hands of those whom he BoeikB to rescue firom the 
consequences of a law they have violated. It is no 
vindictive wrath inflicted firom the Father of life, 
but the consequences of his mission, and the heart 
he sedceth to save, made malieions by inversion and 
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evil inspiratioii. Let not the heavens above, of the 
earth beoeatih, or the lost who dwell beneafli tike 
earth, declare against tbe goodness of the Lord 
Oeator ; for it is the nature of sin thns to oppose 
and inflict, and seek to destroy good, or its manifes- 
tation, and in this sin is only made to appear in 
its nnrestrained nature. Sin, nncontroUed, wonld 
hlot out the miivenal snn, make the heavens a 
pandemonium of evil and midicious beings, break in 
pieces the government of the universal Lord Creator, 
and render void the moral principles and nature of 
universal heavens of intellectual existences, demolish 
God's throne, and blast eternal things. Sin is the 
opposite of good, knows no sympathy, is a foun- 
tain of malicious designs ; and thus, when Jesus 
i^pears a ransom for the sinner, and by reason of 
the law bf being, enters into sympathy with those 
who are the subjects of violated law, they, controlled 
by the principles of evil, seek to torture and destroy 
him, although he is the messenger of peace and 
good-will unto them. Before you who are assembled 
is made to appear — earth being the theatre of action 
— tiie nature and procedure of the two principles. 
Above those excited mortals, as a doud of smoke 
and blackness, are gathered together the hosts who 
are obedient unto the will of tiie arch-deceiver, even 
Apollyon, who is the concentrated embodiment of 
the nature and forces of evil. And demoniacal 
bdngs, by reason of. affinity, are enabled to inspire 
deluded and enthusiastic mortals, who, like a tem- 
pest, are driven by the int^or force. Moreover, 
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ihoie mortals are in a degree eeekers and loTers of 
die ways of evil, and are Uierefore the willing snb- 
jeets of the wicked device ; hence it is, that on one 
plain of action they meet, and that with tiiem union 
of enyioos desire preTails. 

** Jesns of Nazareth— God manifest in flesh, Divine 
Good, Harmonic Existence, Universal Love, and 
Paternal Oaro— is the manifestation of Good. In 
Him is the fiillness of the Godhead ; the attributes 
of Divine Existence, Divine life. Universal Good. 
Men who are fidlen, yet not immortal demons, are 
the occupants of the intermediate. Their souls Jesus 
seeks to save, and demons seek to destroy. Jesus 
entered their abode as their Bedeemer, Apollyon 
approaches to destroy. With these two principles 
there can be no union, aod therefore Jesus sufiers — 
not by Heaven's decree, but let it be repeated, 
by reason of his goodness, and his mission for 
the sinner, and entrance into the scene of combat 
witii death and hell." 

^^ And shall he prevail 2" inquired an angel who 
had list^ed to the address of Justice. 

" Yea,'* uttered Mercy, " he shall prevail. He is 
the lion of the tribe of Judah, the bright and morn- 
ing Star. He shall prevail, and shall unloose the 
seals." " Alleluia 1 alleluia 1 he shall prevail," 
arose firom the myriads congregated. ^^Thy king- 
d<»n come, thy will be done on earth as in heaven." 
*^ Even so, amen 1" said Justice, and again sil^ce 
prevailed. 

No movement or voice disturbed the speU-boimd 
12 
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atmosphere while Justice aad Mercgr paused; ftv it 
appeared that all who witnessed the scene, ^rrea the 
wicked on eardi, and those from lE^eres of darieoess 
amongther^ons <^ the dead, and &ose from nether 
abodes where eyil reigns, ftit fte in&oeenoe of 
Jesns the meek snfferer. Sorely it ccHild not have 
been otherwise when his tme charaoterwas conmifar- 
ed. No &alt could be found in him, in hm life, 
betrayal, or when condemned to &e Cross. Thus 1 
reasoned, and thns mnst all conclude, when vemem- 
bmng that he had been betrayed — arrayed in mock 
royalty befc»^ Harod — endured osnel aad Mie aocn- 
sations of the priests. His tanples had been pierced 
with thorns, his back lacerated with seyere scomg- 
ing, and yet he ha<^ot opened his month in oom- 
plaint. He had in candor re^ed to tbose interro- 
gations, npon the answer of which it would seem 
his destiny depended. No evasion of tmtli had 
stained his holy lips. Finally, in all tMngs he had 
honored his high claims to divinity, and established 
his natm*e in righteousness. 

in his life he had moved with men as a benefiic- 
tor. He had healed the sick, raised the dead, exor- 
cised evil spirits, restoring those who were possess- 
ed and ^evously tcmnented by them to quietude 
and happiness. He had bound up the broken hearted; 
caused the mourner to rejoice. He had forgiven 
transgressors, filling their hearts with gladness and 
heavenly love. He had fidthfully reproved the vile, 
and cleansed the temple of money changeis. And 
when <^posed and persecuted, and even condemned 
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to the,Cbo68, he had not reviled, but by his meekness 
and harmony he had levealed that wMdi could only 
Jutve been Diyine. 

When the Gross npon which he was to be executed 
w»s laid npon his bleeding shoulders, he had meekly 
bowed under it, and borne it aloQg, amid loud 
aodamations and bitt^ taunts ; thus occupying the 
most humiliating, as w^ as suffering, condition. 
And when fallen beneatihi the Gross, ^diausted in 
Im humanity by excessive and protracted suffering, 
his spirit groaned, but without complaint. Then he 
looked upon his accusers and tormentprs with pity. 
Then he r^nemb^ed tiisix depraved state, and Mt 
compassion for them. Thus the Savior of sinners 
suffered, when none sympathized save a few personal 
j&iends, whose spirits agonized with him, but who 
had no means to offer aid. B# bled, groaned, 
fiunted, and fell, but no tear stole down the hardened 
cheek of the cruel Jew. No soft hand touched gently 
his wounded temples. No words of consolation were 
spoken to him. Alone he endured, alone he bled, 
alone he stru^led to bear the cross. How coxdd those 
who witnessed fall to sympathize with him? or mor- 
tals r^:ttin a tear ? How &il to love one so excel- 
lent I How prevent their souls from adoring one so 
worthy, and the more especially since he suffered, not 
only innocent, but for their salvation I 

Finally, the soldiers commanded Jesus to arise 
and proceed to Calvary. Obedi^t, he struggled 
beneath the cross; but his trembUng limbs fiuled, 
and again he sank back in his agony. Who can 
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depict the soene f What artist,, with pencil formed 
of immortal colors, could so touch the sense of man, 
and blend the light and shadows with skill sufficient 
to reveal the great reality of the scene I 

There was the Savior, the spotless, holy, and 
lovely Jesus, straggling with convxdsive effort, nndear 
the scourge's lash, to raise the cross beneath whidi 
he had fSedlen. Blood from his bleeding body stained 
thegionnd. The severed flesh quivered from repeated 
strokes by the athletic scoxu^ger's hand. His swollen 
visage was more marred than any man's. His eye 
of love was concealed beneath blood and tears. His 
holy lips moved, prcmipted by his heart, which was 
ever ftill of love and pity, and they accented, " ffin- 
ner, for thee I freely suffer ; for thee I endure these 
afflictions, yea, I endure them that thou mayest be 
saved." 

After repeated ineffectual effi>rts to force Jesus 
to bear his cross alone, and anxious to revel in his 
Bu£ferings during the final trial, orders were giv^i to 
the soldiers, who compelled one Simon a Oyrinean 
to bear the cross. And again they proceeded. 

As they advanced slowly toward Oalvary, a com- 
pany of females approached the dictators of the dread 
tragedy, and bowing before them, raised their hands, 
and in the most affecting manner, plead that Jesus 
should be released. No attitude could better com- 
port with the object of their prayer. Their sorrow 
was inexpressible ; their cause was just ; their petition 
humble and urgent, but all of no avail. '^ He shall 
perish," said the proud priests ; and again the mul« 



y Google 



80ENBS BETOND THE OBATS. 181 

titade shouted, "Orucify him, crncify him. Test 
his power. K he be the Son of God, let him break 
the arm of strength that moves him toward Calvary, 
where his weakness, folly and blasphemy shall be 
revealed.'' 

" Nay," said the humble petitioners, " spare 
him for our sake. Are we not your sisters ? Do we 
not love you, our brethren? Hear us, let our suit 
be regarded. Let woman's love prevail. Let mother's 
and sister's find favour in this hour of trial. Ye 
know him not. His heart is full of universal 
love. His soul is that of pity and tenderness 
We love you no less, though Jesus we also love 
His goodness hath won our hearts. We plead his 
cause. Save him. His feeble limbs fail; he falls 
beneath the load. Can you not spare him ? Oh I 
remember and regard us ; yea, remember the love 
of fidthful woman in her most endearing relations — 
her tenderness and faithMness in the hour of trial ; 
then remember Jesus for whom we plead." 

" Never 1" coldly and sternly answered a haughty 
high priest, " Never ? He merits death. He shtdl 
be crucified." " He shall be crucified," shouted the 
multitude ; and the group of mediators sank down 
in despair. 
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JUDAB RBPBNTINQ. 

Bbfobb us was now displayed the Jewish sanhe- 
drim. They were expressing many thanks for the 
triumph of truth over error, and of sense over fanati- 
cism. They congratulated each other in the hope of 
peace that must result from the prompt and effideat 
action taken to put down Jesus the impostor^ 

Their general appearance bespoke a proud despo- 
tic spirit rather than that of God's humble servants. 
There was more of jocular frivolity displayed than 
religion, more phariseeism than meekness, more 
lordship than ministry. While they were reveling 
in the glow of their triumphant feelings, Judas, now 
the picture of wretchedness, rushed into their midst 
and wildly exclaimed, " I have sinned in that, I have 
betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to ts. 
See thou to that," replied the priests. 

At this cold and repulsive reply, Judas startled ; 
he had expected their sympathy and aid in his trial ; 
and having served them, he had resorted to them for 
help ; and their indignity offered to him upon the 
occasion but added sorrow to sorrow, disappoint 
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meat to disf^Kwteeiit, ramcoBe to remoise, and 
dnpaur to wxetdie(bk<«8. E^ooyeriQg partiaUj from 
the shock pixxloced by the unexpected reply, he at 
loigtixfll^d '^^ioii]dIxK>t in thk boor of tronblQ 
opeel sympathy from those who pledged honors, 
Mfiflningfl and friendship, to whoever would condnot 
them to the ct^tore of Jesus. Did I not faiths 
Mfy &]£U my engagement and give him into the 
hands of s^diers ! Why then this cold and indiffer* 
ent r^ly. For yon I betrayed my innocent Master ; 
lor you I hailed him in my accustomed and confident 
manner. Yea more, for yon I sealed my treachery 
with a kiss. Shall I not now find you as MthM to 
your most solemn pledge 2" 

Then looking down as if in deep and painM 
thought, he exdaimed, " When I betrayed him, he 
looked upon me in love. That look I now see. I 
fed its power. He was just and good. I have be- 
trayed innoc^it blood." And hastily throwing 
dk>wn the silver for which he had bartered Jesus, 
he said, '^Here is the price of my Lord and my 
peace for ever." 

TheaoL answered a priest, ^^True, that is the price ; 
in: that we pixrohased thy services ; why trouble us ? 
Take it, it is thine. We have no more need of thee. 
Oor object in thee is accomplished. Away, ere thon 
dost suffer his &te, who goeth witiiout the gate 
to receive the reward of impious folly. 
*^Iii thy complaint, thou doest acknowledge Jesus, 
llie outlaw, to be our king. Away, else the guard 
bear ihee also to Oalvery." 



y Google 



IM BOMKm mono m coutb. 



Theo a mighty angel drew near, eaying, ^^ Bebidd 
ttie prooedoreB .of men revealed in tlie case of 
Jodas, the chief prieets and the rolerB <^ the Jews. 
They have but followed the natlye promptings of the 
depraved heart. May it not th^i be said that the 
carnal mind is enmity against God ; not subject to 
his law, neither indeed can be. God is Hght, and in 
him there is no darkness. God is just; his ways are 
ways of righteousness. Qod is good; with loTe and 
paternal care, he looketh upon the workmanship oi 
his hands. Qod is faithful and true ; his Word en- 
dureth forevar. His promises are yea and amenw 
Are mot the ways of man the reverse, and too 
often designed in selfishness and clandestinely prose- 
CQted ? Are not the tendencies of man's proceedings 
tmrighteous? Seeketh he not his own and not an- 
others welfiuret Is man &ithM to equity? Doth 
he abide in confidence and keep his pledge? Tea, 
doth he not proceed with respect to selfish ends? 
Even though he hath engagements, doth he not 
too often &il when his purposes and interest may 
indicate reverse procedures? Enquire of earth. 
Let her ages, buried in the past, relate tiie history, 
nd thus revesC the nature of the human heart. Left 
the sage, the philosopher, and the poet, give a 
fidthiul answer. Awake firom their silent repose 
those who slumber in the tombs I Let lords, poten- 
tates, and Priests, speak fi*om their high positions, 
and all shall reveal the truth that man is depra- 
ved. Let the tears and sorrows of the dependent, 
the servant and the slave unite, and thev shall rer 
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kte the sad Btoay of human woe, whose source is 
found alone in the perversion of the heart of man. 

'' Jndas betrayed his Lord, and in that he bartered 
justice and gocMiness for Mammon. His procedure 
has been revealed, but his is only the great d^ree 
of that depravity which existeth with unsanctified 
desires. He sacrificed his greater good, his best 
Mend, for applause and gain. Doth not man often 
proceed on this wise? Doth he not often barter 
friendship and forsake his Inrother, leaving liiTn to 
struggle amid accumulating sorrows ; and though 
earth's philosophers fain would conceal the horrid 
picture, doth not man betray his fellow for pre- 
sent gain ? Whose frescoed walls and costly drapery 
are not tinged with human blood ? Whose luxuries 
may not be traced to the sacrifice of human hearts, 
liberty, and peace — ^the price of fidlen helpless 
brothers? 

In heaven there are no false ones. No sanctified 
spirit bartereth spirit into bondage, or for silver or 
proffered &me consigneth companions to ignominy 
and death. Nay, let angels repeat it. An angel never 
could betray his brother for aught the universe bes- 
tows." " Nor betray for aught the universe bestows 
his brother," answered ten thousand voices, "Or 
forsake when in the hour of trial. Never, no never ; 
Ihere is no Judas in the world of light," continued 
the angel. And the immortal company echoed, 
" Never, no never ; there is no Judas in the world oif 
light." 

" There is no likeness existing betwixt the ways 



y Google 



186 (MBm buond mi counts* 



«f fidkn man and saints on Mgh," oo&laiiiiA 
the angd ; how then ean man have the native heart 
which, ondianged, coold itsdf arise to angelic Mfe?" 
Th^i said a&other angel, who aj^Mroadied frcnu am 
opposite dtrection, ^'May not these tnrihs be t^ 
vealed to the infiint's understanding P 

Immediatdy a scene was before ns, in wbick 
Earth, with her multiform movements, was dis- 
played. 

In this Bceae were represented 1»rothas betraying 
bax>ther8 for gain, parents their children, husbands 
their wives. Mends exchanging each other as mere 
commodities, nations in their warings and pira<7, 
and grievously afflicting the poor and dependent. 
Multitudes of human beings were seen suflfering 
in lowest degradation, living and dying without 
hope. 

Mothers were convulsively pressing their babes 
for the las^ time to their breasts, and imprinting 
upon their rosy lips the farewell hiss, while the suck- 
ling clung with dying hold to its mother's neck. 
Husbands were looking in despair upon their mal- 
treated wives and heart-broken childl^n. Poverty, 
oppression, pain, anguish, rapine, and murder were 
revealed. In the midst of these mixed multitudes 
were a few who were striving to unloose the fettCTS 
of those bound ; to take jfrom the scourger his cruel 
impliments ; to provide means for the sufferings of 
every class ; to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
bind up the broken-hearted; to change war into 
peace ; to make the battlefield a nursery for the poor 



yGoogk 



WGBtM BROirD t^fifi 0RAVft. 18T 

snd d)q>eiid0nt; to e^Mvato true Menddhip, and 
enforce true religion; to enKghten the bigot; to 
prarent peorseeation, and establish with men nniyer- 
sal fibcrtjr and harmony, founded upon justice and 
mercy. Bat their enootnragement was limited. Still 
tkey fidled not, but were ever engaged in deeds of 
bemevolaaoe. As we were observing this scene, an 
aaagel said, " Wilt thou in^arnct tihe infants relative 
to the caiwe of this strange perversioii, and why 
those philanthropists do not laint in the toil, seeing 
they meet so little sympathy from tiiose for whdfee 
benefit they labor so ardently?' "Let earth give 
answa*," said the angel. " THie ways of men reveal 
the perversion of their hearts. Heaven can reveal 
the cause, and also why those messengers of mercy, 
who min^e with tiie sons of men, seeking their 
salvation, faint not." 

Then a light descended, and ovea* each of those who 
w«re engaged in the work of rescue, was a guardian 
angel, who, appointed of Heaven, and ftJl of the Holy 
Ghost, sought to encourage them in their labors, and 
impress them with holy and benevolent desires. Tlere 
was also revealed a light which descended from some 
invisible source, and which pervaded the heart ot 
each mortal, who, in the name of the holy religion 
of the Ooss, was stru^ling to lead the forlorn 
race. 

"This," said the angel "is Holy Inspiration. 
The Spirit of Gk)d, which inspireth all who are 
bom of Gk)d, that they may labor continually for 
man'a restoration from sin and its consequent 
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miseiy, and fear his fimal exaltation to a state of 
bliss." * • # • • 

'^ But," continued the angel, '^ no means are cap- 
able of revealing to human understanding the dep& 
of degradation into which a heart is Alien that can be 
accessory to such deeds of cnielty as have jnst been 
presented. And although angels with wonder behold 
the acts and un&ithfulness of men^ so common are 
they with man, and so natnral to his perverted 
being, that he not only witnesseth without r^ret, 
but may be induced to engage thOTein for merce- 
nary purposes. To redeem man requires goodness 
beyond finite comprehension. None but God, who 
is Love, and ^ho is mighty and able to save, could 
rescue the &llen race. Angels, while contemplating 
Gk)d'S love bestowed upon man, exalt in thankM 
praise the name of our heavenly Father." 

Then the angels said, ''Let all in heaven raise 
their voices in praises high and holy; for God 
so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that all who believe on him should obtain 
salvation. 

" Tea, we will adore our God for the manifesta- 
tion c^ his love to man who is dead in trespasses 
and sin," answered the attending angels. '' He hath 
laid help on one who is mighty and able to save. 
We mil praise Him, we will praise Him evermore, 
amen ; ever, evermore, amen." " Surely," con- 
tinued the speaker, " He condescendeth to exalt the 
ruined orb, to harmonize the discordant race, to 
lave the deluded iB^irit. He permitteth human 
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keartB to reyeal flieir hidden natoreB. In tiiis, God 
18 just, f(»r beayen mtnesseth, and while beholding, 
pitieth them. Thence angels commissioned delight to 
seek, as ministering spirits, the souls of men. Yea, 
they delight to visit earth on errands of mercy.'* 
" Angels delight to do the will of Grod evermore," 
repeated again the vast assemblage ; and the guard- 
ian angels waved their hands whai the scene 
changed. 

"Best," said the chief guardian, "ye in&nt 
observers, rest, for a season mingle in the social 
scenes of paradisical enjoyment." 

13ien addressing a company of spirits at the right, 
the angel said, " Bring ye the flowegB^^thered npon 
the holy plains. Let the infiint spirit be refreshed. 
Let the fragrance from the floral momit deseed, and 
let joy possess each spirit. .Spirit of holy quiet 
pervade them with thy everlasting peace." 

The entertainment introduced was wisely adapted 
to that quietude necessary, after the mind had been 
excited upon subjects so vast in magnitude, and 
thrilling in interest. 

Angels from the superior spheres mingled in all 
simplicity with the saints, guardians, and in£uits. 
Familiar sentiment was ever and anc«i chanted by 
bands and companies, who were grouped in different 
sections of the temple. Visitors from the plains, 
with floral clusters, adorned the temple. ]\(bidens 
wteathed flowers of many co1(»b around the in&nts' 
heads, whose golden locks reflected beauty, min g ling 
with the harmoniously combined prismatic hues. 
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Toudis wno aooouqmiied the maidmB from the 
plains, waved pahns and bisuieheggatbeced from tfie 
delightful groves. Finally, each in&nt waa joo- 
•ented with a golden goblet, bom which thejr s^^ted 
as from fonntains o( living waters. And ^ey also 
partook of fruit gathered from inunortal treeS'--4fae 
fruit of paradise* 

Then I heard a voice siting, *^ Who could &il to 
pruse Gk>d for existence, for immortalitj, and f(Hr the 
bliss of paradise?" The infants canght the sound 
and understood the aentim^t; and raising their 
hands, on each of which hovered a bird of manj 
cdoia, whose warbling notes had charmed their 
senses, th^ rt^lied, " We will adore our heavenly 
Father, we will ever mention with love «id reve- 
rence the name of our Bedeemer. We will dieer- 
fully be led, conducted by our guardian angelo. 
And when prepared, and our undeistanding pro- 
perly enlarged, we will go forth as servants of 
goodiMSS, whither the Lord our Bedeemer shall 
direct. 

"In deeds of usefulness as well s^ with our voices, 
and upon stringed instruments, we will praise and 
adore the Lord most high. 

" We will learn wisdom as heaven reveals it to 
us, and when qualified, we will go to earth to 
visit and impress with good and holy thoughts 
those thare, who we have been taught, are our 
parents, brethren, and sisters." " Amen," answer- 
ed the guardian spirits, "For this we. delight to 
instruct your youthftil intellects, and teach your 
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spiritB to worship. For thlB exalted ooeiipati<»i we 
will unite in anthems to God eyermore." 

Then each guardian moved her hand in token 
of a change, and all were soon in their former 
position. 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 

OALYART. 

Thek avoioe, foil of sympathy, spake from a dond 
which rested fiur above, saying, ^^ Calyaiy reyealeth 
her wonders. Prepare to witness the last struggle oi 
the Redeemer, as he meets in death the destroyer." 

As this Toice ceased, the chief guardian raised her 
eyes and holy hands, saying, '' O I Lord our Pre- 
server, bestow upon ns supporting aid. Preserve 
our minds while we may witness. Prepare us to 
understand. Pervade us with meekness, rever^icOi 
and holy love." 

'^ Around this scene," continued the voice, ^^ gather 
interests as lasting as immortality, as momentous 
as the worth of undying spirits. 

^' Let the sun be darkened, and flie stars be veiled. 
Let nature pause, and heav^ keep silence. Ye 
seraphim and ye cherubim, lay down your celestial 
instruments, upon which ye utter antliems most 
holy, while the scene transpires. Ye floral universes, 
droop your heads ; and hang down your leaves, ye 
bowers. Ye wat^», stand still, nor let the rippling 
murmur break the silence. Ye birds who warble in 

192 



y Google 



0OB1IS8 BBTOHD THB 0BATS* IM 

imm(»*Ml groTes be je domb; and pftuse ye bii^eeet 
'wbHQ the Eedeemer Buffers.'^ 

Then appeared Oalvaiy beneath pale ehadowB. A 
tibrong was pero^tible, who weare i^parentlj traas- 
fixed* In the centre were three crosses, on whidi, 
human forms were han^g. Near them were a 
band of soldiers, seated as if they had be^ engaged 
in gaming ; but they too w^:^ fixed in an attitude, 
as if stunned from some unexpected cause. 

MoumM murmurings were heard as though at a 
great distance. 13iese murmurings seemed to stiU 
the Teiy spirit of life in all. And a feeling of gloom, 
approaching utter despair, was visible upon the 
countenance of ev^ spirit. 

At length a low whisper passed from guardian to 
guardian, saying, ^^ last 1 natmre breathes a solemn 
requiem! Nature soff^«. Alas! alas I" Again 
all was still. No sound or movement disturbed the 
silent gloom. 

Gradually a pale li^t shone ovar Oalvary, reveal- 
ing more dearly the scene. And the three crosses 
became more visiUe, until the form and features ol 
the sufferers were plainly distinguished. 

*' It is Jesus ! Jesus suffers I Jesus expires I" 
burst from eveiy spirit. A sudden shuddering seized 
them ; and they bowed their faces, still repeating, 
** Jesus suffers I Jesus expires !" 

While they were thus bowing, Jesus said, " Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do." 

"Oh! what love, what wonderful goodness,'* 
cxdaimed the humble spirits. *^He prays fw faia 
18 
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crocifiefB. Give iiB, 01 UioaSapfeme^ of tlMt spirit 
evermore." 

While JeiOB prayed, ihe soldieis and the n^rB 
derided him, saying, ^^He sayed dfiiers; let him 
aare himself, if be be the Qirist, the diosen of 
God." This oold and cmd taunt caused the qpiiits 
to rake their heads, and look steadfEistiy upon the 
scene. But their sympathy aa<\ sorrow can never 
be revealed. 

Near the Gross were bowing a few of the fiien^ 
of Jesus, who were past weeing, frcou their excess 
of Borrow. Agony held them ev^ci as death holds 
the pale corpse. One of that Uttle c(HxqMuiy was 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, who had ever lingered 
near him during his suflferings, but who appeared 
oonsoious of the certainty of his triaL She- suff^^ 
with him. As a holy mother she suiBfered, but 
eould not save. 

Jesus turning his eye upon the group, said to 
Mary, ^^W(»nan, bdicM thy son." Ihen address- 
ing the beloved disciple, he said, ^^ Behold thy 
mother." And thus in his agony he displayed hb 
hmnanity, and invited the disciple to support Mary, 
who was sinking beneath her weight of grief. 

The disciple th^i supported Mary, who leaned upon 
him as she looked upon her Son in his last trial. 

13ien one of the male&ctors who was crucified 
with Jesus, raUed on him, saying, " K thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us." To this the Lord made 
no reply, but looked in pity upon him. The other 
T a ale fiftc t o r rebuked his fellow, saying, ^^ We receive 
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die dneveward of our deeds, but this maa halli done 
nothing amisB." Then in a devout manner said to 
Jesna, " Those who have led thee here exult in their 
folly. They vainly suppose thee c^quered and 
slain ; but I feel from thee an influence superior to 
man. Thou art from everlastii^ to everlasting. 
Mystery hangeth about thee, O Lord I I know that 
in thee exist the fountains of life. Thou liveist 
evermore. Wilt thou, O Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom?" Then the L(»d 
looked upon him, and love fr(»n his s^mt over- 
shadowed and pervaded the suppliant. Bie Holy 
Spirit wrought in his heart that change neces- 
sary to his union with the enduring principles of divine 
life and love. And in answer to his prayer, Jesus 
said, " Inasmuch as thou hast from thy heart sought 
helpj. thy prayer is answered. Verily I say unto 
thee, this day shalt thou be with me in paradise.'^ 
This reply was like life given to the dead ; and the 
malefiictor, although in the agonies of death, mani- 
.fested that emotion which bespoke a soul forgiven, 
a spirit made free. His was a reprieve, not from 
the execution of the sentence of an earthly tribunal, 
l^ut Heaven's pardon — ^a release from the power of 
sin and death. He feared no more. All heaven, 
through Jesus, had been secured in the last and try- 
ing moment. His physical sufferings Appeared to 
operate as holy enchantment to charm the body to 
rest, while the soul shone forth amid the darkness, 
and hovered over the death-gulf ready for its happy 
flight— its exit from death to life, from mortality to 
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the poflseesion of eternal realitieB. Whale this scene 
was transpiring, the mockers around the cross had 
not noticed the Diyinity of Jesus manifested in the 
forgiveness of sin. But the angels and in&nts 
behdd with wonder and gratitude the goodness 
displayed in that trying moment. And so de^ 
was the impression, diat ever after, when referring 
to the crucifixion, the in&nts would name the thief^ 
speak of his prayer, and the propitious answer of 
the Bedeem^, — that answer by which all heaven 
I given to tiie dying sinner. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 

THE LAST STSUGQLE. 

Dabkniss now began to fold more dosely its 
mantle aronnd the scene. No snn, or moon, or 
stars were visible. Night in heavy gloom veUed the 
earth. 

At length Jesns said, " I thirst ;" whereupon one 
filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, 
and toudied his parched lips. This was too much 
for the infants ; and at the sight, they drooped as if 
immortality had failed ; their guardians took them 
in their arms and supported them. 

When sufficiently recovered, they said, " We had 
living water from golden cups, but these cruel tor- 
mentors gave Jesus vinegar upon a sponge. Is 
man thus debased, thus cmeU Hath the human 
heart no pity? Ohl let us touch our Savior's lips 
with these dew-drops that collect in crystal pools in 
the flower cups, brought for us from the plains." 

While witnessing the scene, which only revealed 
cruelty added to cruelty, a form, terrible in appear- 
ance, approached Jesus, around whose ghostly 
visage, lU:e satellites, revolved unnumbered lesser 
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oreatm^B the image of himself. '^ Thou ehalt tri- 
mnph, Aon triumphant king,'' was writfc^i in 
broad capitals npon the s^^ere that encompassed 
him. His appearance was like one snre of victory 
when engaging in the final conflict — a conflict 
npon the issne of which depended the interests ci 
ages. With a hoarse, sepnlchral voice, a voice of 
terror, and in a manner diaracteristic of a never- 
fiuling conqueror, he addressed Jesns, who hnng 
npon the cross, saying, ^^ I arise and meet thee in 
this thy day of folly. Thou art chained. Thou art 
a victim. Angels, saints, and men have shonted 
thy triumph over death. Death is my name. Thou 
hast engaged to reverse that law by which I exist — 
that law which feeds the hxmgry tombs with the 
bodies of infants, youths, and hoary age ; that law 
which has moved in might, and ncme can hinder ; 
that law which this day grapples with thee, and thou 
too shalt perish. Lo, I come to seize this vase, 
and dash it against the marble rock of dissolution." 
Then reaching f<n*th his hand, he seized the body of 
Jesus, whose sensitive nerves quivered from the 
touch of his cold contracting fingers. 

Then Jesus cried, ^^ Moi, eloi, lama sabachihani. 
My God, my God, why hast iiiou forsaken me." 
Upon which a voice said fix)m above, " He treadie& 
the wine-press alone." 

" Nevertheless," answered another voice, ^ he 
suffereth, the just for the unjust." " Then," shouted 
Death, " I have gotten the victory. He who waa 
in the b^inning with Gk>d, entereth the destructive 
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olemmtB where violated kw breaketii in pieces the 
violator. He entereth that he may rescue, and shall 
also perish. He fied^h. Let hades arise and behold 
mj triumph ; and ye angelic hosts who c^me to 
witness, behold and wonder while Jesns strngglea 
in my right hand. Ye have snng through all 
heaven that he should vanquish death. Yea, see 
how he struggles while I hold him with my might. 
I alone grasp tins ^ GK)d-man,' and leap with him 
amid the tombs. Ah ha I ah ha 1 chant ye his 
victory I Chant rather his defeat. I hold the 
conqueror. Give back, ye heavens, ere I ascend from 
sphere to sphere, and shake the eternal throne, and 
make of celestial worlds a cemetery for the dead.'' 
Then with wild exultant glare, he met the Savior's 
fiice, and with menacing reproach said, '' How vain 
for thee to sedc this issue? Have I not slain 
unnumbered legions } And thinkest thou to escape 2 
Nay, Jesus, thou * God-man,' I sacrifice thee, my 
last foe." 

Around this scene had again congregated the 
hosts of vile spirits — ^Apollyon leading in his 
triumph — ^waving in the infernal breezes their 
Mack banners, upon which appeared the figures 
€$ Apdlyon, Ihe embodiment of evil, and Death 
(he fell destroys, embracing eadi other over 
the image of the eross and bleeding sacrifice. Then 
IbBowed bold blasphemes, boisterous shouting, 
and wild demoniac laughter. The messengers dt 
evil moved like waves of thick and black waters to 
and fro ; while their hellish jubilee burst forth as 
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tma ft e om p moo d sea of madnees and fiencbdi 
deligfat. 

Tbej moyed aronnd Jesus, shouting Ah hft I ah 
hftl while Deafli was addressing him, and their 
triumph appeared snre. 

The infimts, np<m beholding this scene, inquired, 
^ Shall they trinmph, and Jesus dieP' 

"If Jesns perish," answered an angd, "the 
heaTeos &il. He holdeih the nniverse in Ms ri^ 
hand." 

"Bat," said ApoUycm in distant reply, "he 
fidleth in this dedsiye hour. Strike your death- 
song, ye congregated millions ! for, lo I Jesns the 
boaotod Son of God is at last subdued. Death pre- 
TaUethl" 

Thai the diyinity of Jesus said, "No man takelh 
my life. Ilay it down of myself. Yewhose^me^ 
employ men in the ext^iial world as agents oi 
slaughter and execution; but they have no power over 
me saye what is given them. Lo ! I come throu^ 
death's portals to bind thee, thou destroyer; and 
from thy power, rescue my people— those whom I 
redeem. 

" ThatI may preyail, Imeet thee in thy dominicms. 
Lo, I come ! Thou art involved in thine own de- 
sign. I meet thee, not in vengeance, but toopenthe 
tomb and set the captives free ; to open the prison- 
door of those bound and imprisoned ; to bind thee 
and destroy thy power. I have descended mnid dis< 
solving elements: humanity being the chariot in 
whidi I enter thedark dominions where mortality 
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fidleth. Thon art conquered. 13ie law of life 
and harmony shall entwine tiij form, and eetablish 
the bonndaries of thy dominions. And thus shalt 
Ihon await that day when death and hell shall be 
cast into the bottomless abyss, and they shall no 
more afflict my people." 

Thns saying, he bound Death with a chain of light. 

Then raising ]|jls eyes toward Justice, who witness- 
ed from the clotKi, hB said, ">- Behold ! the Spirit 
of Life prevaileth over death." And addressing the 
roaring tempest of dissolving nature which gathered 
its mighty maelstrom aroxmd him, and broke in 
fearftil whirlpools upon him, he said, " Stay, thou 
angry flood 1 Koll back your waters ye death 
currents 1 Unloose thy grasp thou boasting con- 
queror, thou prince of terrors 1 Lo 1 1 come to rescue 
the fallen orb, ere it plunge into the bottomless 
abyss." Then raising his right hand of divine 
strength, while standing in the mighty cataract of 
dissolving nature, he touched an orb, which, 
in its wandering revolutions, had neared, and by 
attraction from the abyss, hung upon 4he brink 
•^ ready to plunge, with its swarming and distracted 
millions of inhabitants, amid the surging billows 
that drive madly down the gulf of death. While 
thus holding the suspended orb, he said, *' Stay thou 
tempest, terrible in might! Although thy waves 
fearftdly gather around the fallen world ; although 
thy current draws with immensity of strength; 
although thou hast forced that Earth along the 
death surge of ages^ be thou still I Earth, reverse 
9* 
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thy mofoment. Ansel the day of Ihj sahraticn 
dawneth. Ye mighty winds of heftyen, &n into life 
the expiring orb. Ye pure waters, ever flowing 
from life's ceaseless fomitains, let your cooling tidea 
move oyer her pardied and barren soiL And ya 
angels who minister in love, gather qnickly aroond 
the discordant race, administer life's cordials, and 
with truth, antidote the evil of false and perverted 
hearts. Bar ye the gateway to immortal slnmbers, 
that forlorn man may not enter there. And thou 
Death," he continued, ^^ although thou dost boast thy 
millions slain, upon thee I fix my seal ; thou art 
bound, and thy days are numbered. Hades, tibiy 
kingdom of mortality, the trophy of victorious ages, 
shall Ml. And thou, at the time appointed, having 
no more kingdoms to demolish, ohslt die." 

Then addressing Apollyon, he said, " Thou foe of 
equity, harmony, peace, and heaven, depart quickly 
to regions whence thou art. Lead thy forces death- 
ward, for at the time appointed, thou too, riialt 
feel restaraining power. Lo I I come to rescue my 
people." , 

Jesus then moved his hand, and Apoliyon vnth 
his legions departed, and a dark cloud which ac- 
companied, concealed them firom our view. 

The Lord then said, " Father, into thy hands I 
commit my spirit ;" and with a loud voice, cried, 
" It is finished ;" and then holding Death subject 
to his will, descended to the spirits in prison. 
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CHAPTEK XXXIV, 

THE TOMB. 

The 006116 of the crncifixion had scarcely passed, 
when the land of Oanaan appeared, manifesting 
that inactivity consequent upon over excitement, 
occasioned by the agitation of some momentous 
question of national pdicy. 

A soft light gently descended, revealing a solitary 
tomb, around whidi were stationed armed guards. To 
that tomb was entrusted the body of Jesus. An 
angel standing near, touched the tomb with a 
soeptrehe hdd in his right hand, and it became to us 
transparent, revealii^ the body in its quiet rest. 
To behold that body thus at rest was pleasure: 
for it removed the burden and anxieiy caused by 
witnessing the suf^ings of Jesus, while he passed 
through his many trials from the garden of Qteik' 
Bemane to Calvary, under the most cruel and 
pttnfdl droamstances. 

Now it calmly reposed in the kme sepulchre, 
ahronded in dean linen unstained by blood. The 
BtiU and noiseless atmosphere, undisturbed by the 
olam(»r of the shouting rabble, and the sweet sleep of 
that body, as now presented in its unmolested home, 
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conspired to give that relief which ooold not fidl to 
soothe tibie minds of those who had been overwhehned 
by the revolting scenes of craelty and slaughter, 
which had been displayed during that awM period 
in whidi the Lord suffered. 

'^ How calm, how composed is now the body of 
Jesns I" said the chief guardian, while we were en 
joying rest of spirit as we looked npon it. 

^'Yea, Jesns resteth," answered a voice, and 
Mercy appeared above the tomb. " Yea, he resteth. 
He maketh the tomb his bed. With his people he 
slmnbereth in the grave. He sanctified the sepul- 
chre of his saints. But he sleq)eth to awake again. 
He also shall awaken all who sleep in death." 

Then one of the celestial choirs descended and 
chanted over the tomb where Jesns lay. 

" Peace and qniet slumber, holy rest, fold gently 
in thy gracious arms the body of the Loid, which no 
more endureth pain forever. Holy angels, guard tiie 
sacred tomb. Let no intruder pass the portals of 
this temple where the body of the Bedeemer resteth. 
Stay the dissolving eb^ments, that they change it not. 
Let it not see corruption. Let not worms £ded upon 
it. It liath been sanctified through suffering." 

TSieaa, in a loud acclaim, another company of 
angels chanted, ^'It shall arise again. It shall 
ascend to the highest heaven. It shall be the attrac- 
tive centre around which saints shall gather. It 
shall attract unto itself, in the realms of immortality, 
the sanctified dust, tiie renovated bodies of the 
saints." 



y Google 



80BHBS BEYOND THB OBATB. 205 

^ Let it rest," continued the band of quiet singers. 
^^ Be still, ye winds that howl around the waUs of 
Jerusalem, be ye still. As ye pass this way, fold 
your hurried wings, and glide gently by. Jesus, 
the manifestation of divine good, hath no more 
sorrow. His body slumberetii here. Touch it not, 
ye cold and impure winds of earth. Let heav^a &q 
it with the softest zephyrs. Let the most sacred 
harmony in divine breathings linger around this 
consecrated tomb." 

Again, chanted the choir above, ^^ Let the 
heavens resume their lyres, and strike their highest 
notes to lofty anthems. Jesus shall awake and 
ascend in clouds of glory. Universes shall join the 
song of his ascension. Echo, ye everlasting hills, 
echo ye his nime in triumphant song." 

Hen the former band continued, **Soft and 
gentle as the breath of new-bom love in the serene 
heavens, let us sing, *Here slumbereth the body 
of the Lord.' We will speak his name in softest 
tones. Jesus, thou external manifestation of our 
Lord, sleep on. Best, thou mangled form. Beet 
in the sacred tomb. We will linger near while the 
tomb retaineth this precious treasure." 

" Fold your arms, and poise in the holy atmos- 
phere, all ye commissioned ; let not a voice be heard 
while the body rests," said Mercy to the holy ones 
attending. And they poised in spiral circles around 
the tomb. Never can language reveal that scene, or 
in any wise express the sacred peace that pervaded 
the spirits before whom it was transpiring. 
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It mm jQfj beyond ineMnire to see tiie ho&f of 
JesQS rest It waa eacrod quiet It was fblneaa of 
lumioiiy to listen to the soft antbems of the angel 
band that watched the tomb. Surely it may be aaid 
that Jesus sanctified the grare. I can never refleot 
npon that scene without a desire that my poor body 
should rest there also. I wish to lay it down in the 
tomb. The grave no longer wears a gloom« To me 
it is the most saered place (^ all on earth. There 
Jesus my Bedeemer slnmbered. There his body 
rested, lliere itwas ftee from pain. Only let me 
be worthy, and dieerftilly, at the time appointed, 
will I Btq> into the graye, and lay my body down to 
rest, where, in peace, it shall await the morning of 
the resnrrectioQ. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

THB BEBUBBBOTIOK. 

" Bbhold and wonder, ye inhabitanta of paradiee,^ 
eaid a mighty angel aa he descended and stood upon 
the t<xnb. " Yea, behold, as the Son of Man oometh 
from the abode of desolation, lol he cometh a 
conqueror from the r^ons of the dead." 

While he yet spake, Jesus, even the Incarnate 
Spirit, the Spirit of Eedemption, appeared walking 
among the tombs. And as he looked over them, he 
said, ^' Here sleep the bodies of my pec^le. Long 
and dreaiy hatii been the night of your slumbers, 
and cold the couch on which ye have rq>osed. 
Massive walls, enclosing this vast arena, have 
guarded and confined you while ye have slept. 
Pilous dust thou art, since thou hast been tiie 
dwelling of spirits I redeem. Thou shalt arise. 
This darkness which hath bo l(mg shrouded thy 
abode in night, adding ^oom to gloom, shall be 
dispersed by the light of life. Lo, I come to illu- 
mine this dark and sditary vault, this chaamd-home 
of the dead, — to determine the limits of death and 
the grave, and to cmen a door of escape. Sleep 
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on, ye sacred relics. Dostof my people. Sleep cm 
until tiiiou art animated bytheqnick^iing, purifying, 
and exalting principle of eternal law. Sleep on nntil 
life from on high shall rede^n and spiritualize these 
properties of nature ; and prepare the atoms of tiie 
sphere of mdimental life for the immortal and inc(nr- 
mptible habitations of the spirit in its spiritoal ea:- 
istence. Sleep on until that day, wh^i thoa art 
called from this silent slumber to spheres of life. 
Hie tomb shall be illumined. Henceforth the to- 
tality of its darkness shall be no more." 

Th^i lifting his eyes, he said, '^ Watchman fr<nn 
the everlasting hills, deec^id and enter thou this 
abode. Keep guard until the morning o£ the 
Resurrection, when I will bid thee arise with these 
ashes, which, quickened into life, refined, purified, 
and reorganieed, shall become the outer garment of 
my redeemed people. That day in divine certainty 
surely cometh." Uten one, mighty in str^igth, 
whose garment reflected ten thousand interwoven 
crosses, entered the aa*ena, from the mount of light, 
and addressing Jesus, said, ^^ Lo I I come to do thy 
wiU, O Gk)d." 

The Lord then replied, " Ouard thou this sepul- 
chre where mortality slumbereth ; and pladng i^ his 
right hand a sceptre, upon whose burnished shaft, 
was engraven the image c^ the cross ; and also in 
hieroglyphics, the solemn events of the trial and 
cmcifijdon, Jesus said, '^With this sceptre thoa 
shalt def^ and control these dominions until 
Heaven calletih for thee.'' 13iq watchman answered, 
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" Be thon my help ; thy will be done evermore." 

The Divine Spirit then approached a lione tomb, 
even that over which angels watched, and in which 
reposed the body of Jesus ; and witti a voice that 
indicated supreme power, said, " Let Life descend 
upon this inanimate form. Let the Quickening 
Spirit pervade and quicken this body. Let every 
function, tissue, and property thereof, be transformed 
into life, and be thus immortalized: let this body 
arise." 

Then light from the Divine Spirit encompassed the 
body, and a sudden shaking seized the walls and 
foxmdation of the tombs. 

And the body of Jesus arose. Whereupon a 
mighty angel said, with a loud voice, " Jesus pre- 
vaileth ; he ariseth triumphant. Death hath no 
power over him ; he breaketh the strong bands there- 
of ; he liveth evermore. Eaise your anthems high 
all ye who dwell in worlds of light : Jesus reigns. 
. " Hallelujah 1 amen 1 Jesus reigns 1 " answered 
the innumerable companies of angels, who had 
witnessed the reanimation and resurrection of the 
body. "But although ye shout him victorious, " he 
remaineth mik the dead," said Justice, who was 
still observing the scene. 

Then Jesus approached the massive gate, which 

shut the passage from the tomb, and reaching forth 

his hand, touched its mighty bars, and lol they 

crumbled to dust. He then said, "Be unbarred 

thou mighty gate — ^Lo! thy keeper, even Death, 

hath no more power over thee. His limits are de- 
14 
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tennined. Tea, eren ftlthoiigh, throogli the ri6!»- 
tion of the law ci life, man fiuleth ; and as Adam 
perished, even so the oater man wasteCh away and 
dietb; yet in Jesus, bj the law of life revealed 
through Ae Incarnate Spirit, man shall be refrtared ; 
he shaD lire again. 

^^ l^e grave shall not hare everlasting dominion 
over the ashes of the dead, nor exist as a p^*pettial 
vale of darkness between earth and the regions occu- 
pied by those q>irits departed from the outer world.^ 

Then said Jesns, ^'C^n ye massive gate ; and ye 
winds bear it away that it may return no miXPQ for- 
ever.*^ 

The gate then disappeared, and Jeios moved his 
right hand over the silent slnmberers, saying, ^^ This 
dost shall awake ; it shall be quickened and pre- 
pared for the habitation of disembodied spirits." 

" How shall these awake ? How shall the grave 
give up their deadf enquired a voice, and lol 
Justice appeared above the gateway. 

Then Jesns arose from the tomb, holding in his 
band the keys of the dark dominions. 

And a voice spake from a doud which rested 
above the scene, saying, " This is my beloved Son ; 
the hope of lurael ; the bright and morning star. 
Peace be unto the world.^^ 

The doud then descended, and as it approached 
JesuS) Metcj moved therefrom, and addressing 
Justice, said, '^ This is the offering I bring, and this 
is the trophy of his victory, even the body of Jesus 
now raised from the tomb and made immortal. 
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Dort tiion, O JuBtioe, aocqit the oSmng t Jnsiioe 
replied, ^^The bfTering is accepted since dirine 
power imm(»rtaHied the propertiefi of the otiter 
man, giiing li& to tibat from which life had de« 
pnrted* 

Th^ said Mercy, ^^ The offenng ariseth in per- 
fection, animate with diyine life, and shall hence- 
forth be glorified. In Jesus, the Divine Spirit 
came to seek and saye perrerted man, even as a 
MthM shepherd seeketh the lost sheep strayed firom 
the fold ; and henceforth salvation shall be preach- 
ed to the forlorn race ; and hope, like a star ot 
superior light, shall guide Uie wanderer to the port 
of peace. Jesus controlleth Hie fury of discorduit 
dements, henceforth Hiey shall not drive the humble 
mariner to the regions of eternal night. At the 
gateway of death, remaineth the mighty watchman, 
who, by divine fq)pointment, guardeth the cold 
sepuldbre. Heaven hath determined that death 
shall give up her dead in the last day; that day 
f^)ointed, when Qod shall make np his jewels ; and 
ihall spare all who love and obey him, even as a 
man spareth his own son that serveth him.'' 

Then Justice, addressing Jesus, said, ^^ Thou art 
from ev^lasting to everlasting. King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Thou hast the keys of death. 
Heaven accq>ts the ofiSaring and acknowledges the 
victory. Thy mission, trial, and conquest, is in* 
scribed upon the Throne of eternal recollection. 
Henceforth the Cross is engraven upon, and in- 
wrought throughout all things in the kingdom of 
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ri^teonsness — to be kqpt in ererlasting remem- 
Imnoe. 

** Lo I I ocMQie to thee, thou Lamb slain for 
■innen ; yea, thou npon whose shonlders restetb 
the goyerment of peace. I embrace thee. Than art 
God." Thus saying, Justice embraced Jesus, and 
Mercy said, ^^ Shall the sinner, eyen he who li^ in 
his &llen condition, be rescued 2 Shall he find 
fiayor ? Justice replied, ** God in Christ recondleth 
the world to himself, and through his mediation, 
Heayen shall be just in the justification of all who 
come to Gknl through Him. K the sinner forsake 
the eyil of his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and return unto tiie Lord, he shall obtain 
&yor. He who seeketh life, shall in Jesus enjoy the 
blessings of eyerlasting righteousness unto peace. 
Then Merqr raising her hands and eyes to heayen, 
said, ' Now is salyation complete. Henceforth, thy 
glory, O Qtod ! shineth upon the fidlen orb. And 
thy name shall be adored by all who have immor- 
tality, because thou hast provided means for the sal- 
vation of man.'" 

Thus saying, Mercy also embraced Jesus, and a 
doud of light encompassed them, whereupon Justice 
and 'Msrcy so blended in the sphere of the Lord as to 
loose identity, and they were thereafter only revealed 
as in the person of Jesus, who, with that doud amid 
the halldujahs of legions, arose fi*om the tomb. 
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THB ASOEKSIOK. 

Befobb US now appeared the afflicted disciples, 
who, having met in a mountain by special appoint- 
ment of their Lord, were communing with each 
other relative to the resurrection. Suddenly a light 
shone upon them, and Jesus appeared in their midst, 
and said, " Fear not ; aU power is given unto me in 
heaven and on earth. Gto ye, therefore, and preach 
the Gospel unto all nations ; baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatBO« 
ever I command you : and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Ye shall be perse- 
cuted of men for my name's sake : but I have over- 
come; and ye shall also overcome if ye trust my 
word. These signs shall follow those that believe. 
In my name they shall cast out devils ; they shall 
speak with new tongues; they shall take up ser- 
pents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurt them; they shall lay their hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. But tarry ye in the 
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city of Jerusalem mitil endued with power from on 
high." 

Then he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
While blessing them he arose, and a doud receiyed 
him out of their sight. Whereupon a voice, as of a 
mighty angel, said, '^ lift up your heads, ye ever- 
lasting gates ; and be ye lift;ed up, ye everlasting 
doors, and the King of Glory shall come in." 

" Who is this King of Glory," inquired another 
from an opposite portion of tlie heavens. 

" The Lord, strcmg. and mighty," answered the 
voice; '^the Lord, strong in batde. lift up your 
heads, O ye gates ; lift up, ye everlasting doors, and 
the King of Glory shall come in." 

Then the unnumbered millioBB, who filled the 
heavens, with strong hands swept the chords of their 
stringed instruments, and, with loud voices, said, 
"We give thee thanks, O Xord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come ; because thou 
hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast ccm- 
quered. We praise thee, O Lord, who art King of 
kings, and Lord of lords ; the Alpha and Omega, 
the B^inning and the End, the First and the Last" 

13ien the doud arose into the heavens, and 
with it the great congregation who attended the 
Ascensi(Hi ; and as they arose, they still uttered, 
" Thou art holy, O Lord God Almighty, which wag, 
and is, and is to come. Lift up your heads, ye 
everlasting gates, and let the King of Glory oonro 
in. Hie Lord Redeemer is the King of Gloiy." 

During the Asc^ision, the disciples had stead* 
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fiifidy looked up into heaven, whither had gone their 
sxiseaoL and asoe&ded Lord. But as the cloud which 
received him from their sight ^lally disappeared, 
they worshipped; and afterwards, in silence aiose 
and departed for Jerusalem. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIL 

THB BBSOUS. 

Thb former soenee having passed, we heard an 
angel, with a loud yoice, proclaim, " Now salvation 
appeareih. Hope ye inhabitants of earth; yea, 
rejoice; for the lion of the tribe of Judah hath 
prevailed to open the book, and nnloose the seven 
eeals there(£ Let salvation, the year of jnbilee, be 
[Hrodaimed afor. Oo forth, ye messengers ; dedare 
the love of God as made manifest in the rescue of 
the bewildered race. Yea, let the heavens echo the 
glad news ; for Gk)d so loved the world tiiat he gave 
his, only-begotten Son ; that whosoever bdieveth on 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

As the angel spake, we heard a voice of lamenta- - 
tion, saying, "O wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death V 

From the direction of the voice arose a dond, 
displaying frightM tempests. A little beyond that 
dond arose lofly monntains, from whose very sides 
appeared to issue fire and smoke in all the terrors 
of waring dements. 
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Again said the voice of bitter wailing, " Mnst we 
perish P 

The dark dond which oyerhnng the scene^ parting, 
we beheld, by the aid of a pale light, the forlorn 
man and his friends, — tiie same displayed in a 
former scene. By them stood a man clad in simple 
apparel. He was holding in his hand a book, from 
which he read, " dome unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give yon rest." As 
he read, the afiSicted man looked np, and althongh 
somewhat disturbed by his presence, said, " To whom 
may I go ? In whom shall I have hope ?" 

" In Jesus, who is the Saviour of men," answered 
the messenger. 

" But I am polluted from the sole of the foot to 
the Crown of the head," continued the &llen man. 

Then the messenger read from the book again, 
"Though thy sins be as scarlet, th^ shall be as 
white as snow ; thou^ they be as crimson, they 
shall be as wool." 

Tie sufferer replied, " I have sinned against 
heaven." 

Again the messenger read, " Let the wicked for- 
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
merc^ upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundanfly pardon." Then said he, it is also 
written. The whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick. If thou seekest to enter into life witls 
all thy heart thou may est. "Look up," he con- 
tinued, as he raised his hand, and immediately a 
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1]|^ Bhone fiom aboTe, xevealing to the inward 
sense of the sufferer, the Bedeemer as extended upon 
the cross ; and be heard a yoiee sapng, ^^ No man 
Cometh nnto the Father but by me. I mn the Waj, 
the Tmth, and the life. He that believeth <m me, 
thongh )ie were dead, yet shall he live ; and w^oso- 
ever liyeth and belieyetli on me, shall never die. 
Betievsst thou this P 

The sufferer nqdied, ^^ Lord, I bdieve ; help th^ii 
mine unbelief;" and raMog his hands he prayed, 
'^ Ood be merdM to me a sinner." And a Ught 
descended, resting upon him ; and the Spirit of God 
pervading Ms soul, spake to his spirit, ^^ Thjr sins 
are forgiven thee; thy guilt ranoved ; thy wo^nda 
mre healed ; the Spirit quiokeneth thee, biddizig &ee 
arise, for salvation hath eome unto thee." 

Then the redeaned man arose, and rejoicing, 
worshipped; and the light that shone upon him 
reve&led bis inner being, upon whidi was impressed 
the image of the Gross ; and upon his heart was 
written the law of heaven. 

Again the messenger, who still stood netu* him) 
read, ^'Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall 
see God." 13ien addressing him, said, ^^ Quickened 
by the Spirit, tiiou hast pasiad from death unto 
life; -and art restored to harmony, and clothed 
with the garments o£ salvation. Go forth, saith the 
Spirit, proclaim the Grace of God, by which tiiou 
bast be^ rede^ned. The harvest is truly great, but 
the laborers are few. Go preach tiie Gospel ; seek 
the lost. Freely thou hast received, freely give. 
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lliis id the Bpirit of the Qoepel of the Lord our 
Bede^ner. Be fiuthM to the gr«oe given thee* 
Wtttch, that when thy Lord oometh and calleth finr 
thee, thou mayest giye account of thy Btewardship." 
Then he read again, ^^Lo 1 I am with thee, to bleM 
and strengthen thee. For eveiy trial my grace shall 
be sufficient" 

Tbe redeemed man then raised Ms eyes to heayen, 
ao^ fc&yed, ^* Be thou, O Qod, my hdp. I can 
do all things if Jesus Christ strengUien' me ; and, 
m a servant <^ the Gross, an embassador of Jesna, 
he entered the doad, which made dark and gloomy 
the plain at the foot of the mountain. And as ha 
departed, we heard him say, '^O Lord, truly I am 
thy servant : thou hast loosed my bonds. What 
shall I rend^ unto the Lord for all his benefits to 
mef I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 
call upcn the name of the Lord. I will pay my 
vows unto the Lord now in the pres^ce of all his 
people. Search me, then, O Gk>d, by thy Spirit, 
and try me, and see if there be any evil way in me; 
and lead me in the way evaJasting. O praise the 
Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people; for 
his merciful kindness la great toward men. The 
truth of the Lord endveth for ever. Fraiae ye the 
Lord.'^ 

Then an innumerable company of - redeemed 
spirits drew near, and, led by Mary the mother of 
Jesus, chanted with loud voices, ^^We will praise 
thee, O Lord Ood Almighty, which was^ and is, and 
is to come, for thy wondrous worka with the diil* 
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dren of men I Juit and trae aie thy ways, thon 
Frinoe kod Author o£ ealyation 1 llion hast re- 
deemed hb 1 When we were not mindM of thee, 
thy Spirit sought na 1 Worthy is the Lamb t 
Wondrous are thy works, O thon who dwellest 
aboye the diembim ; whose throne is the etemify 
of canse; whose dominion is oyer alii Fraise, 
glory, and dominion be nnto thee, throughout ever- 
lasting ages I Amen I '^i^^ 

"We will lift up our voice to thee 1 Thj glory 
inspires, and iiij love vouchsafed to man who was 
fidlen, is the bmxlen of our song ; is now, and shall 
be, world witliout end I. Amen t 

" Praised be thy name, most High I From our 
hearts go fordi alleluias I Thou hast redeemed us 
fix>m sin, idiich hath dominion over the fallen soul ; 
and from death thou hast exalted us to the glory of 
divine abodes 1 Oh t praise Qod, ye who with 
exalted voice may utter his holy name! Praise 
him, ye oongr^tion of seraphim who adorn tiie 
paviUion of his throne ! Yea, bow down before the 
majesty of his love, who redeemed us I Let his 
name, who is the Pbinob and Saviob, be mentioned 
with reverence most profound t Praise ye his name 
for ever 1 Praise him for ever I Amen I To him 
be glory, honor, and dominion evermore ! Amen 1 
Hallelujah t hallelujah I Amen!" 

Finally, an angel addressing me, said, "These 
infcnts, having been prepared, will ascend to a more 
exalted plane — a realm where, blessed with supmor 
advantages, and surrounded with still brighter 
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glories, they ehall arise from one degree of attain^ 
ment to another, and shall bathe in crystal waters 
ever flowing. And they shall glide in crystaline 
barges oyer the smooth and transparent floods of 
neyer-fuling rivers, and shall gather fruit from the 
|^ov6S and flowering vines that ever adorn the banks 
of thoup placid waters. 

The gloiy of that sphere descends ; and spirits, 
whose duty it is to lead these in&nts npward^ 
receive them from their former gnapdians. Let ns 
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Thb period at length drew near when I was to 
return to the world ; and the in&nts, their att^ading 
angels, and tilioee who had been employed in the 
various scenes, were congregated together. They 
sung a soft and melodious hymn, during which tliey 
fixed their attention ui>on me. I felt more than eyer 
their love, and the value of heaven and heavenly 
asgocialions. At length the spirit who had kissed 
the Cross approached me, leading the two children, 
B8 on a former occasion, and addressing me, 
said, ^^ Marietta, for a season thou art to leave us. 
We love and deeply sympathize with thee. Thou 
art beloved of all ; but it is our Eedeemer's pleasure, 
and we cheerfully submit. Marietta, we joy in the 
precious promise of thy return at a time appointed.'' 

" Tea, in this we rejoice,^' said the multitude. 

" We rejoice also,'' continued the spirit, " because 
thou hast been permitted to visit, in spirit, these 
realms, and to behold some of the beauties, and to 
reaUze the harmony and divine order of paradisiacal 
abodes and of angelic worship. Yea more, we praise 
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em hmreolj Father, because tboa hast been per- 
ttiitted to witnees the mode bj which in&nts are 
instracted in the great truths <^ man's perverted 
nature, and also the means provided for his redemp- 
ti<m. MoreoTer^ it fills us with d^ighl^o know 
tiiat thou hast not only been pennitted to behold, 
bat thou hast been received and blessed by the 
Bedeemer, in whom we have life, and liirongh 
wh<Hn we obtain heav^. We will give tiiee our 
qpirit of love, and, as one, we wiU unbrace thee, 
and patiently wait the happy period when we shall 
hail thee at the gate of tibie Holy CSity upon thy 
return.'' 

Them all arose and formed themselves into circles 
around me, and encompassed me as in a dome of 
spirits ; and the spirit who had adreesed me pressed 
me to her heart, when I felt their infiuences as the 
embrace of one. Present reflections upon that scene 
fiU my soul with ecstasy, and to attempt its descrip- 
tion is in vain. After this manifestation of love, 
the spirit led the two children to me, and they 
entwined their holy arms aiH>und my neck, and 
pressed kiss after kiss upon my Ups, saying, 
'^ Marietta, when thou art again with those in the 
outer world who love us, and who have mourned 
our loss, tell them we are happy ; that we have no 
sorrow; we are everwitii our guardians; that we 
love all, and Jesus our Eedeemer above all. Tell 
them we shall wait with patience thdr arrival here. 
We love thee. Marietta, and will meet thee again.'' 
Tliey once more embraced me, and withdrew; and 
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fhe spirit who led them to me said, ^^ Marietta, tnmt 

thy Eedeemer evermore. Belate on earth the stoiy 

of Bed^nption. Do well thy work of love." 
• • • • *> 

Thea&om a doad Jeeus descended, and placing 

his hana npon my head, addressed me, saying, 

" Child, for a wise purpose thou art to return. Be 

fiEdthful to thy charge. Bdate, as thou art able, 

what thou hast seen and heard. YviSl thy mission, 

and, at the time appointed, angels shall meet thee 

at the gate of death, and bear thee to mansions in 

the kingdom of peace. Be not sad ; my grace shall 

sustain thee. In thy sufferings thou shalt be sup- 

ported.** Then an angel gave him a golden goblet, 

and he placed it to my lips. As I drank I -^aa 

filled with new life and fortitude to widure the 

separation, and I bowed and worshipped him ; and 

he with his right hand raised me up, saying, " Child 

of sorrow from a world of gloom, thou art redeemed, 

thou art blessed for evermore. Be faithftil, and 

when thy course on earth is ended, thou shalt enter 

into the joy of thy Lord." Then placing in my hand 

an olive branch, he said, ^' Bear this to earth, as 

thou hast been instructed." Again he laid his hand 

upon my head, and light and love filled my spirit. 
# * « # * 

The time had come for my departure. I looked 
aroimd upon the scenes of that lovely city and upon 
its happy inhabitants. I offered myself in thanks- 
giving to God for the blessings of immortality, and, 
above all, for the gift of grace in Jesus, who is the 
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Kedeemer ; and before the multitpdeB I lifted to my 
Lord my hands and voice in prayer for snppori in 
that hour, that I might be kept in his love who had 
blessed me. Th&a I was b<mie in the arms of angels 
to the gateway of the temple, where I first^ met the 
Lord ; and from thence — ^while angds chanted praiso 
to Qod and the Lamb — ^with my former guide I 
descended to earth ; and entering this room where 
my body lay I soon awoke. ' 

Patiently I wait the hour which I know is deter- 
mined, when I shall go hence and enjoy the fruition 
of those reahns of bliss, where my spirit obtained 
its assurance of joys to eowm. I will jH-aise my 
heavenly Father for my hope in Jesus, which is 
worth ten thousand worlds lo me. And when I 
arrive in paradise, free &om mortality I will praise 
him with an undivided and pure heart, and with holy 
lips. There I will, in loud anthems, exalt the name 
of my Bedeemer while eternity endiues. 



yGoogk 



COMMENDATIONS. 



later some who have not read this Trancs, and are the^Dfore 
unacquainted with itA character, should class it with books " got 
up^ bjr the " spirit media" of the day^ and to assure the readei 
Ibat its correct sentiment and pure spirit commend it to the con- 
fidence of tile Religious Public, we insert the following state- 
ments of the Rev. Mr. WaLu^ of Kentucky, and the Rev. Mr. 
MiLi,EK,jof Springfield, Ohio. 

Rev. G. Waller, one of the first Ministers of the Baptist or- 
der, in Kentucky, whose sound Theology and good sense woa 
him, for twenty-five consecutive years, the highest oflSce in hit 
denomination, and whose name is suflScient commendation for 
any Work through the wide field of his usefulness, and wherever 
his name is known, writes as follows : . 

"I Lave caroftiUy examined a book bearing th% 
title: " Scenes Beyond the Grave," purporting to 
be a simple narrative of scenes enacted beyond the 
grave, and witnessed by the spirit of a young girl 
while she lay enti-anced, as the testimony shows. 
Of this I express no opinion ; but fully approve of 
its pure and deep-toned spirit of Christianity, and 
sound Theology. 

*'Tbe Scenes are so truly depicted, and so beauti- 
fully and thrillingly told, that it cannot fail to se- 
cure the judgment, and win the confidence and af- 
fbctions of all who read it. 

''I am constrained to say, that in purity of style, 
.and richness of composition, it is not excelled by 
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any wort I have read. 1 should be pleased if it 
could be placed upon the table of every family, and 
read in every common and Sunday school in the 
land. Infidelity can have but little influence where 
it is read. It is particularly adapted to the u^e of 
families and schools, to form in the young mind the 
first impressions. I therefore, verj' cheeifully re- 
commend it to the public, and particularly to al, 
who love the Bible and the Christian religion." 

GEORGE WALLER. 
J*onisvnxE. Ky., June 15, 1855. 

Rev. Mr. MiLLEE, oi opnngfield, Ohio, Minister of the Metho 
4ist Episcopal Church, a man of deep devotion and marked piety 
who has not only the confidence of his Cliurch, but for some 
twenty years has held a responsible office — ^the gift of the people 
«f his City and County — in a letter speaks thus : 

itev. J. L. Scott: — 

*'I have before me the first pai-t of tlie Trance 
of Marietta Davis, entitled '' Scenes Beyond the 
Grave,'* which I have read with inexpressible de- 
light; and it so far exceeds any work I have previ- 
ously read, which treats upon the lost state of man, 
and his redemption through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that I am constrained to lu'ge upon you the necessity 
of placing it in the hands of every family in the land. 
*4ts richness, and purity of style, its poetic gran- 
deur and figurative excellence, so possess the mind 
of the reader, that he seems himseff " entranced^^ 
and borne lar above the darkness and imperlectioni 
of earth, to be an observer with the spirit of Mari- 
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etta, of the lovely scenes that occnpy Uie iahabi- 
taote of heaven; and also as was revealed to her, 
the reader realizes most deefdy the depth of iniqnlfy 
into which man is fallen by reason ot sin, and be-' 
comes lost in the contemplation of tiie boundless 
goodness bestowed in his redemption. 

^Her description, as revealed to b^, of tiie display 
of Justice, and Mercy, the meekness, love, and suf- 
fering of the Savior, in the purpose and completion 
of the plan of Salvation, is unequalled; and the 
narrative of what she saw in Paradise, wk^re tihe 
infents from earth are received, agreeing so perfect- 
ly as it does with our highest hopes of the blessed- 
ness of our little ones, who have departed this life, 
fills the reader with ecstaqr. 

**No language of mine is in any way capable of 
explaining the feelings that awaken in the soul, 
while reading the narrative, and whatever may 
have been the inspiring cause (and I believe she 
saw what she relates,) I feel that whoever reads the 
Trance with any degree of care will reeeive from it, 
ksting benefit. 

^^I am therefore solicitous that it should be spread 
abroad through the land, and Ihe more especially, 
since it is so well calculated to counteract the des- 
tructive influence of that Infidelity, now so abun- 
dantly promulgated, by the advocates of modem In- 
Jidel Spiritualism. In the bonds of Christian affec- 
tion, I am yours, 

BEUBEN MILLER. 
^ Spsinqfibld^ Olark co., O., June 9, 1855. 



y Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



